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"DUST  BOWL"'-  "A  50-mile-.an-hour  wind  which  kicked  up  dust.  -• 

PROSPECTS        -   through  Central  Kansas  aiid  Oklahoma  failed  to  pene- 
FAVORAJBLE  trate  the  Dust  Bovjl  proper,  according  to  reports  this 

week-end  from  widely  separated  points  in  the  far  west- 
ern side  of  the  winter  wheat  "belt,"  says  John  M.:  Collins  in' a  Kansas 
City  report  to  the  New  York  Times.     "...The  tide  of  -emigration  has  re- 
versed itself  and  farmers  o.re  "beginning  to  come-  'back,,  according  to  old 
residents  of  the  a.rea  who  have  stuck  it  out  through  -high  winds  and 
drought.     J.  R.  Paine,  county  assessor  in  Texas  County , .estimates  -the 
n-uiahcr  of  farm  families  in  Tgxo.s,   the  central  county  of  the  three  com- 
prising the  Ok\Ahoma  Panhandle, .  h.as  increased  at  least  I5  percent  in 
the  last  two  years.  '  ■'• 

E.  Hiner  Da.le,  judge  of  the  Panhandle  district,  says  there'  'is  a 
land  boom  on  in  the  Panhandle  area.     Orian  Bell,   county  administrative 
assistant  for  the  Agricultura^,^A^justmcnt  Administratdon,  who  has  lived 
in  the  area  all  his  life,  adds'/tho  "belief  that  the  section  has  the  "best 
spring  arop  prospects  since  1932  is  attracting  settlers.    A  shortage 
of  farms  for  tenants  seeking  land  and  a  shortage  of  good  houses'  where 
land  can  be  obtained  arc  reported  by  residents..." 

FDA  LABEL  "The  first  court  challenge  of  the  validity  of  a 

COURT  TEST         labeling  regulation  issued  under  the  new  federal  food, 

drug  and  cosmetic  act  drew  the  interest  of  the  food 
industry  in  New  York  last  week  to  an  iinp ending  legal  battle  between 
the  cane  a.nd  beet  sugar  interests  on  one  hand  a,nd  the  U.S.'  Department 
of  Agriculture  on  the  other,  "  says  Charles  E.  Egan  in  the  New  York 
Times.       "In  a  petition  to  the  Federal  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  the 
United  States  Cane  Sugar  Refiners  Association  and  the  United  States 
Beet  Sugar  Association,  together  -.vith  individual'  members  of  both 
groups,  have  appealed  for  a  judicial  review  of  an  order  by  Secretarj^ 
Wallace  permitting  peach  canners  to  use  -dextrose  without  indicating 
the  ingredient  on  the  label..."  .  -.' 

Or.  A.  LOVELAND  Ceorge  Andr<=w  Loveland,   chief  meteorologist  at  the 

Boston  Weather  Bureau  station  for  ten  years  prior  to 
his  retirement  in  1933,  died  da.y  before  yesterday  in  Florida,  according 
to  word  received  in  Boston.    Mr.  Loveland  retired  after    ^1      years  in 
the  Weather  Bureau  service.     (New  York  Times.) 
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Oklabar  "Development  of  a  new  "breed  of  chickens  vjhose  sex 

Poultry  can  "be  determined  as  soon  as  they  hatch  has  "been  ac- 

complished at  Oklahoma  A,  and  M,  College  by  Dr,  R,  George 
Jaap,  poultry  specialist,"  says  Phil  Perdue,  in  Country  Gentleman  (April), 
"He  started  v7ork  four  years  ago,  using  as  foundation  stock  White  Plymouth 
Rock,  Rhode  Island  Red  and  Dark  Cornish  fowls.    The  now  "breed,  which  ha 
has  named  'Oklabar,*  has  easily  distinguishable  markings.    The  male  ^ 
chicks  are  light-colored  and  the  females  are  dark.    They  have  barred 
markings  which  resulted  in  the  last  half  of  the  name.    Segregation-  of 
the  males  and  females  is  quite  easy.    Many  of  the  newly  developed  birds 
have  proved  to  be  good  layers  and  to  have  good  meat  body  ehape.  However, 
considerable  experimentation  must  yet  be  carried  on  to  establish  uniform- 
ity of  feathering,  body  shape,  egg  production  and  other  desirable  charactep- 

istics.    Doctor  Jaap  estimates  that  it  v/ill  take  four  years  longer  to 
perfect  the  Oklabars.    Knov/n  as  an  autosexing  breed,  they  have  proved  to 
be  100  percent  accurate  in  color  differentiation  at  birth,"  ■ 

Arkansas  The  six  families  operating  the  state's  first  farm 

PSA  Tenants       tenant  purchasev.pro ject  near  V/rlglitsville  (Arkansas) 

financed  by  the  Farm  Security  Administration,  have  made 
their  1939  payments  in  full,  purchased  most  of  the  necessary  livestock 
and  farm  equipment,  and  face  the  growing  season  with  no  current  bills 
due,  says  a  report  in  the  Arkansas  Gazette,    The  ^J^^a^cre  tract,  of 
which  nearly  half  is  uncleared,  was  purchased  by  the  government  more 
than  two  years  ago,  and  divided  into  five  units.    Purchase  prices  of 
the  tracts  ranged  from  $3*^75  ^0  $5* 5^0,    The  loans  v/ere  made  by  the 
government  on  a  20  to  UO-year  basis.    The  purchase  price  included  a  nice 
frame  house,  large  barn  and  one  or  tv/o  snail  out-buildings,    Mr,  Huitt, 
farmer  on  one  of  the  units,  told  a  Gazette  reporter  the  biggest  factor 
in  the  success  of  the  tenants  were  the  lo^^^  interest  rate  of  the  loans, 
ability  to  obtain  money  for  good  equipment  and  good  seed,  plus  the  ab- 
sence of  the  need  for  large  expenditures  for  UDkeep  and  replacements. 
(PPS265.) 

Exports  to  A  Buenos  Aires  cable  to  the  ITew  York  Tines  says  the 

Argentina  United  States  replaced  Great  Britain  as  the  chief  source 

of  Argentina's  import  trade  in  the  first  two  months  of 
this  year,  supplying  27,1  percent  of  the  total,  conpared  to  Britain's 
20,9  percent,  according  to  the  monthly  report  of  the  National  Statistical 
Bureau,    Imports  from  the  United  States  in  Januar^/^  and  February  totaled 
58,372,230  pesos,  compared  to  UU,99^»9S1  from  Britain,    The  peso  is  worth 
2k  cents  on  the  free  market.    The  report  shows  imports  from  Britain  were 
9*000,000  pesos  more  than  in  the  first  two  months  of  last  year  v/hile  im- 
ports from  the  United  States  more  than  doubled  in  value. 
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Parm-Builf  ,       "The  Agricultural  Education 'Service  of  the  U.  S,. 

Electrical         Office  of  Education,  in  c.boperation  with  the  H-ural 
Equipment  Electrification  Administration,  has  in  preparation  a 

"bulletin  entitled  'Building  Electrical  Equipment  for 
the  Farm,*"  says  W,  A,  Ross,  specialist  in  agricultural  education, 
Office  of  Education,  in  Rural  Electrification  News  (March).  "This 
publication  is  designed  for  the  use  of  teachers  of  Vocational  agri- 
culture and  will  provide  them  with  organized  teaching  material  and 
directions  on  a  dozen  or  more  safe  home-made  electrical  devices,  the 
cost  of  which  is  extremely  low.     Included  in  the  new  bulletin  v/ill  "be 
analyses  of  such  devices  as  the  following:     electric  obick "brooder j 
electric  pig  "brooder;  rigging  a  porta"ble  electric  motor;  electric 
stock  tanJk  water  heater;  electric  hofbed;    and  poultry  v/ater  v/armer.  . . 
In  the  new  bulletin  other  types  of  farm-build  electrical  equipment 
are  included,  such  as  a  'motor-toter *  for  moving  larger  electric 
motors  and  an  ultra-violet  reflector.    The  bulletin  outlines  a  step- 
by-step  procedure,  supplemented  by  necessary  illustrations,  photographs, 
"and  drav/ings  " 

Rural  Public  "Thousands  of  farms  are  getting  electricity  through 

Power  public  power  districts,  a  form  of  organization,  which 

Districts  though  essentially  cooperative  in  spirit,  differs  in. many 

details  from  the  cooperative  form  used  by  the  majority 
of  REA  borrowers,"  says  Arnold  E.  Sukrow,  REA  Regional  Operations  Super- 
visor, in  Rural  Electrification  News  (March).     "....In  I9I3 i  California 
became  the  first  State  to  authorize  the  formation  of  districts  primarily 
for  electric  service.    Two  years  later,  Nebraska,  Arizona,  and  Montana 
followed  suit.    By  1936j  nineteen  States  permitted  the  formation  of 
power  districts.    The  establishment  of  REA  in  1935  ^^nd  the  availability 
of  adequate  Government  loans  gave  a  needed  impetus  to  the  pov/er  district 
movement • . • • • 

"As  of  March  1,  I9U0,  3^4  public  power,  utility,  and  irrigation  dis- 
tricts had  been  allotted  $12,^3^,200  by  REA  for  the  construction  of  dis- 
tribution lines  in  rural  areas,  the  construction  of  one-  generating  plant 
in  Washington,  and  numerous  wiring  and  plumbing  loans.    Leading  all 
other  States  using  this  type  of  organization  was  Nebraska,  whose  2S 
rural  public  power  districts  have  been  allotted  $10,700,700.    Three  Wash- 
ington public  utility  districts,  irrigation  districts  in  Arizona  and 
California,  and  a  Nevada  power  district  make  up  the  remainder.  Distribu- 
tion of  rural  power  by  these  public  utility  districts  is  expected  to  show 
a  large  increase  in  the  next  few  years  " 

Peed  G-rain  Production  and  supplies  of  feed  grains  in  19^0  will 

Production         be  a  little  smaller  than  in  1939,  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 

Economics  has  reported,  if  the  growing  season  is  about  aver- 
age and  feed  grain  acreages  are  about  as  indicated  on'  March  1.    The  pros- 
pective plantings  report  of  March  1  indicated  a  \  million-acre  reduction 
in  the  corn  acreage,  slightly  larger  acreages  of  oats  and  barley,  and  a 
1  million-acre  increase  in  grain  sorghums. 
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Senate  Passed  .H.  Corx,  Hes.  51»  to  extend  the  Joint 

'March.  28  Connittee  on  forestry  until  April  1,  19^1. 

House  Passed  H.  H.  9007,  La^bor-Security  appropriation 

March  2S  "bill.    In  the  House,  agreed  to  the' Leavy  anendnent 

increasing  Civilian  Conserratioa  €orps    item  from 
$230,000,000  to  $280,000,000.    In  the  House,  agreed  to  the  Johnson 
amendment  increasing  National  Youth  Administration  item  from  $79»635»000 
to  $97,085,000. 

'Committee  on  PulDlic  Lands  reported  without  amendment  H,        ^35^  t 
for  the  exchange  of  lands  adjacent  to  the  San  Juan  National  Pores t  and 
the  Hio  Grande  National  J'orest  in  Colorado.  (H,  "i^ept.  1S97)« 

Senate  Continued  delDate  on  H.  J,  Res.  U07»  to  extend  the 

March  29  Reciprocal  Trade  Agreements  Act  for  3  years  from  June 

12,  19^0.    Rejected  the  Pittman  amendment  requiring 
Senate  approval  of  trade  agreements,  "by  a  vote  of  hi  to  UU. 

Passed  S.  J.  Res.  200,  to  provide  for  participation"  of  the  U»  S« 
in  the  G-olden  Gate  International  Exposition  in  19^0. 

Recessed  until  Monday,  April  1. 

House  Passed  H.  R.  9109,  ^*  0.  appropriation  "bill. 

March  29  Adjourned  until  Monday,  April  1. 

(Prom  the  Office  of  Budget  and  Pinance.) 

New  Paint  "Ready-mixed  white  lead  paint  in  colors  is  now  on 

Products  the  market,"  says  Farm  Journal  and  Parmer s  Wife  (April). 

"The  new  product  eliminates  the  v;ork  of  thinning  and 
tinting.    Paints  and  varnishes  made  from  soybean,  tung  and  x^erilla 
oils  are  standing  the  test  of  exposure  so  v/ell  that  they  are  accepted 
"by  the  paint  industry  just  the  same  as  'the  old  reliable'  linseed  oil. 
Soybean  oil  paints  harden  and  dry  a  little  slower  than  paints  from  the 
other  oils,  but  that  doesn't  keep  the  soybean  oil  paint  from  giving 
good  service.    Testa  at  the  U.  S.  Regional  Soybean  Laboratory  in 
Illinois  show  that  paints  made  from  soybean  oil  (also  with  half  soybean 
and  half  perilla)  are  in  excellent  condition  on  outside  fences  after 
two  years  of  v/eathering.    The  Chicago  Paint  and  Varnish  Production  Club 
tested  30  enamels  made  with  soybean  oil  and  found  them  better  than 
other  enamels  v/hen  subjected  to  intermittent  ex];^osure  and  to  ultra- 
violet light....," 

Pood  Stamp  The  Department  has  announced  the  appointment  of  H,C, 

Director  Albin  as  Director  of  the  Stamp  Division  of  the  Federal 

Surplus  .CoLimodi ties  Corporation,    He  also  will  continue 
his  present  administration  of  the  direct  distribution  and  school  lunch 
programs  of  the  corporation.    In  announcing  Mr.  Aiijin's  appointment,  Milo 
Perkins,  President  of  the  PSCC,  said  that  it  will  mako  possible  more 
coordination  in  the  administration  of  the  programs  to  deal  with  agricul- 
tural sur-nluses. 
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FCA  SILL  Independence  for  the  Farm  Credit  Adr.ini  strati  on 

TESTIMONY  ^vas  urged  in  a  Senate  conmittee  yesterday  as  hearings 

"began  on  the  G-illette  Dill  to  separate  the  JOA  from 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,   says  a  reioort  'cy  a  T^ashington  Post 
staff  writer.     "To  vest  supervision  of  farmers'  credit  agencies  in 
any  political  department  means  that  they  will  l:'e  immediately  weakened 
and  ultimately  destroyed,"  the  suhcommittee  was  told  hy  John  D.  Mil- 
ler, president  of  the  National  CouJicil  of  Parmer  Cooperatives. 

Emphasizing  his  "growing  fear  of  centralization  of  authority  in 
Washington,"  L.  J.  Taoer,  master  of  the  National  Q-range,  declared 
that  "agriculture  is  especially  concerned  in  an  independent  loan  agen- 
cy, free  from  political  pressure  on  one  hand  and  official  pressure  on 
the  other." 


TOBACCO  An  ahnonnally  large  prospective  supply  and  re- 

OUTLOOK  duced  export  outlets  make  the  outlook  for  flue-cured 

tol^acco  appear  generally  unfavoraole  for  the  -'-^^i^g-jj^Q-i^^ 
season,  reports  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.    A  large ) su1d~ 
ply  of  tur ley,  although  not  of  record  proportions,  indicates  that  the 
market  situation  may  not  he  greatly  different  from,  that  of  1939-  ^1^® 
outlook  for  fire-cured,  dark  a.ir-cured  and  cigar  t^,nDes  is  relatively 
favorahle  on  the  "basis  of  March  1  acreage  intentions. 

Reduced  exports  and  the  large  1939  production  (1,132,^36,000 
pounds)  of  flue-cured  to"bacco  are  expected  to  result  in  flue-cured 
stocks  as  of  July  1,   I9U0,   totaling  1,^50,000,000  pounds,  an  amount 
more  than  53  percent  larger  than  flue-cured  stocks  a  year  ea.rlier. 
Burley  stocks,   estimated  at  756,000,000  pounds  as  of  Octoher  1,  19^, 
are  a'Dout  10  percent  larger  than  those  of  Octoocr  1,   1939*  ^^^^ 
focts  of  large  stocks  will  he  partly  offset  by  a  prosiDectivc  reduc- 
tion in  acreage  as  a  result  of  the  o.gri cultural  adjustment  program. 

WASHINGTON  ■    Washington's  famed  cherry  trees  will  hurst  into  ■ 

CHERRY  TREES      full  hloom  the  week  end  of  April  12  to  lU  for  the  bene- 
fit of  thousands  of  visitors,  Prank  T.  G-a,rtside,  as- 
sistant, superintendent  of  the  office  of  National  Capital  Parks,  fore- 
cast yesterda^y  after  a  personal  inspection.     He  fo^and  the  huds  so 
tight,'  he  said,  that  a  possiclo  low  tempero.ture  would  have  no  effect 
on  t"nem.     The  cherry  "blossom  display'  will  -  come  a«"bout  a  week  later 
than  usual.     (Washington  Star.)  ■  ^ 
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Veterinary  "Organized  veterinary  medicine  is  integrating  into 

Medicine  a  more  solid  unit;    loose  ends  are  iDeing  spliced  together 

as  in  other  societies  of  the  arts  and  sciences  exploiting 
a  nation-wide  jurisdiction,"  says  an  editorial  in  the  Journal  of  the 
American  Veterinary  Medical  Association*     "It  is  now  a  going  federation 
of  the  State  associations  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  three  principal 
ones  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  with  the  prospect  that  these  components 
will  seize  the  opportunity  of  cooperating  in  the  same  general  way  with 
the  local  organizations  within  their  respective  states* •••• In  the  veter- 
inary profession,  the  county  society,  except  in  congested  centers,  could 
not  have  sufficient  numhers  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  working  unit,  ^t , 
in  lieu  thereof,  there  are  existing  local  associations  whose  territory 
could  easily  "be  outlined  to  serve  the  same  purpose  as  the  county  societies 
serve  in  medicine  and  dentistry.    The  national  association  which  repre- 
sents the  veterinary  profession  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  is  looking 
ahead  to  the  day  v/hen  all  of  its  membership  will  come  tiirough  the  state 
associations  which,  in  turn,  would  recruit  their  members  from  the  locals." 

Skim  Milk  "Skim  Milk  —  A  Neglected  Food"  is  an  editorial  in  ■ 

Utilization       the  American  Journal  of  Public  Health  (March).    "At  our 

annual  meeting  (cf  the  American  Public  Health  Association) 
in  1939              one  paper  of  unusual  character  v/hich  called  attention  in 
a  striking  way  to  a  great  and  increasing  waste  of  a  valuable  food  —  the 
use  of  skim  milk  for  manufacture  of  various  articles,"  it  says.  "The 
subject  deserves  careful  study  by  social  and  economic  v;orkers  interested 
in  the  proper  feeding  of  cur  people.    The  League  of  Nations  has  recognized 
this  problem  and  deplores  the  prejudice  which  exists  widely  against  skim 
milk  not  only  as  a  v/aste  of  food  in  itself,  but  because  it  results  in  a 
reduction  of  the  total  milk  consumption.     They  point  out,  what  is  v;ell 
knovm,  that  the  nutritive  value  of  skim  milk  is  not  impaired  as  far  as 
the  mineral  and  protein  contents  are  concerned,  but  only  by  the  removal 
of  the  butter  fat  and  the  vitamin  A  which  it  contains.    Skim  milk,  being 
much  cheaper  than  whole  milk,  is  v/ithin  the  reach  of  many  low  income 
families.    Apparently  the  only  other  protest  on  record  came  from  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  of  Canada  in  I536  " 

Australian  The  market  for  American  goods  in  Australia  received 

Import  Ban         another  setback  this  v/eek  v/hen  additional  restrictions  in 

imports  from  non-British  empire  countries  went  into  ef- 
fect, says  a  Melbourne  report  to  the  V/all  Street  Journal.    As  announced 
by  Prime  Minister  Menzies,  the  new  restrictions  mean  shaving  imports 
into  Australia  from  non-sterling  countries  by  approximately  Bl, 650,000. 
This,  added  to  previous  restrictions,  curtails  imports  by  approximately 
i35iOOO»000.    The  restrictions  range  all  the  v;ay  from  a  total  ban  on  cer- 
tain items  to  a  reduction  of  25  percent  to  50  percent  in  the  ajnount  v;hich 
may  be  purchased  from  non-sterling  countries  as  comi^ared  vj-ith  last  year. 
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Institute  Science  (M<?.rch  29)  says  that  the/neeting  of  th.e  • 

of  Food  Institute  of  Food  Teclinologists  will  "be  held  in  June. 

Technologists    "The  oentership  of  the  Institute,"  it  reports,  "includes 

chemists,  bacteriologists,  process  engineers,  and • others 
sinilarly  trained  or  experienced  in  the  nanufacture,  preservation  and 
handling  of  food.     Graduation  fron  a  college  or  a  university  with  majors 
in  at  least  tv/o  such  sciences  as  chemistry,  physics,  biology,  micro- 
biolog;^^  and  engineering  in  relation  to  food  handling  and  processing  is 
regarded  as  a  desirable  prerequisite  for  membership,    but  those  having 
experience  of  at  least  tliree  years  in  som.e  type  of  technological  v/ork 
will  be  accepted;  also  distinguished  students  of  food  technology,  whether 
or  not  they  have  had  technical  training,  are  eligible.        '^hose  who  are 
active  in  special  limited  aspects  of  food  technology  and  those  scientificaL 
ly  trained  for  a  career  in  the  food  industry  are  eligible  for  affiliate 
membership," 

Paper-Board  Paper  and  paper-board  made  for  use  in  the  food 

for  Foods  packaging  industries  is  a  sanitary  product  of  a  high  order. 

This  is  the  conclusion  of  a  paper  in  the  American  Journal 
of  Public  Health  (March)  by  P.  V7.  Tanner,  University  of  Illinois,  and  Evan 
Weaton  and  C.  0.  Ball,  American  Can  Company,     "It  is  not  only  made  from 
clean,  sanitary,  rav;  materials  but  results  from  a  manufacturing  procedure 
in  vjhich  are  several  absolutely  lethal  steps;  i.e.,  cooking,  bleaching 
with  chlorine,  and  hot  drying  rolls.    Escherichia  coli  is  not  found  in 
paper  so  made.    Methods  for  bacteriological  paper  analysis  are  being  de- 
veloped." 

Wheat  G-erm                 "The  present  widespread  interest  in  the  subject  of 
as  a  Food          reintroducing  wheat  germ  into  flour  gives  renewed  im- 
portance to  a  treatise  prepared  several  years  ago  by 
J.  A.  Le  Clerc  and  L,  H.  Bailey  of  the  Food  Research  Division  of  the 
(former)  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils  and  recently  publicized  in  a 
mim^eographed  circular,"  says  an  editor's  note  in  Northwestern  Miller 
(March  27).    "The  art  icle  was  published  in  the  Northv/estern  Miller  and 
American  Baker  of  September  2,  I93I,  in  substantially  the  text  of  its 
present  appearance  (Wlieat  Germ  As  a  Human  Food).    Dr.  Le  Clerc  states 
that  he  knows  of  no  important  change  that  might  be  made  other  than 
elimination  of  the  statement:   'In  toasted  form,  in  which  condition 
Hertwig  claims  its  keeping  qualities  cxe  enhanced,  it  can  be  used  as  a 
component  of  self-rising  flour.'     The  work  of  Hertv/ig  has  not  been  cor- 
roborated by  Dr.  Le  Clerc' s  de-^artment.     'I  would  prefer  not  to  advise 
anyone,'  v;rites  Dr.  Le  Clerc,   'to  heat  wheat  germ  above  lUo°  F.  Our 
experiments  that  have  been  conducted  so  far  seem,  to  indicate  that  v/hen 
wheat  germ,  is  heated  at  the  temperature  of  boiling  water  it  v/ill  become 
rancid  very  quickly  if  exposed  to  light.'  " 
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Parm  Security  "Parm  SeciJLrit3/  Administration  photographs  arenH  the 

Photographs        sort  of  pict-uxes  a  person  forgets  easily,"  says  Hartley  E, 

Howe,  author  of  "You  Have  Seen  Their  Pictures"  in  Suorvey 
Graphic  (April).     "The  story' "behind  these  photographs  is  not  widely  knovm, 
hut  it's  a  good  story,  and  important  to  politicians,  sociologists,  econo- 
mists, who  can  find  In  the  camera  a    highly  useful  tool.     Important  to 
people  v/ho  v^ant  to  record  the  world  of  today  "before  it  slips  away  into  the 
x^rorld  of  yesterday..    And  alDove  all,  important  to  everyone  who  "believes 
that  democracy  can  succeed  in  a.  gigantic  country  like  ours  only  v;hen  people 
are  informed  a"bout  the  troulDles  of  their  fellow  Americans  and  thus  are  im- 
pelled to  do  something  to  help  them  out.    Parm  Security  photography  is 
government  photography.    The  government  ha,s  "been  using  the  camera  almost 
since  the  days  of  Daguerre:     to  record  patent  drawings,  to  report  wars, 
to  show  stay-at-homes  the  Indians  and  scenery  of  the  Par  West,    And  more 
recently,  federal  agencies  have  used  photographs  to  teach  people  "better 
ways    to  meet  problems  connected  v/ith  crops,  mines  and  f  orests , .  • . .  .Pour 
years  have  "brought  25,000  photographs  to  PSA's  files.    They  represent  the 
cream  of  the  crop,  the  survivors  of  a  rigorous  weeding  out...... 

"At  present  plans  are  "being  made  to  photograph  various  non-rural 
institutions  which  vitally  affect  the  farmer:     transportation,  the  great 
produce  exchanges,  the  slaughter  houses,  the  flour  and  textile  mills, 
the  multitude  of  middlemen,  and  the  retail  outlets.    And  more  pictures 
are  "being  taken  of*  the  upper  two  thirds  of  the  farm  pop^olation  in  order 
to  have  a  staiLdard  of  farm  life  with  which  to  contrast  the  tragedy  of 
the  underprivileged. ♦ o * .Parn  Security  has  gathered  the  finest  collection 
of  pictures  of  rural  America  in  existence.    It  has  "brought  home  to  mil- 
lions the  tragedy  of  our  rural  lower  third.     It  has  made  a  permanent 
impress  on  federal  photographic  methods.    And  it  has  vividly  demonstrated 
the  value  of  the  camera  as  an  instrument  of  government." 

This  issue  of  Survey  G-raphic  also  contains  "Hew  Steps  to  Save  the 
Land"  "by  Morris  Llewellyn  Cooke,  president  of  the  nei^rly  organized 
"Priends  of  the  Land"     (see  D.aily  Digest  for  March  22  and  26). 

Pluorescent  A  new  series  of  12  light-emd'tting  paints  have  just 

Color  Paints      "been  announced.    Sy  ordinary  light  these  colors  have  the 

"appearance  of  ordinary  colored  lacquers,  with  perhaps  an 
aiDparent  fluorescent  quality,  "but  under  the  invisi"ble  glow  of  so-called 
""black  light"  (ultra-violet)  the  colors  all  come  alive  and  glov;  in  a 
fiery  sort  of  "beauty.    The  ""black  light,"  which  is  harmless,  is  generated 
in  simple  hlack  'bul'bs  v/hich  may  now  "be  purchased  for  as  lov7  as  $2  each. 
The  lacquer-enamels  have  numerous  decorative  uses.    -They  are  "being  ap- 
plied in  theaters  for  striking  effects,  in  murals  in  restaurants  and  other 
puDlic  "buildings,  a.nd  may  indeed  find  use  in  carr;y^ing  out  design  schemes 
in  homes,     (Scientific  American,  April.) 
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REORGANIZATION  The  creation  of  a  fiscal  service  consolidating 

PLAN  ANNOUNCED      the  financing  and  other  fiscal  functions  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  under  a  single  office  was  proposed  "by 
President  Roosevelt  yesterday  in  another  government  reorganization 
plan,   says  a  report  in  the  New  York  Times.     Into  the  new  S'iscal  Ser- 
vice,  the  President  proposed  to  put  the  office  of  the  Treasiirer  of 
the  United  States,   the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Acco^onts  and  Deposits, 
and  the  Puhlic  Deht  Service.     "Within  the  Interior  Department,  ho  pro- 
posed to  consolidate  the  activities  of  the  Bureaur  of  Fisheries  and  the 
Bureau  of  Biological  Survey. 

The  plan  provided  for  the  creation  in  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture of  a  Surplus  Marketing  Adm.inistration  from,  a  combination  of  the 
present  Division  of  Marketing  and  Marketing  Agreements  and  the  Eedera.l 
Surplus  Commodities  Corporation.     This  move  would  give  separate  hureau 
recognition  to  the  department's  food  stamp  programi. 

PGA  STATUS,  A  return  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  to  its 

JONES  BILL         previous  status  as  an  independent  agency  was  urged  yes- 
terday upon  Senate  and  House  committees,   stiidying  farm 
lending  legislation,  "by  two  of  the  large  agricultural  orgo^nizations, 
says  a  report  in  the  New  York  Times. 

Edward  A.  O'Neal,  president  of  the  American  Po.rm  Bureau  Federa- 
tion, asked  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  to  recomimend  passage  of 
a  "bill  setting  up  the  FGA  as  an  independent  agency.  Mr.  O^Neal  said 
he  felt  that  Secretary  Wallace  had  done  "an  excellent  joo"  of  admin- 
istration, hut  that  the  agency  was  placed  ijinder  the  "danger  of  re- 
curring changes  which  might-  conceivahly  result  every  four  years  from 
changes  in  the  na,tional  administration,"  whereas  agricultural  inter- 
ests demanded  continuity  of  policy  and  adm.inistration. 

Louis  J.  Tat  or,  master  of  the  National  G-rango,  denounced  the 
Jones  farm  credit  reorga^nization  hill  as  "undemocratic,  unsound  and 
destructive  of  local  initiative  and  control."    Daniel  W.  Bell,  Under 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury/,  told  the  -  House .  Committee  that  the  Jones 
Dill  might  result  in  further  burdens  on  the  Treasury. 


B.  E.  &  P.  Q,.  Insects,  "both  good  and  had,  will  he  on  display 

EXHIBITION         all  this  month  in  the  patio  of  the  Administration 

Building.     The  Bureau  of  EntoEolog^^  and  Plant  ^aa.ran- 
tine  has  prepared  an  exhibit  of  some  of  the  outstanding  individuals 
of  the  more  than  750*000  known  kinds  of  insects  in  the  world. 
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Grants  for  "An  amendment  to  the  Social  Security  Act,  proposed 

Transients         "by  Congressman  Voorhis  of  California,  would  add  a  new 

title  providing  for  'Grants  to  States  for  Aid  to  Trans- 
ients,'" says  Social  Service  Review  (March),     "This  proposed  amendment 
will  make  possible  grants-in-aid  to  assist  states  Ho  furnish  financial, 
assistance  or  other  assistance,  including  but  not  limited  to  medical, 

dental,  and  mental  aid  ••••  to  needy  transients.'  The  National 

Child  Labor  Committee  is  wisely  and  vigorously  supporting  the  transient 
aid  bill  because  the  Committee  is  convinced  that  child  labor  among 
migratory  children  cannot  be  dealt  vjith  as  an  Isolated  evil    but  must 
be  regarded  as  an  integral  part  of  a  much  larger  problem  The  Com- 
mittee has  recently  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  for  more  than 
twenty-five  years  children  who  'follov;  the  crops"*  have  been  a  matter  of 
concern. ♦V/hile  recognizing  that  relief  is  not  a  permanent  solution, 
and  that  measures  to  remove  conditions  that  give  rise  to  nigrancy  are 
necessary,  as  well  as  efforts  to  improve  enploynent  conditions,  housing 
child  labor  and  school-attendance  standards  for  rdgratory  families,  the 
National  Child  Labor  Conmittoe  is  right  in  believing  that  federal  aid 
to  the  states  for  transients  is  a  very  important  step  toward  improving 
some  of  'the  wretched  conditions  of  poverty  .and  ill-health  under  which 
migratory  workers  and  their  children  now  suffer.^     The  federal  govern- 
ment is  the  only  logical  agency  for  aiding  needy  migrants.    The  problem 
is  clearly  interstate  in  character •" 

Truck  "Country  grain  dealers  are  installing  scales  and 

Scales  legs  of  larger  capacity  in  hopes  that  they  will  be. 

able  to  speed  up  all  handling  operations,"  says  Grain 
&  Peed  Journals  (March  27) •     "Forty  years  ago  no  farmer  objected  to 
waiting  several  hours  to  unload  his  horse  drawn,  v/agon,  but  today  all. 
are  anxious  to  dump  their  big  truckload  and  get  back  home,  so  the 
country  elevator  operators  are  forced  to  speed  up  and  they  are  glad  to 
do  it  so  they  can  have  more  time  for  office  v/ork.    The  increase  in 
size  of  grain  laden  trucks  has  made  obsolete  the  old-time  v/agon  scale 
of  small  capacity  and  while  many  have  been  content  to  install  tv;enty 
ton  truck  scales  some  are  now  insisting  on  having  thirty-ton  truck 
scales  so  that  the  largest  trucks  can  readily  be  weighed  with  accuracy 
and  exp^edition." 

"¥est  Coast  "Testimony  before  the  La  Follette  Committee  in  Cali 

Inquiry"  f ornia  not  only  threvr  the  search]  if^ht  on  civil  liberties 

it  illiL-ninat  ed  the  United  States  farm  problem,"  says  a 
note  in  Survey  Graphic  (April).  "The  connittee^s  report,  weighing  the 
evidence  and  recommending  solutions,  has  not  yet  been  completed.  Mean- 
while our  ¥est  Coast  observer  (Katharine  Douglas),  drawing  upon  the 
published  record  of  the  hearings  and  upon  firsthand  studies  of  indus- 
trialized agriculture,  discusses  the  relation  of  farm  tenure  to  the 
native  values  of  the  American  farm  ideal  (in  the  article  'West  Coast 
Inquiry'  ) , " 
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Motor  Cargo  Ten  major  nutml  fire  insiirance  companies  with  con- 

Insurance  "bined  assets  of  m®re  than  $^5,000,000  have  annoiinced  the 

formation  of  a  syndicate  which  will  insure  motor  truck 
ca^rgoes  throughout  the  United  States  for  long-haul  truckmen  who  can 
qualify  as  superior  risks,  says  a  Chicago  report  in  the  V^all  Street  Jour- 
nal.    The  organization,  first  of  its  kind  in  this  field,  "began  operations 
recently  from  Washington,    The  syndicate  will  "be  knov;n  as  the  mutual 
cargo  pool.     It  is  designed  to  meet  the  widened  -'demand  for  motor  cargo 
insurance  v/hich  has  grovm  out  of  recent  Interstate  Commerce  Comm.ission 
regulations  requiring  that  interstate  truckers  protect  "by  insurance 
cargoes  entrusted  to  them,  and  out  of  the,  increasing  insistence  of  state 
regulatory  bodies  that  intra-state  shipments  be  similarly  protected.  In 
the  past  insuring  long-haul  truck  ce,rgoes  has  been  regarded  by  under- 
writers as  a  hazardous  business,  with  large  and  concentrated  values  sub- 
ject to  unusual  perils  ranging  from  hijacking  to  driver  fatigue,  and  many 
truckers  have  found  securing  insurance  coverage  difficult* 

Prepared  New  ways  of  handling  frozen  packs  of  poultry  are 

Poultry  creating  new  profits  for  the  Washington  Co-Operative 

Egg  and  Poultry  Association,  an  organization  of  2^,000 
State  of  Washington  poultrymen*    G-etting  avmy  from  "just  frozen  poul- 
try" was  started  in  1937*  since  that  time  an  increasingly  large 
amount  of  fowl  has  been  handled.    Of  the  3,2^6,500  pounds  of  poultry 
received  by  the  association  headquarters  during  1932>  ^  large  proportion 
was  utilized  for  "pan-prepared  broilers"  and  "pot-prepared  hens,"  two 
products  which  were  developed  when  it  v/as  found  that  ordinary  packs  of 
frozen  poultry  have  small  appeal.    The  popularity  of  these  items  has  led 
to  another  form  of  frozen  poultry  known  as  the  "full  drawn"  pack.  (Re- 
frigerating Engineering,  April.) 

Dusting  A  machine  v;hich  uses  new  principles  in  the  applica- 

Machine  tion  of  dusts  to  turfs  has  been  designed  and  will  appear 

on  the  market  this  spring,  says  Louis  Pyenson,  State  In- 
stitute of  Agriculture,  Farmingdale,  L.I,,  in  the  Journal  of  Economic 
Entomology  (February) ,     "This  machine  drives  dust  evenly  into  the  turf," 
he  says,  "and  draws  back  into  the  air  stream  by  means  of  a  vacuum  return 
some  of  the  waste  dust.    By  using  these  new  principles  of  application 
economic  control  of  hairy  chinch  bugs  may  be  obta^ined  with  one- third  the 
amount  of  1  percent  rotenone  dust  formerly  recomm-ended.    Lighti  even  ap- 
plications of  lead  arsenate  dust  to  turf  for  white  grub  and  sod-weDcrorm 
control  are  also  made  practical  through  the  use  of  this  nev;ly  designea 
machine," 

Vitamins  The  leading  article  in  May  Science  Digest  is  "What*s 

All  This  About  Vitanins?"  a  condensation  of  various 
articles  on  vitamins  in  the  1939  Yearbook,  Pood  and  Life, 
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Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  reported 
without  amendment  S,  3530»        prohilDit  the  exportation 
of  tobacco  seed  and  plants,  except  for  experimental  pur- 
House  Passed  the  follovjing  forestry  hills:    H.  R.  1790*  ^0 
April  1              authorizG  additions  to  the  Sequoia  National  J'orest,  Calif. 

H,  E.  to  adjust  the  houndaries  of  the  Cedar  Breaks 

National  Monument  and  the  Dixie  National  Forest,  Utah;  H.  R.  7233> 
eqt  aside  certain  lands  in  the  Chippewa  National  Forest  for  the  Minnesota 
Chippewa  Trihe;  H.  R.  S356,  to  exchange  lands  adjacent  to  the  San  Juan 
National  Forest  and  the  Rio  Grande  National  Forest,  Colo* 

Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  reported  with  amendment  H.  R,  S937i  to 
authorize  an  appropriation  for  the  relief  of  needy  American  Indians 
through  utilization  of  surplus  agricultural  and  other  commodities.  (H» 
Rept.  1903.) 

(From  the  Office  of  Sudget  and  Finance.)  ' 

One-Pie  "  !?he  Early  Cheyenne  pumpkin  is  just  the  right  size 

Pumpkin  to  make  one  pie,"  says  C.  Bolles  in  Country  Gentleman 

(April).    "The  flavor  and  quality  are  fully  equal  to 
older  varieties  plus  a  deerier  yellow  flesh  color.    As  the  name  v/ould 
■indicate,  this  is  a  product  of  the  Cheyenne  Horticultural  Field  Station, 
Wyoming,  and  v;as  develo^^^ed  from  a  New  England  pie  select ion^    Since  it 
has  shov/n  itself  to  "be  from  two  to  three  weeks  earlier  than  its  parent, 
the  Early  Cheyenno  should  make  a  hit  with  the  housewife  of  the  Northern 
States,  v;here  the  seasons  are  short.    What  the  nexvcomer,  offered  to  the 
trade  for  the  first  time  this  season,  Is^cks  in  individual  size  it  makes 
up  in  heavy  hearing,  for  where  the  common  pie  pumpkin  grew  hut  mature 
fruits  the  Early  Cheyenne  had  9*3  fruits  per  vine*" 

Trends  in  Flexihle,  transparent  "bags  for  wet  goods  ranging 

Packages  from,  pickles  to  cylinder  oil  wore  the  highlights  of  the 

recent  annual  riackaging,  packing  ^ and  shipping  exposition 
of  the  American  Management  Association,  says  3usiness  Week  (M?„rch  30)« 
These  liq^uid-proof  hags  are  m.ade  of  sheet  ruhber  hydro  chloride*  Process 
cheese  manufacturers  are  shielding  their  products  against  oxidation  and 
mold  with  this  material.    Coffee  roasters,  cosmetic  compounders,  etc., 
also  are  using  it.    Glass  manufacturers  are  relying  for  their  hold  on 
the  package  market  on  nev;  light-weight,  high-strength  containers  which 
they  have  developed.    The  demands  of  the  food,  drug  and  cosmetic  act 
for  better  descriptive  labeling  have  caused  improvement  in  package  de- 
sign, says  Business  Week. 


Senate 
April  1 

poses. 
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COTTON  STAl^PS  Secretary  Wallace  selected  Memphis  yesterday  as 

FOR  l^IEMPHIS  the  first  city  in  which  to  try  the  cotton  stamp  pro- 

^;ram  to  siiiDply  surplus  cotton  goods  to  needy  families 
through  normal  trade  channels  in  the  same  way  that  surplus  foodstuffs 
are  going  to  relief  families  under  the  food  stamp  plan.     In  designat- 
ing the  Tennessee  city  and  the  rest  of  Shelcy  County  as  the  first  ex- 
perimental area  under  the  plan,   the  Secretary  said  that  state,  coujity 
and  city  officials  had  pledged  complete  coopera^tion  with  the  Federal 
Surplus  Commodities  Corporat  ion.  as  nad.  harJcors  and  retail  dry  goods 
merchants  who  will  be  directly  concerned  with  a.dmini  strati  on  of  the 
scheme. 

i  Fourteen  to  fifteen  thousand  families  are  estimated  to  bo  eligi- 

r  ble  to  benefits  from  the  new  progr-am.     Eligible  families  will  be  able 

to  buy  green  staj]Tps  within  minim\un  o,nd  moicimum  limits,  and  to  receive 
free  $1  worth  of  bro^vn,  or  sur}:)lus  cotton,  stamps  for  each  $1  cf 
green  stamps  bought.     Bro\7n  stamps  will  be  given  free  to  any  families 
certified  as  being  unable  to  buy  green  stamps.     (New  York  Times.) 

CREDIT  BILL  The  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation  yesterday  ex- 

HEARINGS  pressed  emphotic  opposition  to  some  major  provisions 

of  the  Jones  farm,  credit  bill,   says  a  report  by  a 
Washington  Post  staff  writer.     R.  S.  Short,  president  of  the  Arkansas 
Farm  Bureau  Federation  and  a  director  of  the  national  federation,  ap- 
peared before  the  House  Agriculture  Committee  to  outline  the  organiza- 
tion's views . 

The  federation,  Short  testified,  fears  that  the  pending  legisla- 
tion would  increase  the  cost  to  the  government  of  operating  the  fam 
credit  system  and,   to  that  extent,  jeopardize  other  phases  of  the 
federal  a.gricultural  program.     The  only  permanent  solution  of  the 
farm  credit  problem  is  attainment  of  "fair  prices  and  fair  income" 
for  farmers,  bringing  agriculture  into  a  joarity  position  and  increas- 
ing "the  debt  paying  ability  of  farmers,"  he  asserted. 

RIVERS  AND  ''A  Senate  appropriations  subcomm.i ttee ,  despite 

HARBORS  BILL     President  Roosevelt's  admonition  against  such  increases, 

yesterday  added  $25,000,000  for  rivers  and  harbors  and 
flood  control  projects  to  raise  the  total  in  the  ponding  War  Depart- 
ment civil  functions  measure  $70,000,000  above  the  Kouse-ajjp roved 
figure  and  about  $53,000,000  above  Bureau  of  the  Budget  estimates," 
reports  Henry  N.  Dorr is  in  the  New  York  Times. 
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California                 California  has  made  an  excellent  start  in  a  progran 
Connission         to  elininate  trade  barriers  and  r^ronote  interstate  co- 
operation, W,  3,  Parker,  state  director  of  agriculture, 
said  recently,  according  to  a  report  in  the  Los  Angeles  Tines.  The 
California  Corjnission  on  Interstate  Cooperation,  headed  "by  Mr.  Parker, 
is  composed  of  five  Senators,  five  Assenfolynen  and  five  directors  of 
State  departments.     "Pron  the  special  vievr^ioint  of  agriculjjure,  trade 
"barriers  are  pp-rticularly  significant,"  Mr.  Parker  said.      Por  exanple, 
the  v;ide  and  discriminatory  variation  in  taxes  applied  to  commercial 
vehicles,  on  such  important  California  products    as  vrine  and  on 
nursery  products,  just  to  mention  a  few  items,  is  of  tremendous  import- 
ance to  California  agriculture  "     (PPS  267.) 

Ecological  "Those  engaged  in  research  in  medicine,  public  health, 

Abstracts           ecolog;^',  agriculture,  forestry,  botany  or  zoology,  geo- 
graphy^, and  other  fields,  v;ill  v/elcome  the  anno"ancement 
that  Biological  Abstracts  is  undertaking  a  more  complete  a'bstracting  and 
segregation  of  the  current  research  literature  in  bio climatology  and  bio- 
meteorology,"  says  the  Australian  Journal  of  Science  (Pebruary  21).  "The 
section  *Bioclimatologj^-Biometeorology*  v/ill  ap-pear  v;ithin  the  section 
^Ecology*  in  Biological  Abstracts .The  increasing  interest  in  climatic 
and  meteorological  factors  in  their  relation  to  biology,  medicine,  and 
agriculture  is  one  of  the  significant  ^rends  of  modern  science.  Ecologists 
have  long  appreciated  the  importance  of  tempera.ture ,  humidity,  radiation, 
barometric  pressure,  v/ind  movement,  and  meteorological  factors  generally, 
as  important  factors  in  controlling  the  distribution  and  abundance  of 
animals  and  plants.    Eoresters,  horticulturists,  and  entomologists  h-ave 
likev;ise  been  concerned  v/ith  the  interrelationships  of  climatic  and 
meteorologica.1  factors  to  the  organisms  with  v;hich  they  work.    The  devel- 
opments of  air-conditioning  and  aviation  have  lately  brought  other  im- 
portant research  groups  into  the  field,  resulting  in  an  increasing  amount 
of  research  " 

Parm  Pire  "Modern  factories  are  built  of  steel  and  concrete  and 

Prevention         are  covered  with  'no  sr^oking'  signs,"  says  an  editorial  in 

the  Kentucky  Parmer's  Home  Journal  (April).    "Hox^  about 
your  vjooden  barn  v;ith  strav/  on  the  floor,  dry  dust,  dry  vjooden  partitions, 
and  a  wood  floored  loft  loaded  dov/n  with  combustible  hay?    Add  this  to  a 
good  strong  April  wind  v/hipping  around  the  corners  and  you  have  a  perfect 
setting  for  a  terrible  fire  and  the  agonized  screams  of  your  dependable 
animals  burning  to  death.    Seldom  a    day  goes  by  but  news  of  a  farri  fire 
disaster  is  heard.    Yet,  seldom  do  we  hear  of  factory  fires  any  more,  ex- 
cept in  explosives  factories,  etc.    Smokers  in  your  barn  ccarry  r.atches. 
Matches  are  explosives.    An  old-time  match  dropped  carelessly  in  your 
barn — contacting  a  playful  mouse — suddenly  cones  to  life  and  spells  death 
and  destruction.     It  night  be  a  fine  plan  to  put  ^no  smoking'  signs  on 
and  inside  inflanmable  farm  buildings.     It  is  cheap  insurance...." 
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Jilns  on  "The  American  potash  Institute,  Inc, ,  is  announcing 

yertilieer         that  its  colored  motion  picture  films  are  no\f  "being  made 

available  for  free  loan  to  agricultural  colleges  and 
esperinent  stations,  county  agricultural  agents,  vocational  teachers, 
and  r ©sponsible  farm  organizations  and  members  of  the  fertiliser  trade," 
Bays  an  editorial  in  Better  Crops  With  Plant  Pood  (March).    "The  films 
are  authoritative  in  character,  being  tfikon  in  most  part  in  cooperation 
with  official  agricultural  sources  and  depicting  official  experimental 
vork«    Based  on  comment  at  preliminary  shov;ings,  these  films  should  be 
of  great  service  in  disseminating^  the  more  recent  observations  and  con- 
clusions on  the  profitable  use  of  fertilizers,  pr-rticularly  potash. 
While  apparently  sect ionali zed,  most  of  the  pictures  are  so  broad  in 
subject  and  application  that  they  will  be  of  interest  and  value  in  other 
regions." 

Workdays  "The  farm  workday  stays  at  10  to  12  hours  a  day,  in 

on  Farms  spite  of  the  lure  of  radio,  automobile,  and  movies,  and 

the  labor-saving  of  windmills,  tractors,  and  electricity," 
says  an  editorial  in  the  Dos  Moines  Tribune,  "M.any  of  the  differences 
between  town  and  country  have  been  fading  over  the  last  generation  or 
two,  but  the  farm  has  not  shared  so  much  in  the  nationa,l  movement  toward 
shorter  hours.    This  may  be  just  a  temporary  lag,  or  it  may  persist  for 
a  long  time  to  come.    Farm  operators  ©re  v/orking  for  themselves,  and 
tend  to  prefer  long  hours  to  smaller  returns.    And  except  in  a  fev; 
regions,  hired  labor  plays  only  a  small  ^art  and  tends  to  take  its  cue 
from  the  operators.    Part  of  the  labor  saved  by  use  of  machinery  goes 
to  pay  for  the  machinery  and  other  new  wants,  part  of  it  is  lost  through 
low  farm  prices,  and  part  of  it  goes  to  bu^'  or  rent  more  land,,,,," 

(PPS  26U,) 

Rural  A  trh^ee-year  program  of  rural  music  and  dramatics, 

Music  designed  to  be  of  service  to  the  State  of  New  York  and 

to  serve  as  a  model  to  other  States,  will  be  started  by 
Cornell  University  this  spring  with  the  aid  of  a  grant  of  $20,000  from 
the  Hockefeller  Foundation,  says  an  Ithaca  report  in  the 'iTew  York  Times, 
The  project  is  a  coopera-tive  venture  of  three  colleges  of  the  university—* 
agriculture,  home  economics,  a,nd  arts  and  sciences —  and  the  Extension 
Service  of  the  State  Colleges.    For  fifteen  years  Cornell  has  been  con- 
tributing to  the  musical  development  of  rural  communities,  largely 
through  the  organization  of  spe-cial  music  programs  for  the  Annual  Farm 
and  Home  Week,  and  through  v/ork  with  k-n.  Clubs  and  similar  groups.  A 
growing  demand  from  the  rural  communities  for  active  guidance  of  local 
programs,  for  special  help  to  local  music  leaders,  for  organization  of 
festivals,  etc.,  inspired  the  Eockeieller  Foundation  grant. 
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New  Uses  for  A  s"a"bstance  that  is  toxic  to  insects  and  of  low 

Phenotliiazine    toxicity  to  warm-blooded  animals,  including  man,  long 

has  "been  the  gaal  of  Department  scientists.    Six  years 
ago  they  found  a  promising  substance  in  phenothiazine ,  the  parcsnt  of 
many  importa^nt  dyes,  which  is  prepared  from  diphenylamine ,  a  coal  tar 
derivative,  and  sulphur.    Chemically,  it  is  related  to  sulphanilaraide. 
The  original  piec6  of  research,  made  "by  L.  E.  Smith  in  the  Sureau  of 
Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine,  shov/ed  the  chemical  possesses  value' 
as  an  insect  killer.    This  led  to  other  important  and  practical  uses 
for  phencthiazino.    In. the  opinion  of  Department  scientists,  it  is 
one  of' the  most  versatile  chemical  substances  brought  to  light  in  recent 
years. 

As  soon  as  manufacturers  make  suita,ble  application  to  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  phenothiazine  vdll  be^released  as  a  medicine  for  treating 
certain  worm  infestations  of  sheep,  swine,  and  horses,  which  heretofore 
have  resisted  medication.  .Besides  this  innediate  use  phenothiazine  has 
shown  promise,  as  a.  medication  for  certain  infections  of  the  urinary 
tract;  as  an  insecticide;  as  a  fungicide;  and  as  a  control  of  larva  of 
horn  flies  and  mosquitoes.     Its  use  also  led  to  a  treatment  for  screw 
worms  affecting  cattle. 

Maggot  Following  the  medical  discovery  of  the  remarkable 

Research  effectiveness  of  sterile  blowfly  maggots  in  healing 

stubborn  wounds  in  human  beings,  Dr.  William  Hobinson 
of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  has  continued  inves- 
tigations of  the  way  maggots  bring  about  such  satisfactory  results. 
He-  no-w  finds  tha.t  maggots  produce  a  common  and  inexj-^-ensive  chemical, 
ammonium  bicarbonate,  and  that  this  compound  stimulaJtes  healing  similar 
to  the  healing  by  the  maggots  themselves. 

Reporting  to  the  medical  profession  through  the  American  Journal 
of  Surgery,  Doctor  Robinson  makes  his  third  announcement  of  healing 
substances  produced  by  the  Piaggots.     In  1935  ^-^  discovered  that 
allantoin,  which  occurs  in  the  secretions  of  naf^gots,  heals  wo"Dada 
rapidly.    The  following  year  he  found  that  urea,  a  simpler  chemical, 
acted  similarly.    Ammonium  bicarbonate  is  a  still  simpler  chem.ical  com- 
pound and  is  formed  naturally  from  urea  by  the  action  of  an  enzyme 
called  urease.    After  testing  the  ammonium  bicarbonate  solution  on 
animals.  Doctor  Robinson  obtained  the  cooperation  of  physicians  and 
surgeons,  some  of  whom  had  previously  used  allantoin  arid  urea.  His 
report  in  the  Journal  of  Surgery  is  largely  a  sur.im.ary  of  their  professional 
exp'Orience  in  trea.ting  infected  wounds  that  did  not  yield  to  other  methods. 
All  three  of  the  healing  products  Doctor  Robinson  has  discovered  in  maggot 
secretions  are  also  made  synthetically  by  chemical  means. 


^'repared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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RESEARCH  "Evidence  that  the  bacteria,  x^resent  in  the  soil  in 

ON  SOIL  countless  varieties  possess  an  adaptive  mechanism  which 

BACTERIOLOGY        enahles  them  to  develop  powerful  specific  chemicals 

against  the  hacterial  enemies  of  man,  promising  to  open 
up  an  inexhaustible  treasurehoLiso  of  nature  containing  a  specific  anti- 
dote against  any  specific  hostile  microho,  was  presented  yesterday  "be- 
fore the  annual  congress  of  the  American  Gollogo  of  Physicians  "by  Dr. 
Rene  J.  Duhos  of  the  Kcckofoller  Institute  for  Medical  Hesoarch, "  says 
William  L.  Laurence  in  the  New  York  Times, 

"Dr.  Diihos  v^'^,s  r-) resented  v;ith  the  John  Piiillips  memorial  award  for 
19^0,  one  of  the  highest  honors  in  medicine,  for  his  work  in  the  isola- 
tion from  soil  bacteria  of  jjoworful  chom»icals  ag-ainst  pneumonia,  strep- 
tococci,  staphylococci,  and  other  deadly  gorms  of  the  large  group  of 
microhes  "belonging  to  the  so-called  gram-]?osi tivc  family.     Dr.  Dudos, 
a  native  of  Prance,   is  a  soil  hacteriologist . . .His  investigations,  ac- 
cording to  the  official  citation,    'have  established  a  new  principle  of 
great  importance  in  the  study  of  the  chemistry  of  living  colls  and  of 
chemo therapeutic  substances " 

JONES  BILL  "Parm  orgo,nizations  fighting  the  Jones  farm  credit 

HEARING'S  bill  are  'innocent  tools  of  the  banking  and  insurance 

interests, '  Representative  Pierce  of  Oregon  charged  yes- 
terda.y,  "  says  Hedley  Donovan,  Washington  Post  staff  writer.  "Pierce, 
in  a  session  of  the  House  Agriculture  Comr:ittee,  asserted  that  insiir- 
ance  companies  resist  liberalization  of  federal  firrm  loan  policy  in 
order  to  protect  a  'fertile  fiold'  for  investment  of  their  funds.,." 


OUTLOOK  Arthur  Besse,  president  of  the  National  Associa- 

IN  WOOL  tion  of  Wool  Maniifacturers,   said  yesterday  he  believed 

INDUSTRY  that  the  "turning  point"  in  operations  had  been  reached 

and  that  there  soon  would  be  a  demand  for  good.s  causing 
"a  firming  of  the  wool  mi3.rket."     "This  present  yocar  has  not  started 
auspiciously  because  of  an  intensified  struggle  to  keep  looms  operating 
at  a  time  when  goods  obviously  were  not  needed,"  he  told  the  seventy- 
fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  organization  in  Boston.     "However,   it  is  my 
opinion  that  we  have  reached  the  turning  point  and  that  it  shotild  now 
be  possible  to  do  a  reasonably  satisfactory  business  for  the  fall  season. 
(A.P.)   
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Migratory  The  government  is  helpir^g  to  solve  the  migratory 

Farm  Lahor         farm,  la'bor  pro'olem  in  California  and  Arizona,  says 

editorial  opinion  in  the  Davenport  Democrat.     "Some  folks 
out  that  v/ay,"  the  editorial  says  in  part,  "are  criticizing  the  federal 
authorities  for  doing  so  mrach,    G-rov;er  spokesmen  say;     'Why  spend  all 
that  money  here?    Why  doesn^t  the  government  do  something  in  Oklahoma, 
Arkansa,s  and  Texas,  whore  the  migrants  come  from?  '     The  truth  is  that 
the  government  does  a  great  deal  in  those  States,  such  as  in  making 
rehabilitation  loajis  designed  to  give  potential  migrants  a  new  start 
on  the  land  in  their  home  communities.     In  the  last  five  months  of 
1939*   "the  government  granted  15,085  such  loans  in  Arkansas,  Oklahoma 
and  Texas  —  aga,inst  653  California. 

"Another  index  is  found  in  what  the  government  "bookkeepers  call 
^active  cases.  '     These  are  government  loans  t^^  farm.ers  on  the  land  on 
which  payment  is  heing  made  or  there  is  a  good  chance  of  payment  "being 
made.    At  the  end  of  1939  there  were  5»OgO  such  'active  cases ^  in 
Arizona  and  California  against  66,5'-^6  in  Oklah.oma  and  Texas. .Whatever 
may  "be  said  of  the  prohlen  and  the  fidelity  or  exaggeration  with  v;hich 
it  h-as  "been  pictured,  it  is  plain  that  it  is  not  'being  ignored  "by  the 
government."     (PPS  272.) 

Parm  Loan  "In  spring,  the  annual  revival  of  interest  in 

Policies       '      country  life  is  to  be  expected,"  says  an  editorial  in 

the  Detroit  News.     "iMany  farm  properties  w^ill  change  hands 
and  sales  at  auction  will  find  "bidders  among  th^^sc  planning  a  career  in 
agriculture.    Most  of  these  transactions  involve  oor rowing  money.  In 
this,  the  services  of  the  Federal  land  hanks  and  the  Parr.;  Credit  Admin- 
istration are  available.    The  land  hanks  have  been  a  big  factor  in  the 
success  of  national  farm  loan  associations.    They  have  helped  farmers  to 
shape  their  debts  for  long  term  easy  pajT';ents  and  have  saved  borrowers 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  in  interest. 

"It  is  a  wise  change  of  policy  that  a  little  less  zeel  is  displayed 
in  touting  these  services  by  public  authority.    The  G-overnment  through 
various  agencies  still  is  helping  farmers  to  get  favorable  financing^ 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  there  are  principles  of  banking  that  can- 
not be  defied  unless  loans  are  to  be  mere  subsidies.    If  borrowing  is 
made  too  easy,  there  is  a  danger  that  many  may  b^rrov;  who  cannot  prosper 


and  repay....."     (PPS  27O.) 

Cotton  Loan  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  has  announced  th^it  the 

Maturity  riaturity  of  its  loans  on  193^  crop  cotton  has  been  ox- 

tended  one  year  to  July  3I,  I9U1.    Up  to  March  26,  I9U0 , 


repayments  of  $81,923,000  had  been  made  on  1,777,000  bales  of  I938  crop 
cotton,  leaving  a  balance  outstanding  of  $127,838,000  on  2,705,000  bales 
of  1938  loan  cotton. 
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N.C.  Cotton  ITorth  Cardinals  iDonded  warehouses  operating  under 

G-rading  the  supervision  of  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture 

have  grown  from       in  I926  to  112  today  with  storage  ca- 
pacity increasing  more  than  120  percent,  says  the  Haleigh  lTev;s  &  Ob- 
server,    That  is  the  report  of  A.  3.  ?airley,  chief  of  the  department's 
warehouse  division,  who  said  that  "storage  facilities  and  cotton  grading  'i 
services  offered  the  farmers  are  greater  now  than  at  any  time  in  the 
State's  history.    With  the  erection  of  a  new  cotton  grading  and  classing 
building  with  the  aid  of  Federal  fronds,  North  Carolina  novi  offers  cotton 
producers  grading  assistance  commensurate  with  any  state  in  the  Nation, 
Last  season,  federal-state  licensed  classers  graded  more  than  50»0C0 
"bales  and  preparations  are  already  "being  made  for  an  expansion  of  the 
grading  program,"     (P?S  276,) 

Negro  Agriculture  is  "becoming  one  of  the  most  highly  com- 

Migration  petitivo  of  all  industries,  and  its  conseo^uent  displace- 

to  Cities  ment  of  many  farm  la'borers,  tenants,  sharecroppers  and 

small  farm  ovmers  is  driving  Negro  farm  families  to  the 
city,        H,  Mezler,  assistant  sociologist,  Arkansas  College  of  Agricul- 
ture, said  recently,  according  to  a  report  in  the  Arkansas  G-s.zette,  All 
too  often  these  Negroes  are  "being  driven  to  places  on  the  relief  rolls, 
he  asserted,  4 

"The  task  of  fitting  those  Negroes  into  our  economic  structure  is 
one  that  must  be  faced  by  white  and  Negroes  together,"  he  said,  "White 
people  in  the  South  cannot  prosper  to  any  large  extent  unless  the  Negro 
has  economic  opportunity,  income  and  purchasing  power  so  tha-t  he  can 
play  his  normal  part  in  the  exchange  of  goods  and  services.    The  South 
can  make  no  great  economic  headv/ay  until  the  economic  position  of  the 
Negro  is  improved."     (FPS  274.) 

Hadio  Script  A  new  national  depository  and  library  of  scientific 

Exchange  aids  to    education,  the  Educational  Hadio  Script  Exchange, 

which  is  serving  a  rapidly  growing  development  of  local 
school  and  civic  gr^^ups  actively  interested  in  educational  radio,  has 
published  its  first  complete  printed  list  of  services  for  furthering  the 
cause  of  American  education,  says  a  report  in  the  New  Tork  Times.  The 
Script  Exchange,  created  by  the  Federal  Radio  Education  Committee  in  - 
October  13])6,  to  serve  as  a  clearing  house  for  educational  radio  scripts 
and  other  information,  lists  in  its  new  publication  the  four  major  ser- 
vices of  the  exchange.    These  are:    Radio  Scripts,  Production  Aids,  In- 
formation and  Idea  Exchange,  and  Recordings. 

•Dividends  Six  hundred  and  sixty  seven  counties,  more  than  one- 

from  Forests      fifth  of  the  3,070  in  the  United  States,  are  entitled  to 

share  this  year  in  the  distribution  of  25  percent  of  the 
gross  receipts  from  operation  of  the  I96  National  Forests  and  Purchase 
Units,  the  Forest  Service  has  announced. 
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Sulfathiazole  "Anew  chemical  named,  sulfathiasole ,  the  latest  of 

Comhats  the  vsulfanil^^i^iida  group,  "■/hich  promises  to  "become  the 

Infection  greatest  wespon  against  a  host  of  deadly  "bacterial  infec- 

tions for  which  no  effective  rneasiiros  existed  until  nov;, 
was  described  recently  "before  the  annual  congress  of  the  American  Col- 
lege of  Pli^,^sicians , "  says  'villi ?.m  L.  Laurence,  in  the  lle\j  York  Times. 
"Sulfathiazole  is  the  offspring  of  a  chemical  marriage  "betv/een  sulfan- 
ilamide and  one-half  of  the  molecule  of  vitamin  B-l».«..The  strange 
fact  that  the  com'binr^tion  of  the  sulfanilamide  with  parts  of  the  mole- 
cule of  two  of  the  vitamin  3  group  has  yielded  tx-v^o  highly  effective 
drugs  (the  other  is  sul-fapyridine)  against  a  group  of  specific  "bacterial 
diseases,  it  v:as  stated,  has  given  "biochemists  reasons  for  eypecting  ' 
that  similar  com"binations  of  sulfanilamide  v/ith  other  vitamins,  or  parts 
of  vitamins,  nay  "bring  forth  a.  host  of  other  new  important  drugs  to  corn- 
hat  other  ills,  of  man.     It  is  e^rpected.  that  cl'  3nists  in  many  la"boratories 
will  lose  no  time  in  investigating  these  pcssioilitles. 

" Sulfathiazole  is  not  auaila"ble  yet  for  general  medical  use,  as  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  requires  that  any  nex^r  drug  "be  tested  experi- 
mentally "by  experts,  after  ^.a'boratory  trials  on  animals,  hefore  use  of  it 
is  permitted  to  the  medical  profession  in  general.    The  new  drug,  however, 
has  been  in  use  on  an  experimental  hasis  in  the  last  few  months  at  more 
than  forty  of  this  country's  medical  institutions,  including  the  Mayo 
Clinic,  Johns  Hopkins,  Yale,  Harvard,  Columhia,  Pennsylvania  and  other 
leading  medical  schools,  as  well  as  at  a  numh.er  of  the  large  hospitals 
in  New  York  and  other  cities.    In  all,  it  was  learned,  1,600  human, 
patients  had  received  the  new  drug,  in  a  large  group  of  diseases  caused 
"by  hacterieil  inf  ect  ion. « . . . " 

Wallace  on  Secretary  Wallace  informed  a  House  Ways  and  Mea.ns 

Patnan  Bill        suhcommittee  this  week  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture 

opposes  the  Patman.  "bill  to  levy  heavy  taxes  on  chain 
stores.    Secretary  I'Tallace  stated  his  opposition  in  a  letter  in  reply  to 
a  request  from  Committee  Chairman  Rohert  Doughton.-    The  hill  would  "dis- 
courage and  prevent''  efficient  m.ethods  of  marketing  and  distribution, 
Mr.  Wallace  VvTote,  instead  of  promoting  them  as  **sound  puhlic  policy     ■  ■ 
requires.*'    The  Secretary  said  that  Sta.te  taxes  on  chain  stores  already 
are  so  high  that  '^it  seems  obvious  that  the  larger  interstate  chain 
system  would  he  driven  out  of  business,"    Prohahly,  he  added,  many  of 
the  smaller  chains  would  a.lso  find  it  impossihle  to  operate  under  these 
additional  taxes,    Mr.  Wallace  said  the  Administration  has  approved  his 
statement  through  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget.     (United  Press.) 

Wood  Waste  A  steel  industry  on  the  ITorthwest  Coast  may  he 

Utilization       estahlished  as  a  result  of  a  process  that  has  heen  per-  • 

fected  hy  Dr»  Stevan  Huzicka.  says  the  ITews  Bulletin  of 
the  National  Parm  Chem^urgic  Council  (March  2^),     Shis  nev/  process,  is 
especially  fitted  for  devcloprient  in  the  ITorthwest  because  it  substitutes 
for  coke  made  from  coal  a  processed  charcoal  made  from  wood  v;aste.  Of 
such  waste — sstwdust,  tree  tops  and  stumps — the  iJorthwest  has  perhaps 
50,000,000  tons  a  year. 


DAILY  UXGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U,  S,  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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WEather  .1212  Persons  can  now  dial  WEather  1212  in  Washington 

WASHING-TOIT  and  receive  the  latest  weather  information  "by  automat- 

ic transcription.     Washington  is  the  fifth  city  in  the 
country  to  install  the  new  weather  forecast  service.    Except  during 
the  first  few  days,  when  the  curious  puolic  is  expected  to  dial  the 
numher  repeatedly  '^just  to  hear  the  thing  talk,"  phone  officials  say 
there  is  little  danger  of  a  "jam."    Provisions  have  "been  made  so  that 
l-6o  persons  in  all  parts  of  the  city  can  dial  at  once.    A  maximum  of 
UjOOO  automatic  weather  calls  an  hour  is  possible.       If  you  keep  listen- 
ing to  the  voice  over  and  over  "just  for  amusement ,"  you' 11  find. the 
telephone  technicians  have  beaten  you  to  the  game  by  installing  a  de- 
vice that  will  cause  the  voice  to  fade  out  automatically  after  three 
minutes  on  the  same  line.     (Washington  Post . ) 


RURAL  SCHOOL,  "Of  all  the  schools  in  the  Nation  the  southern  rural 

IMPROVEMENT         schools  are  improving  most  rapidly,"  Edwin  R.  Embrco, 

president  of  the  Julius  Roscnwald  Eund,   said  this  week 
end  before  the  Southern  Sociological  Society  conference-. •  .  Mr,  Embree 
added:  "The  .South  *s  schools  would  be  improving  .even  more  rapidly  if 
the  South  liad  the  money.     The  answer  to  that  is  a  national  equalization 
bill,  .  A  bill  has  been  pending  before  Congreoo  for  a  year.     Some  day  it 
will  be  passed,  and  as  soon  as  some  real  money  comes  in,  the  rural 
schools  will  become  first-rate  institutions."    Such  a  national  equaliza- 
tion fund  for  educa.tion  would  provide  for  payments  to  each  state  of 
sums  in  proportion  to  education  needs.     (A, P.) 

EXHIBIT  An  exhibit  .of  the  "Flowers  of  the  Americas"  has 

opened  at  the  Pan  American  Building  (Washington)  as  a 
part  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  .celebration  of  the  Pan  American  Union. 
Orchids  will  play  a  big  role  in  the  exhibit,  which  will  probably  last 
this  week.  .  . 


RETIRE1£ENT  '  Federal  workers  are  facing  a  renewed  fight  over- how 

CONTRIBUTION      much  they  should  pay  for  their  retirement  benefits,  says 

the  Federal  Diary  of  the  Washington' Post .  They  are:  under 
notice  by  Congressional  leaders  that  their  present  3^/2  percent  contri- 
butions to  the  retirement  fund  must  be  increased  if  the  system  is  not  to 
bo  placed  under  the  Social  Security  Board, 
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Nutrition  "The  extent  to  v/liich  the  services  of  the  nutri- 

Services  tionist  are  available  is  all  too  limited,"  says  Arlien 

Johnson,  University  of  Southern  California,  in  a  paper 
in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Dietetic  Association  (April).  "Encour- 
agement was  given  to  this  service  "by  the  Emergency  Relief  Administration 
in  193^35f"  she  says,  "when  an  adviser  on  food  requirements  v;as  added 
to  its  staff  and  state  relief  administrations  wore  urged  to  follow  suit. 
In  1935  a  questionnaire  sent  to  memlDer  associations  of  the  Family  Wel- 
fare Association  of  America  revealed  that  63  home  economists  were  employed 
"by  32  of  the  loO  private  family  welfare  agencies  v;hich  replied.  In 
addition  it  was  estimated  there  were  at  least  200  homo  economists  employed 
in  pulDlic  welfare  and  health  departments  throughout  the  country.  In 
many  localities  welfare  departments  work  closely  with  some  of  the  2300 
women  trained  in  home  economics  who  are  employed  in  the  Cooperative 
Extension  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  Not 
to  "be  omitted  as  sources  of  horrowcd  services  are  the  state  college  and 
state  university  departments  of  home  economics  which  often  give  generously 
of  their  time  and  knowledge, 

"Various  hureaus  and  offices  of  the  federal  government  have  recog- 
nized the  place  of  the  nutritionist  for  consultation  service.    The  house- 
keeping aid  projects  under  the  Wk  have  often  "been  under  the  supervision- 
of  home  economists;  and  the  Farm  Security  Administration  has  employed 
home  economists  to  the  exclusion  of  social  workers  in  the  rural  relief  ■ 
and  rehahilitation  program.    If  we  exclude  the  two  wholly  federal  programs, 
the  VJPA  and  the  Farm  Security  Administration,  however,  it  is  evident  there 
are  only  a  few  htindrod  nutrition  specialists  employed  hy  state  and  local 
welfare  agencies  which  arc  administering  assistance  to  millions  of  depend- 
ent people  "  .     '  . 

Pine  in  "It  has  taken  farmers  in  East  Texas  a  long  time  to 

Texas  perceive  the  fact  that  the  common  field  pine,  while  yet  a 

sapling,  has  market  value,"  says  the  San  Antonio  Express, 
"However  under  persistent  tutoring  "by  Texas  Forest  Service,  county 
agricultural  agents  and  spokesmen  for  the  woodpulp  industries,  farmers 
now  are  catching  on.     They  are  paying  some  heed  to  preserving,  and  even 
to  planting  and  cultivating,  the  once-despised  pine,  that  would  flourish 
on  cotton  patches  allowed  to  lay  out  a  few  years  "because  no  longer 
profitable  for  crop-grov;ing  "  (PPS  279.) 

Trade  Bill  The  Senate  adopted  late  Friday,  by  a  vote  of  U2  to 

Passed  37»  the  resolution  to  extend  the  President's  pov/er  to 

negotiate  reciprocal  foreign-trade  agreements  for  three 
years,  until  June  12,  I9U3.    Since  the  Senate  rejected  all  amendments 
which  were  offered,  the  measure,  already  passed  by  the  House,  goes  to 
ila  VJhite  House  for  signature.  (Press.) 
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Honey  Museum,  "Dr.  L.  M.  Gates  started  a  "beekeeping  museum  at  the 

Mews  Letter       Massachusetts  College  of  Agriculture  and  made  substantial 

progress  in  securing  suitable  material,"  says  an  editorial 
in  the  American  Bee  Journal  (April) .     "Since  he  severed  his  connection 
v/ith  that  institution,  the  museum  has  "been  given  "but  little  attention. 
At  present  the  one  museiom  of  "beekeeping  receiving  recognition  worth  v/hile 
is  at  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  New  York.     It  is  not  sui'ta.'Dly  equipped 
as  yet,  or  provided  v/ith  sufiicien-G  exhihit  space;  "but  if  pu"blic  interest 
develops,  these  should  come  in  due  time.    Many  a  worthy  effort  has  "been 
permitted  to  die  for  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  those  it  was  in- 
tended to  "benefit  " 

A  note  on  the  semi-monthly  nev/s  letter  of  the  I)epartm.ent ,  prepared 
"by  Harold  J.  Clay  of  the  Sureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  says  that 
"no  other  source  of  periodical  information  in  the  "beekeeping  industry  is 
more  important  to  "beekeepers  than  the  semi-monthly  nev;s  letter  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.     The  fine  thing  p.liout  this  publication  is  that 
it  is  free  to  "beekeepers  on  request,  ?.nd  gives  full  information  about 
markets,  prices,  and  availa"ble  honey  in  the  United  States;  also  frequent 
statistics  on  importations  and  exportations  of  honey,  beesv/ax.  and  ot"ner 
m.atters  of  general  interest  to  beekeepers." 

Tennessee  Soil  "In  a  fev;  brief  years,  v;ith  the  inspiration  of  the 

Conservation      AAA  program,  Tennessee  farmers  have  progressed  to  an 

active  interest  in  maintaining  and  upbuilding  the  Imid — 
an  n-ttitude  contrasting  sharply  with  the  seemingly  fatalistic  indiffer- 
ence to  this  need  which,  in  mraiy  sections,  formerly  prevailed,"  sa.ys  an 
editorial  in  Nashville  Tennessean. 

"And  it  is  a  genuine  revival  of  interest  in  the  soil,  not,  as  some 
would  have  it,  a  mere  show  of  energy  called  out  by  governmient  subsidy. 
The  soil  building  payments  do  not  cover  the  cost  of  the  operations  that 
earn  them.  They  do  m<ake  it  possible  for  many  a  fajrmer  to  help  his  soil 
in  ways  he  could  not  v/ithout  the  paj^nents  afford,  and  the  sum  total  of 
these  improvements  will  be  to  increase  the  value  of  the  greatest  single 
asset  of  the  commionwealth — the  productivity  of  the  earth."     (PPS  2S1 . ) 

G-overnment  "The  Civil  Service  Corn-mission  has  repeatedly  urged 

Retirement         changes  in  the  laws  governing  the  retirement  ages  of 

federal  employees,"  says  an  editorial  in  the  Washington 
Peat  (April  6).     "In  its  current  a^nnual  report  it  discusses  the  subject 
again,  presenting  sound  argueraents  for  modification  of  inflexible  age 
limits,  especially  in  the  postal  service  and  skilled  trades  v/here  em.- 
ployees  are  compulsorily  retired  at  62  and  65  years  of  age.     The  com- 
mission points  out  that  many  of  these  v/orkers  are  thoroughly  competent 
and  some  are  *at  or  near  their  maximum  usefulness  to  the  G-overnment'..., 
"Of  course,  given  a  uniform  compulsory  retiring  age  of  70,  special 
provision  would  have  to  be  made  for  earlier  retirement  of  employees  v;ho 
by  reason  of  ill-health  or  iDrenature  failures  of  pov/ors  had  ceased  to  be 
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useful .     That  could  "be  dcno ,  as  the  connission  suggests,  through  setting 
an  optional  rotirenont  age  of  bO  ^/ears  for  those  v;ith  30  years  service, 

and  62  years  for  persons  with  15  years  01  service  The  greatest  danger, 

perhaps,  v/ould  lie  in  a  tendency  to  deal  tco  leniently  v/ith  individuals 
v/ho  have  passed  the  period  of  usefulness  iDefore  reaching  the  compulsory 
retirement  age.  But  such  employes  could  usually  l^e  induced  to  exercise 
their  optional  pension  rights," 

Supply  Calling  lard  "the  pro'olem  child  of  the.  sv/ine  indus- 

of  Lard  try,"  H.  H.  Zildee,  Lean  of  Agriculture  at  Iowa  State 

College,   is  author  of  an  article • on ' this  suhject,  in 
Successful  ^arming  (April).    Discussing  the  production  3id3  of  the  proh- 
lem,  he  says:     "A  great  many  farmers  and  agri  cult  "oral  leaders  "believe  that 
the  Cornoelt  should  go  more  into  dairying,   oeef  cattle,  and  sheep — and 
av/ay  from  hogs.    They  "believe  that  we  cannot  permanently  maintain  a  hog 
industry  as  large  as  that  of  the  early  I93O' s  on  a  profita."ble  hasis.  They 
see  many  years  of  hardship  in  the  cotton  South  (v/ith  more  hog-raising  in 
that  area)  and  no  hope  for  increased  hog~product  exports.     So,   they  ask, 
why  not  face  the  facts  and  "begin  ^odjusting  the  hog  "business  to  take  care 
of  this  decrease  in  demand? 

"Another  argument  for  this  point  of  viev;  in  the  increased  grov/ing  of 
hay  DJid.  pasture  crops  in  the  Midwest.    Emphasis  on  soil  conservation  thru 
the  AAA  and  other  programs  is  undoul'tedly  increasing  loreige  supplies. 
Studies  at  Iowa  State  College,  however,  shov;  that  in  recent  years  Corn- 
helt  farmers  have  not  decreased  their  hog  production  v;hen  they  increased 
production  of  forage  crops.     This  might  change,   of  course,  in  the  future. 
If  hog  prices  were  forced  down  in  relation  to  other  livestock  and  live- 
stock product  prices  cy  the  lard  surplus,  then  farmers  would  gradually 
shift  to  other  uses  of  feed.    Luring  the  I92O'  s  the  Corn'oelt  stepped  up 
its  production  of  "butterfat  greatly  and  did  not  increase  ho g-'p reduction 
"because  market,  prices  favored  dairying  daring  most  of  that  period  of 
adjustment  " 

iNFational  In  "Escape  From  I9H0,"  the  leading  article  in  American 

Forest  Forests  (April)  Helena  Huntington  Smith  descri'oes  a  pack 

Pack  Trip  t^ip  through  the  Teton,  Shoshone  and  V/ashakie  National  For- 

ests in  i^^^orthwest  i/yoraing.     The  photographs  are  "by  the  For- 
est Service  and  J.  D.  LeCron,  Office  of  the  Secretary.  .  "It  isn't  hard  to 
go  on  a  pack  trip*"  the  author  says  in  part,   "At  any  numl)er  of  strategic 
points  along  the  edge  of  the  mountains  guides  and  outfitters  stand  ready 
to  teke  the  traveler  in,  and  the  rp.ilroads  will  supply  information  for  a 
starter, 

"The  usual  rate  of  $12  to  $15  a  day  looks  high,  hut  is  not  so  "bad  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  it  covers  food,  lodging,   transportation  and  the 
horses.     As  for  extras,  there  aren' t  any,   since  there  is  no  place  where 
you  could  spend  a  nickel  even  if  you  wanted  to.     The  American  Forestry 
Association  of  V/ashington,  D.  C,   organizes  a  half  dozen  or  more  trips  a 
year  which  anyone  nay  join,  into  the  stupendous  v;ild  regions  of  Montana, 
Idaho,  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Nev;  Mexico  and  California,  cat  a  non-profit 
rate  of  .around  $10  a  day." 
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FGRSIG-N  TBADE  United  States  exports  and  imports  increased  in  the 

DURING-  WAS.  first  six  months  of  the  war,  not  only  compared  with  the 

corresponding  pei^'iod  of  last  year,  tut  \7ith'the  period 
in  1937-3S'    A  report  of  the  Commerce  Department  in  the  w8-.r  months-  end- 
ed Fehruary  25  shows  shipments  from  the  United  States  33  percent  great- 
er in  value  than  for  the  period  ended  on  February  2S,  1939 >  ^  per- 
cent greater  than  in  the  comparable  period  two  years  ago.    ''Tlie  corres- 
ponding rise  in  imports  into  the  United  States  in  the  6-month  period 
ended  Fehniary  29  was  27  percent  over  a  year  ago  and  7  percent  over  two 
years  ago. 

The  greatest  incroase  has  hocn  in  exports  to  Canada  and  South  Am.cr- 
ica,  which  have  each  increased  approximately  U7  percent.     Shipments  to 
Asia  were  up  33  percent  and  to  Europe    27  percent.     There  were  important 
shifts  in  the  character  of  United  States  export  trade,   including  sub- 
stantial gains  in  cotton  and  chemicals,  and  declines  in  tohacco,  grains 
and  fruits.     In  import  trade,  there  were  substantial  increases  in  crude 
DTid.  semi-manufactured  materials.     (New  York  Times.) 


"PARADE  OP  The  Commerce  Department  has  a  feature  attraction  in 

INVENTIONS"        its  "Parade  of  Inventions."    Offered  as  a  highlight  in 

the  United  States  Patent  Law  Sesqui centennial,  the  parade 
fills  the  lohhj^  and  auditori-um.     It  stays  on  through  this  week  and  Sun- 
day.    (Washington  Post.) 

POTO1VLA.C  The  Potomac  River  and  its  tributo.ries  began  to  rise 

RIVER  yesterday  under  the  impetus  of  a  2-inch  rainfall,  but 

flood  experts  declared  serious  overflow  u-nlikely.  The 
U.S.  Geological  Survey  ordered  observers  at  Riverdale,  Md. ,   to  make  hour- 
ly checks  of  the  level  of  the  northeast  branch  of  the  Anacostia  River, 
but  emphasized  that  it  is  as  much  concerned  about  the  record  it  is  mak- 
ing for  a  study  by  Army  engineers  as  it  is  by  rise  in  the  stream.  (Wash- 
ington Pest.) 


EXCHANGE  The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  announced  yesterd.ay 

OP  COTTON  that  it  had  accepted  proposals  from  3U  cotton  firms  to 

exchange  37,210  bales  of  low-grade,  stort-staple  Govern- 
ment owned  cotton  for  high-grade,  long- staple  privately  owned  cotton 
under  the  cotton  exchange  program  announced  in  January.    With  previous 
acceptances  by  the  corporation  the  total  amount  of  governnont  owned  cot- 
ton is  to  be  exchanged  under  the  program  now  am.ounts  to  lSO,395  bales. 
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Land  Renting  "The  program  of  Social  Adjustments  Inc. ,  for  renting 

Organization      repossessed,  idle  land  in  California  to  selected  families 

among  the  migrant  farmers  will  move  several  steps  forward 
soon  when  Bank  of  America,  with  its  landowning  affiliate,  California 
Lands,  Inc.,  will  announce  participation  in  the  enterprise,"  says  Busi- 
ness .Week  (April  6).     "Two  other  key  t)anks  already  have  indicated  readi- 
ness to  cooperate  —  the  Security  First-National  Bank  of  Los  Angeles, 
second  largest  "bank  in  the  state,    and  the  Capitol  Nat ional.  Bank  of 
Sacramento.     Standard  Oil  Company  of  California  is  considering  partici- 
pation Social  Adjustments,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  corporation,  will  ad- 
minister rental  of  the  land,  an  acre  to  a  family.    Renters  pay  about 
60  cents  a  week  to  coTsr  interest  and  taxes.     If  they  haven't  the  cash 
for  the  first  month's  rent,  they  agree  to  'work  it  out'  "by  digging  a 
cesspool  on  the  land.    Social  Adjustments,  Inc.,  supplies  garden  tools 
and  seeds.    After  five  years,  if  the  renter  wants  to  "buy  his  land,  he 
starts  paying  instalments  on  a  purchase  price  equal  to  its  mortgage 
value  at  the  time  he  settled  on  it.,,." 

This  issue  of  Business  Week  contains  two  other  articles:  "The 
Shelterbelt  Comes  True,"  a  description  of  the  Prairie  States "Forestry 
project  of  the  Forest  Service;  and  "Vitamins  Get  a  Book  of  Rules," 
"FDA",  it  says,  "prepares  to  regulate  them  from  A  to  G,  with  some  pro- 
visions that  will  cut  into  profits,  but  big  names  in  industry  concede 
need  for  safeguards," 

Fruit  Juice  Research  shows  that  the  proper  temperature  at  which 

Preservation      canned  or  bottle  fruit  juices  should  be  heat  sterilized 

is  lower  than  that  generally  used,  says  a  note  in  Food 
Industries  (April),  commenting  on  an  article  on  pasteurizing  by  C.  S, 
Pederson,  Nev;  York  Experiment  Station  (Geneva),  and  E,  A,  Beavens , 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Engineering  (at  Geneva).  "Juices 
prepared  from  fruits  raised  in  northeastern  United  States,"  say  the 
concluding  paragraphs,  "usually  quite  acid,  may  be  effectively  preserved 
by  flash  pasteurization  at  165  to  I70  deg.  F,    Such  temperatures  are 
lower  than  those  generally  tised  in  x^rocessing  fruit  juices*  Precautions 
must  be  observed  in  regard  to  uniform  heating  in  order  to  produce  a 
sterile  product.     Since  mold  sxiores  may  survive  pastetir ization,  even  at 
temperatures  up  to  IS5  deg,  F,  in  the  juices  of  lower  acidity,  it  vrauld 
seem  advisable  to    deaerate  juices  and  fill  containers  hot  and  full  so 
as  to  exclude  air.    These  lov/er  temperatures  hgjVe  been  used  successfully 
in  exxoerinental  canning  and  bottling  of  various  fruit  juices.  Fruit 
juices  prepared  and  preserved  by  the  use  of  flash  pasteurization  tempera- 
tures and  the  other  precautions  mentioned  iiave  shovm  less  change  in 
quality  than  similar  juices  prepared  without  regard  to  these  factors." 
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New  Tires  "^y  redesigning  sidevall'  and  "bead  construction,  a 

for  Tractor       rubber  company  has  developed  a  farm  tractor  tire  for  use 

on  either  widi3  or  narrow  base  rims  v.'hich,  it  is  stated, 
gives  regular  size  casings  many  of  the  advantages  of  oversize  equipment 
without  extra  cost,  sa^ys  a  report  from  the  Wall  Street  Journal  Cleveland 
bureau.    A  majority  of  the  leading  tractor  manufacturers  have  already 
adopted  wide-base  rims  and  tires  as  standard  equipment.  Incorporating 
a  radical  change  in  the  basic  shape  of  tires,  the  wide-base  principle  is 
proving  successful  for  tractor  casings.    Parm  tire  sales  during  the  last 
few  years  have  been  increasing  rapidly  and  are  estimated  in  1939 
have  reached  an  all-time  high  of  about  $25,000,000.    Tractor  tires  ac- 
count for  the  major  part  of  this  total* 

Portable  Portable  silos  are  discussed  by  J,  Hunter-Smith, 

Silos  Hertfordshire  Institute  of  Agriculture,  in  the  British 

Journal  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  (March),  "A 
portable  silo  was  obtained  for  trial  purposes  in  the  late  autumn  of 
1936,"  he  says,     "It  was  erected  and  filled  somewhat  hurriedly  with 
luxuriant  aftermath  rich  in  clover,  and  left  till  March  of  the  follov/ing 
year,    %  then  the  full  cylinder  of  green  stuff  had  shrunk  into  remark- 
ably small  space,  and  thnre  v/as  some  curiosity  to  see  v:iiat  the  material 
v/ould  be  like;  how  it  v/ould  compare  v;ith  the  silage  from  a  tov/er  silo 
fed  during  the  v/inter,  and  whether  the  cattle  v/ould  take  to  it.    As  it 
happened, . this  silage  had  a  more  pronounced  odour  than  that  made  in  the 
tower  silo,  but  it  v/as  greedily  consumed  by  the  stock  and  it  was 
pleasant  to  note  how  completely  every  clover  plant  and  leaf  had  been 
preserved.     The  success  of  this  initial  exyierience  led  to  the  adoption 
of  the  portable  silo  as  a,  regular  supplement  to  the  existing  tower  silo, 
and  four  of  them  are  now  in  use  on  the  Institute  Farm," 

Science  "Attention  should  be  called  to  a  much-needed, 

Dictionary         valuable  little  dictionary  for  aid  in  reading  scientific 

C-erman,  especially  when  one  must  traverse  other  fields 
outside  one's  onv/,"  says  H,  K,  Fink,  California  Institute  of  Technology, 
in  Science  (April  5),     "This  is  Oerman-Snglish  Science  Dictionary  for 
Students  in  the  Ar-ri cultural ,  Siolcgical  and  Physical  Sciences,  by  Louis 
De  Vries,  lov/a  State  College  and  others.)     "It  contains  US,000  entries; 
the  book  has  been  kept  'pocket-si?e"  by  omitting  many  compound  words,  whos 
meaning  can  readily  be  derived  from  the  components*    There  has  been  a  cry- 
ing need  for  just  such  a  volume  to  serve  general  science  in  the  manner 
that  Patterson's  serves  chemistry ,The  vocabulary  selection  and  word- 
meanings  h^ve  been  broadly  selected  and  v/ill  serve  a  large  group  of  people 
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fortification  "Eecognition  of  the  practice  of  fortifying  foods 

with  Vitamins    with  vitamins  "by  leading  authorities  in  the  field  of 

nutrition  and  p-uolic  health  was  the  outstanding  develop- 
ment in  this  field  in  1939 says  Philip  H.  Van  Itallie,  in  Northwest- 
ern Miller  (April  3)*     "While  no  entirely  nev;  classes  of  food  v;ere 
fortified  with  vitamins,  the  adoption  of  fortification  "by  dozens  of 
leading"  "brands  resulted  in  a  very  large  increase  in  the  use  of  vitamin 
concentrates  in  the  food  industry. .Tho  fact  that  proper  scientific 
personnel  is  necessary  to  superintend  the  use  and  incorporation  of 
vitamins  has  "become  more  generally  rocilized.     The  povj-ers  now  vested  in 
the  government  to  challenge  any  loose  statements  on  the  vitamin  content 
of  foods  impose  the  definite  o'oligation  on  the  manufacturer  to  make  ab- 
solutely sure  that  the  vitamins  claimed  on  the  la'bel  are  actually  there 
and  in  the  amounts  claimed,  and  have  not  heen  totally  or  partially  de- 
stroyed in  the  course  of,  or  after,  their  incorporation, " 

Conservation  "Last  summer  Massachusetts^  unique  conservation 

Education  truck  was  nanned  hy  two  Massachusetts  State  College 

•students,"  says  William  G-ould  Vinal  in  an  article, 
"Life,  Li'berty,  and  the  Pursuit  of  Nature,"  in  Nature  Magazine  (April)* 
"These  itinerant  preachers  on  the  gospel  vjagon  of  conservation  went  at 
the  joh  v/ith  the  ardor  of  revivalists.    The  truck  was  outfitted  'by  the 
Massachusetts  Conservation  Council,  which  is  composed  of  fifteen  v/ell- 
known  state  organizations  including  the  New  England  Wild  Elower  Pjreser- 
vation  Society,  the  Nev;  England  Eederabion  of  Bird  Clu'bs ,  the  Garden 
Clu"b  Federation  of  Massachusetts,  and  so  on.     The  truck  was  a  homa,  a 
museum  and  a  school  on  wheels.    !Ehese  Nature  pilots  visited  camps, 
parks  and  county  fairs* 

"Many  other  states  are  actively  recognizing  that  progress  in  ccpn- 
servation  is  fujidanenta] .    A  program  in  conservation  is  possi'ble  "because 
of  the  techniques  of  science*     Its  success  is  equ-ally  dependent  on  ti^ie 
knowledge  and  patriotism  of  all  of  the  citizens.    It  is  hoped  that  fufuds 
will  "be  forthcoming  from  som.e  pu'blic  or  private  source  to  make  possi'bl^e 
other  conservation  trucks.    The  leaders  to  "be  selected  must  have  the 
feeling  of  the  national  motive  and  the  crusading  spirit  to  carry  it  out*  # 

Paper  Erom  "An  example  of  farm  chemurgy^s  possi'bilities  is  a 

Flax  Ei"ber         paper  company  in  Pisgah  Forest,  N.C.,"  says  Business  Week 

(April  6).  "An  official  of  the  company  Imew  the  insta- 
"bility  of  the  supply  of  cigarette  paper,  practically  all  of  which  was 
made  in  France  and  Italy,  from  linen  rags  gathered  in  eastern  Europe. 
He  induced  Minnesota  and  California  flax  growers  to  raise  varieties  for 
fi"ber  instead  of  for  seed,  and  since  last  Septemher  the  company's  four- 
paper  machines  have  been  v;orking  2h  hours  a  day,  v;ith  ^00  employees.  It 
is  using  a  tonnage  of  flax  fiher  requiring  75tOCO  to  100,000  acred  to 
produce  and  must  increase  its  output  ^0  percent  to  meet  demand." 
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NORWSG-IAN,  The  occiipation  of  Denmark  and  Norway  "by  G-erman 

BANISH  TEADE      troops  pro':atly  will  have  little  immediate  effect  ^jpon 

the  export  of  farm  products  from  the  United  States.  In 
the.  long  run,  however,   the  cessation  of  Scandinavian  farm  exports,  to 
the  United  Kingdom  may  lead  to  an  increased  demand  for  this  country's 
farm  products,  according  to  the  Department.    All  of  the  Danish  supplies 
now  are  likely  to  "be  diverted  to  G-ermany  "but  there  is  a  very  serious 
question  whether  Danish  production  can  "be  maintained  at  anything  ap- 
proaching recent  levels  "because  of  the  difficulty  in  olrtaining  corn 
and  other  animal  feed  supplies.     It  is  unlikely  that  Denmark  will  ."be 
aljle  to  o"btain  her  normo-l  supply  of  corn  from.  Argentina  and  the  United 
States. 


CHEEHY  TREE  Washington  was  ready' last  night  for  its  cherry 

CELEBRATION       "blossom,  celebration,  says  the  Washington  Post.  The 

Weather  Bureau  said  cloudy  skies  and  wind  yesterday 
were  unfavorable  to  frost,  even  if  the  tenrperature  dropped  below  ex- 
pectations.    Edward  Kelly,  assistant  to  the  superintendent  of  National 
Capital  Parks,  predicted  that  the  miain  show  at  the  Tidal  Basin  would 
be  out  Friday  in  time  for  the  coronation  of  the  cherry  blossom  queen 
at  7  150  p.m. 


R.  H.  TRUE  Dr.  Rodney  Howard  True,  distinguished  plant  phy- 

siologist, vv'ho  from  I9OI  to  I92O  was  a  Department  of 
Agriculture  scientist,  died  yesterday,  according  to  the  Associated 
Press.     He  had  recently  been  a  professor  of  botany  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  and  director  of  the  Morris  Arboretum,  Philadelphia. 
He  formerly  headed  the  division  of  dr^ag  and  poisonous  plants  in  the 
Agriculture  Departm.ent, 

WATERWAYS,  The  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  yesterday  re-  ■ 

ELOOD  FJNDS        versed  the  action  of  its  subcommittee  and- sliced  $55, 000,- 

000  for  proposed  waterway  projects  off  the.  War  Depart- 
ment civil  functions  bill,   says  the  Associated  Press.    Holding  its  ap- 
proval of  total  expenditures  to  $223,362,517,  the  full  comjnit tee  struck 
out  $30,000,000  for  flood  control  projects  and  $25,000,000  for  rivers 
and  harbors  work  inserted  in  the  appropriations  measure  by  the  subcom- 
mittee. 
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Civil  Service  The  Civil  Service  dommission  announces  the  follow- 

Eximinations      ing  examinations:     wo.  2Bi  unassembled,  Principal 

Information  Specialist,  $5>S00,  optional  su^bjects 
(1)  Press  and  Publications,  (2)  Radios    Ho.  27,  assembled,  Senior 
Information  Specialist,  $U,dOO,  Information  Specialist,  •$3»S00, 
Associate  Information  Specialist,  $3»200,  Assistant  Info'rma.tioh^^  . 
Specialist,  $2,600,  optional  subjects  (l)    Press  and  Publications 

(a)  '  Conservation  (Natural  Resources),  (b)  Economics,  (c)  Socialog/' 
and  Social  v/elfare,  (d)  Agriculture  (Biology,  Physiccil '  Science , 
Agricultural  Economics,  and  Rural  Sociology),  (e)  Aeronautics,  (f) 
Public  Health,  (^)  Eorestr;/,  (h)  Education,  (2)    Radio  (a)  Conserva*- 
tion  (Natural  Resources),  (b)  Economics,  (c)  Sociology  and  Social 
Welfare,  (d)  Agriculture  (Biology,  Physical  Science,  Agricultural 
Economics,  and  Rural  Sociology),  (e)  Aeronautics,  (f)  Public  Health, 
(g)  Forestry,  (h)  Education,  (i)  Radio  and  Motion  Picture  Script  • 
V/riting.    Applications  must  be  on  file  not  later  than  the  follovving  :  . 
dates:     (a)  May  6,  if  received  from  States  other  than  tho'se '  named  in 

(b)  ;  (b)  \-i3,Y  9»  if  received  from  the  following  States:  '  Arizona, 
California,  Colorado,  Id^ho,  Montrna,  Nevada,  Nev;  Mexico,  Oregon,  •  ■ 
Utr:Ji,  Uashington,  and  V/yoming. 

Costs  of  '  "Probably  no  country  in  the  world  is  mai?:ing- greater 

Production         progress  in  the  development  of  efficient  and  dependable 

power  farming  machinery  than  -the  United  States,"  says 
an  editorial  in  California  Cultivator  (March  23)  >  '^and  it' s  this  pro- 
gress that  has  enabled  us  to  continue  to  compete  successfully  with  the 
farmers  in  other  countries  even  though  our  per  day  labor  costs  are  often 
many  times  higher.     'Jjhose  who  decry  the  increasing  use  of  -mechanized 
equipm.ent  in  this  country,  both  on  the  farm  and  in  industry,  seem 
to  forget  that  it's  this  greater  use  of  such  equipment  that -has  enabled 
us,  as  a  nation,  to  pay  higher  wages  to  our  laborers  than  any  other 
people  on  earth. 

"'Vhile  it  doesn't  now  seem  likely  that  we  can  go  a  great  deal  ■ 
farther  in  mechanizing  the  production  and  harvesting  of  most  of  our 
staple  crox^s,  yet  our  great  agricultural  machinery  plants  are  con- 
tinually striving  to  develop  new  labor-saving  equipment  and  to  improve 
and  make  more  efficient  tha.t  v/hich  we  already  have.    Thus  with  new  and 
better  machinery  being  developed  for  the  production  of  farm  crops,  • 
making  it  possible  to  grow  and  harvest  these  crops  at  still  lower 
costs  per  unit,  we  may  ere  long  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  nev7 
uses  being  developed  for  some  of  our  crops  that,  at  present,  v/e  can- 
not afford  to  grov/  a.t  the  prices  these  nev;  uses  can  pay."  ■  ' 
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Nev/        of  ■  "Ten  years  ago  the  annouiicemeno  that  the  Standard 

Chcndcala  ..'      Oil  Company  had  decided  to  make '  a  synthetic  ruhher  under 

G-ernan  patents  v;ould  have  heen  striking  news,"  says  an 
editorial  in  the  New  York  Times.     "Today  it  is  relegated  to  . a  minor 
position,  not  "beca-use  the  ruhloer  in  question  is  German  or  "because  it 
is  "better  than  half  a  dozen  similar  synthetics  made  in  this  country, 
"but  "because  we  expect  the  chemists  to  progress.     It  is  v;orth  noting 
that  what  once  "began  as  a  qv.es t  for  axi  exact  chemica-1  duplicate  of  latex 
from  the  ruhber  tree  has  ended  "by  ignoring  nature  entirely  and  giving 
us  something  which  she  either  forgot  or  for  which  she  had  no  usg,*.., 

"Like  the  fifteen  hundred  plastics  from  which  everything  is  made, 
from  a  fountain  pen  to  imitation  jev/olry,  from  silk-like  fi'bors  to  su"b- 
stitutGs  for  leather,  the  now  ruh'bers  testify  to  a  revolution  v;hich  is 
just  ,as  profound  as  that  "brought  a"bout  "by  the  steam  engine  and  auto- 
matic m.achinery . . , ,  ,Tho  stccm  engine,  the  electric  motor,  the  phono- 
graph, radio,  leave  no  douht  a"bout  their  effect.    But  to  make  a  tire 
out  of  synthetic  rather  than  natural  ru"b"bor,  or  a  lens  out  of  a  trans- 
parent plastic  rather  thaii  glass,  seems  "but  a  slight  technological 
change.    Actually,  the  chemist  is  easing  us  into  a  new  ago  — —  an  age 
in  which  we  shall  malvc  raw  matoria.ls  to  suit  ourselves  instead  of  digging 
them  out  of  the  ground  or  taking  them  from  animals  and  plants." 

Film  American  Film  Center,        Rockefeller  Plaza,  New 

Center  York,  will  give  free  advice  to  anyone  planning  visual 

education.     They  have  made  careful  selections  after 
reviewing  hundreds  of  films.     The  rental  of  many  of  these  are  extremely 
low  and  some  of  them,  distri"buted  "by  the  U.  S.  Film  Service,  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  other  pu"blic  agencies,  are  free.     (American  Sociolog-i- 
cal    Review,  April.) 

"Flexi'ble     .  A  new  method  of  quick  freezing,  v/hich  appears  to 

Froster"  have  considerable  merit  especially  for  handling  full 

drawn  poultry,  is  the  "flexi'ble  froster,"  says  an  article 
in  Ice  and  Refrigeration  (April)  .    The  nev;  m^ethod  was  first  tried  out 
at  the  New  York  College  of  Agriculture  at  Ithaca.     The  C!_uick  freezer 
is  "based  on  the  principle  of  using  a  flexi'ble,  elastic  refrigerating 
surface  that  contacts  the  product  as  completely  a.s  possi"blo.  The 
college  conducted  tests  on  the  maxhine  in  1939  with  "broilers,  some 
individually  wra.pped  in  cellophane  and  some  left  unwrapped,  Exajnina- 
tion  of  the  frozen  "broilers  showed  them  to  "be  in  good  condition,  •'. 

Inspection  Plajns  for  the  establishment  of  a  bureau  to  conduct 

of  Pine  all  grading,  inspection  and  standardization  of  southern 

pine  lumber,  as  required  by  the  consent  decree  entered 
into  by  the  Southern  Pine  Association  in  federal  court  recently  in 
New  Orleans,  have  been  formed,   says  a  report  in  Southern  Lumberman 
(April  1).     The  new  organisation  has  been  named  the  Southern  Pine 
Inspection  Bureau, 
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Plax  Roller  There  is  cons idera"blG  interest  in  f lax-grov;ing 

Attachment         territories  over  the  announcement  of  a  nev;  flax  ru'b'ber 

roller  attaclirnent  for  a  harvester,  says  Farm  Implenent 
Nev/s  (April  h)\    !Fla:x,  as  is  well  knovm,  is  a  difficult  crop  to  harvest 
successfully  with  ordinary  eq_uipment ,  especially  in  heavy  yields.  The 
"bolls  in  which  the  seed  is  contained  are  not  easily  "broken  open,  except 
when  very  dry  or  "brittle.     In  sone  ^territories ,  a  large  proportion  of 
the  bolls  v/ill  pass  through  the  threshing  cylinder  unhrokcn,  due  to  the 
tough,  resilient  nature  of  the  shell  of  the  "boll.    The  new  flax  roller 
attachment  is  said  to  have  solved  this  j^rohlem.     It  was  tested  thorough- 
ly in  California  last  year  and  performed  outstandingly  in  v/orld-record 
yielding  flax  in  California's  Imperial  "Valley. 

Prozen  Pood  Writing  in  the  Locker  Patron  for  April,  S.  T.  War- 

Lockers  rington,  of  the  Parm  Credit  Administration,  discusses 

for  Parms  frozen  food  units  for  the  farm.    He  says:     "The  three 

home  units  more  frequently  considered  are:  .  (l)  Prozen 
storage  compartments  as  a  part  of  the  regular  household  electric  re- 
frigerator that  have  one-half  a  cu"bic  foot  to  3  cuhic  feet  of  frozen 
storage  space;  (2)    portable  frozen  food  cabinets  v;ith  capacities  rang- 
ing from  10  to  50  cubic  feet;  (3)     'walk  in'  coolers  which  have  a 
frozen  storage  compartment  in  one  portion,  the  latter  having  a  storage 
capacity  of  10  to  50  '^^  more  cubic  feet.    These  units  are  built  on  the 
farm,..,," 

Carpet  If  you  are  buying  a  new  pile  floor  carpet  3''ou 

Label  should  find  it  stamped  or  labeled  as  to  exact  fiber 

content,  exact  dimensions,  and  recommended  cleaning 
treatment.    The  Institute  of  Carpet  Manufacturers  of  Am.erica,  Inc., 
has  adopted  detailed  regulations  for  labeling  to  protect  purchasers 
and  encourage  fair  dealing  among  producers.     (Porecast,  April.) 

Vaccination  Successful  Parming  for  April  carries  an  article  by 

for  Bang'  s         Colin  Kennedy  on  "Calfhood  Vaccins^tion  ,"  in*,  which  he 

says:     ".....In  Bang's  eradication  work  it  would  seem 
that  much  more  satisfactory  results  will  be  obtained  if  the  disease  is 
attacked  from  all  angles.    "Vermont  has  pointed  the  way  in  state  clean-up. 
lav/s  by  malting  elective  the  method  to  be  used  in  the  various  herds.  How- 
ever, close  supervision  is  kept  of  herds  electing  vaccination,  thorough 
records  are  kepjt  on  each  vaccinated  calf,,  and  only  state  and  federally 
approved  vaccine,  administered  by  an  approved  veterinarian,  can  be  used. 
It  is  not  unlikely  that  we  will  soon  see  similar  legislation  brought  up 
for  consideration-  in  a  number  of  states,  particularly  in  the  East.  It  is 
also  not  improbable  that  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  will,  in  the  not- 
far-distant  future,  make  known  the  results  of  the  widespread  experimental 
work  and  make  sp)ecific  recommendations  concerning  vaccination.  This, 
coupled  with  better  uniformity  in  state  laws  in  place  of  the  present 
'every  state  for  itself  attitude  will  do  much  to  bring  Bang' s-dis ease 
eradication  work  out  of  its  nov/  rather  chaotic  condition.    At  least 
signs  for  the  future  arc  hopeful." 
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WINTER  WHEAT  With  an  estimated  29  percent  01  the-  seeded  acreage 

ESTHIATE  abandoned  "because  of  damage  from  droiight  and  other  ijn- 

favoratle  weather  conditions,  the  Departm.ent  of  Agricul- 
ture forecast  yesterday  a  crop  of  winter  wheat-  of  426,21^,000  "bushels, 
the  smallest  since"  1933- 

Based  on  conditions  prevailing  on  April  1,  the  estimate  Tvas  at  out 
27,000,000  "bushels  larger  th^n  one  r.ade  on  the  casis  of  conditions- pre- 
vailing on  Decem"b'er  1.     'The  department  said  conditions  had  improved 
since  the  latter  date,  tut  that  there  was  much  un'C^2'rt iainty  a"bout  the    '  ■ 
crop  in  the  heart  of  the  winter  wheat  tclt,  particularly  in  Ne"braska, 
Kansas,  Oklahomia  and  parts  of  Colorado  and  Texas. 

The  winter  wheat  forecast  was  nearly  a  fourth  lov;or  than  last 
year's  production  of  563,^31,000  "bushels  and  the  -lO-year  (1929-38)- 
average  of  571»067,000  "cushols.     Despite  the  short  crop  outlook,  offi- 
cials said  indications  pointed  to  ample  supplies  to  moot  normal  domes-' 
t*ic  requirements  of  a"bout  660,000,000  "bushels  annually.     (A. P.) 


PA.MSPEGK  BILL  "The  Keller-Nichols  amendment  to  restrict  the  "bene- 

TBSTIMONY  fits  "of  the  P^mspeck  civil  service  extension  "oill  oy 

application  of  the  apportionment  law  principles  was  scored 
as  unworka"ble  and  unjust  "by  mem"bers  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission  and 
other  witnesses,  as  the  Senate  'Civil  Service  Committee  yesterday  opened 
hearings  on  the  measure,"  says  J.  A.  Fox  in  the  Washington  Star.  "'Prom 
our  viewpoint,  the  am.endmient  is  practically^  impossihle  of  administration, 
Harfy'B.  Mitchell,  president  of  the  comim.ission,  said. 

"Under  the  proviso,  workers  in  the  departmental  service  would  "be 
"barred  from  acqviiring  civil  service  status  if  they  hailed  from  states 
which — according  to  population — have  more  residents  in  service  here 
than  their  apportioned  quota  calls  for. 

"'If  we  liad  our  way,  we  would  have  a  real  m^erit  system  and  get  rid 
of  the  apportionment  law  entirely,  '  H.  Eliot  Kaplan,  executive  secretary 
of  the  National  Civil  Service  Reform  League,   told  the  comjriittee . . . " 


FREIG-HT  The  Shippers  Conference  of  Greater  New  York  approved 

HANDLERS  unanimously  yesterday  a  pending  "bill  in  Congress  which 

would  "bring  freight  forwarders  under  regulation  of  the 
Interstate  Comm.erce  Com^mlssion,   thus  giving  them  the  right  to  make  rates 
as  comjnon  carriers.     The  'Dill  is  now  before  the  I.C.C.  comjnittee  of  the 
Senate.     (New  York  Times.) 
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Cotton  In  April  Porecast,  Elna  H.  ^^harton,  Office  of 

fabric  Infornation,  tells  of  research  "b:/  the  Bureau  of  Hone 

Econonics  in  cleterrdning  quality  of  cotton  fabrics. 
"The  Bureau,"  she  says  in  part,  "has  consistently  advocated  that  as 
nuch  technical  infornation  as  possible  be  f^iven  on  the  labels  of  all 
textile  fabrics  and  articles.    This  of  coiirse  includes  cottons.  As 
a  result  of  the  tests  of  sheetings  and  subsequent  reconnendatipns.  to 
the  Anerican  Hone  Econonics  Association  and  the  iinerican  Society  for 
Testing  Materials,  nore  helpful  inforna.tion  is  now  available  about 
sheets  than  for  any  other  household  textile.    Practically  all  sheet 
nanufacturers  now  state  the  size  of  the  sheet  on  the  label  and  nany 
also  give  the  thread  count.    A  few  tell  the  breaking  strength  and  weight 
of  the  fabric  as  well  as  the  kind  and  amount  of  finish.    Sonet ines  the 
nunber  of  washings  a  sheet  will  withstand  is  given  as  a  guide  to  possible 
wear 

Pulpvjood  "•....On  the  use  of  topwood  hinges  one  of  the  nost 

Pron  Pine  interesting  stories  and  nost  far-reaching  conservation 

Tops  developnents  originating  in  East  Texas  forests  in  recent 

years,"  says  E.  0.  Siecke,  Director,  Texas  Forest  Servient 
in  Earn  Ranch  for  April.    "There  is  a  great  potential  supply  of  topv/ood 
available  in  standing  tinber  in  East  Texas  today.    The  recent  forest 
survey  conducted  by  the  U.  S.  E'orest  Service  has  estimated  the  wood 
volume  in  pine  tinber  of  sav;log  size  to  amount  to  over  Ul, 000, 000  cords. 
Approxinately  7 i 500*000  cords  of  this  total  volume  are  in  the  tops. 
Foresters  estimate  there  were  over  300,000  cords  of  stemwood  left  in  . 
the  unnerchan£able  tops  of  pine  sav^log  trees  in  193S«    It  is  true  that 
the  possibilities  of  producing  pul]nwood  from  logging  slash  are  limited 
to  the  areas  from  which  pulximills  manufacturing  pulp  by  chemical 
processes  are  drawing  their  v;ood  suT^plies.    With  the  expansion  of  the 
industry  it  may  be  assTimed  that  new  mills  can  also  look 'to  logging  tops 
to  partially  supply  their  yards.    Within  the  present  pulpnill  areas, 
however,  the  production  of  pulpwood  from  topwood  is  a  forvmrd  step. 


Patent  "The  150th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 

System  Anerican  patent  system  is  being  celebrated  this  nonth," 

says  an  editorial  in  Industrial  and  Engineering  Chemistry 
(April).    "The  observance  really  began  with  the  national  Modern  Pioneer 
program  of  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers,  through  its  rexjog- 
nition  of  outstanding  inventors  and  research  workers.    V^e  noted  the 
large  proportion  of  those  so  honored  are  members  of  the  Anerican  Chen- 
ical  Society.    United  States  Patent  ITo.  1  was  a  chemical  patent  dealing 
with  the  preparation  of  potash  fron  pearl  ash, 
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War  and  Extension  of  the  European  war  to  Scandinavia  is 

Trade  threatening  to  close  off  the  prosperious  and  growing 

trade  between  the  United  States  and  northern  Europe, 
says  a  report  "by  the  Wall  Street  Journal  V/ashington  "bureau.  This 
trade  has  averaged  ahout  $700,000  a  day  during  the  last  tv;o  years. 
As  far  as  American  shipping  is  concerned,  the  three  Scandinavian 
countries  —  Norway,  Sweden  and  Denmark  —  v;ill  "be  formally  isolated 
"by  a  neutrality  proclamation  defining  all  of  the  long  Norwegian  coast 
as  part  of  the  "com"bat  area"  and  prohibited  to  American  vessels.  The 
spreading  war  will  make  such  trade  dangerous  and  expensive  in  foreign 
vessels.    To  the  United  States  this  will  mean  a  nea.r-total  loss  of  at 
leaBt  k  percent  of  its  foreign  trade,  a  trade  v/hich  has  been  growing 
steadily  during  the  past  10  years.    Total  exports,  including  reexports, 
of  merchandise  from  the  United  States  to  the  four  "northern  countries'^ — 
Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark  and  ^inland—in  I939  amounted  to  $l66, CSS ,000 , 
while  total  imports  amounted  to  364,000. 

Castor  Bean  A  Washington  report  from  Science  Service  (April  5) 

Insect  Spray      says:     "A  new  spray  for  killing  insects,  extracted  from 

leaves  of  the  castor  bean  plant,  v/as  described  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Agricultural  Chemical  Association  by  Dr.  Hichard  Holzcker, 
chemist  of  New  Jersey.    The  new  insecticide  is  claimed  to  be  highly  ef- 
fective against  all  kinds  of  insect  pests,  operating  both  as  contact 
and  stomach  poison.    The  spray  has  been  used  in  large-scale  experiments, 
principally  in  Florida,  for  the  protection  of  garden  truck  and  citrus 
fruits.    Doctor  Holzcker  stated  tha.t  fev;er  sprayings  were  needed  v/ith 
the  new  material  than  with  commercial  sprays  now  in  use.    He  said  also 
that  the  castor-leaf  spray  appea.rs  to  have  a  stimulating  effect  on  the 
trees,  hastening  the  ripening  of  the  fruit  " 

Foreign  Trade  The  large  excess  of  r.erchandise  exports  over  imports 

in  February        in  United  States  trade  with  E^ope  resulted  in  an  export 

balance  of  $1^7,000,000  in  February,  compared  with  a 
balance  of  $60,000,000  in  February  last  year,  the  Department  of  Commerce 
reports.    The  department  said  that  although  exports  to  Europe  usually 
run  much  larger  in  value  than  imports,  heavy  exports  of  cotton  and 
various  manufactured  products  has  been  bringing  the  export  balance  up 
steadily  ever  since  last  November.     (New  York  Times.) 

Tractors  for  A  cable  in  the  New  York  Times  says  President 

Nicaragua  Anastasio  Somoza  has  announced  that  $60,000  worth  of 

American  tractors,  plov/s  and  harrows  have  been  order- 
ed to  increase  agricultural  production.     It  will  be  Nicaragua's  first 
attempt  at  mechanized  farming.    The  land  is  cultivated  now  chiefly  by 
ox-drawn,  primitive  plows.    Experts  believe  crop  production  on  a 
scientific  basis  will  be  increased  100  j)&rcont  in  the  first  year. 
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Poultry  • John ^ Bird  of  ^ho  Department  writing  on  "lomorrow 

'Progress  in  Poultry" ,  in  Successful  Farming  (April)  says  in 

pa,rt:  .Although  somewhat  tardy  in  getting  a  start, 

the  poultry  industry  has  moved  so  speedily  down  the  "broad  highway  of 
modern  science  that  many  producers  are  wondering  just  ^^rhat  tomorrow 
is  going  to  hring  from  the  lahoratory,  the  "breeding  pen,  and  the 
marketplace  to  speed  up  the  pace..*.. The  farm  flock  is  the  greatest 
producer  of  the  nation^s  poultry  and  eggs .Present  egg-production 
makes  it  possible  for  every  individual  in  the  United  States  to  have 
an  egg  on  his  plate  at  least  30,6  deys  a  year,  and  to  eat  21  pounds 
of  poultry  meat  a  year.,.,, 

"Most  significant,  increased  consumption  may  come  a"bout  without 
an  increase  in  the  size  of  the  poultry  flocks,  at  least  for  egg--laying 
purposes.    The  ease  v/ith  which  John  l^oc,  average  poult ry-raiser ,  can 
get  v/ell-hred  stock  and  provide  a  welWoalanced  ration  for  his  flock 
is  "bringing  a"bout  a  steady  increase  in  the  average  production  per 

"bird  Such  a  trend  may  mean  that  the  same-sized  flocks  can  produce 

more  eggs  at  less  cost  per  egg  than  at  present,  making  it  possi"ble  to 
sell  at  lower  prices.     It  might  also  decrease  the  amount  of  poultry 
meat  available  as  a  by-product  of  eggs,  enlarging  consumption  of 
turkeys  a,nd  broilers  and  putting  new  emphasis  on  the  production  of 
fryers,  broilers,  and  roasters  in  special  areas  serving  large  centers 
of  population. In  the  meantime,  the  scientists  have  lots  of  nev7 
things  in  the  laboratories  which  nay  speed  the  industry  ahead  even 
faster  than  schedule.    Artificial  insemin^.t ion,  for  example,  is  out 
of  the  lab  stage,  and  is  now  a  practical  means  for  multiplying  the  in^- 
fluence  of  superior  inheritance...,." 

G-rass  for  Scientists  have  just  discovered  how  to  put  the 

Plumans  rich  vitamin  content  of  grass  into  palatable  foods  for 

man,  says  Science  Service  (April  3)*         ■^''*  G-raham, 
C-,  0.  Kohler  and  C,  F,  Schnabel,  scientists  of  Kansas  City,  reported 
to  the  American  Chem.ical  Society  that  their  v;ork  v:as  "the  first  suc- 
cessful scientific  effort  to  transmit  the  unique  properties  of  grass 
directly  into  human  nutrition."     The  vitamin  content  of  grass  leaves, 
the  scientists  say,  is  vastly  greater  than  the  vitamin  content  of 
the  fovx  standard  classes  into  which  fruits  and  vegetables  are  divided, 
G-rass  leaves,  known  as  cerophyl,  on  an  enual  weight  basis  contain 
280,000  international  units  of  vitamin  A  whereas  potatoes  and  sweetpo- 
tatoes  contain  only  1,000  miits;  tomatoes  and  citrus  fruits  only  2,000; 
leafy,  green  and  yellovv^  vegetables  12,000:  other  fruits  and  vegetables 
1,2Q0.     In  crucial  vitamin  B-^^  content,  grasses  contain  1,300  international 
"UJiits,  about  ten  times  the  amount  obtainable  from  any  other  vegetables 
and  fruits.     "Recent  experiments ,""' the  report  continued,  "have  shorn 
that  the  processed  product  contains  sufficient  of  all  the  vitamins  both 
known  or  unknovm  to  support  the  normal  rapid  grov/th  of  laboratory 
animals  when  fed  only  cerophyl  and  water." 
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GOVEEMENT  President  Roosevelt  yesterday  submitted  to  'Congress 

HEORG-ANIZAl'ION      his 'fourth  and.  final  order  on  government  reorganisation. 

Among  the  shifts  proposed  in  the  order  are!' 

Transfer  of  the  Pood  and  Drug  Administration  from  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  to  the  Federal  Security  Agency;  transfer  of  the  Weather 
Bureau  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  the  Department  of  Commerce; 
and  division  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  to  place  that  section  con- 
cerned with  public  lands  under  Interior  and  that  concerned  with  private 
lands  under  Agriculture. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  status  of  the  Porcst  Service,'  around  which 
a  controversy  has  been  carried  on  as  efforts  were'  made  to  have  it  moved 
from.  Agriculture  to  Interior.     The  President's  orders  become  effective 
60  days  from  the  'submission  to  Congress  unless  both  branches  take  disap- 
proving, action  within  that  tim.e.     (Washington  Star.) 

NORDIC      '  Henry  Morgenthau,  Jr.,   Secretary  of  the  Treasury'-, 

CREDITS  yesterday  imposed  the  embargo  on  movements  of  Danish  and 

Norwegian  funds  f  ro^n  the  United  States  which  President 
Roosevelt  ordered  day  before  yesterday.     It  was  the  first  use  of  the  gov- 
ernment's exchange- control  power  dating  from  the  ^orld  ^ar  emergency 
since  the  economic  crisis  of  1933-     ^"^  will  be  his  purpose,  Secretary 
Morgenthau  explained,   to  expedite  the  movem.ent  of  funds  of  the  countries 
newly  occupied  by  G-ermany  where'  it  is  shown  that  they  are  legitimate' 
business  transactions.     (New.  York  Times.) 

Warren  Leo  Piereon,  president  of  the  Export-Import  Sank,  said  yes- 
terday before  the  Academy  of  Political  Science  tho.t  the  G-erman  invasion 
of.  No nmy  and  Denmark  m.ay  compel  the  cancellation  of  United  States  G-cv- 
ernments credit  to  those  Scandinavian  countries.     "We  sought  to  assist  in 
maintaining    our  ordinary  trade  with  those  countries, "  he-  so.id,   "by  fur- 
nishing, small  credits  \7hich  .were  needed  because  of  the  effect  of  war  up- 
on their  exchange  positions.     The  shocking  events  of  the  iDast  few  hours 
may,  of  course,  require  us  to  cancel  some  of  these  commitm-ents. "  (Press.) 


;CA;TTLE  The  Agriculture  Department  reported  yesterday  that 

ON  I'MD  the  nvjncer  of  cattle  on  feed  for  market  in  the  11  prin- 

cipal corn  belt  states  on  April  1  was  about  2  percent- 
larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  the  largest  for  that  date  since  193^'  (-'^•RO 
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"Hotcaps"  A  transparent  "hotca-p"  for  the  xirotectiorl  of  tender 

for  Plants         yoimg  vegetable  plajits  in  northern  latitudes  has  been 

developed  "by  Prof,  Albert  E,  Wilkinson,  extension 
specialist  in  vegetable  and  landecape    gardening  at  the  University  of 
Connecticut.    He  tried  then  experinen tally  in  his  own  garden  last  year 
and  nov/  is  urging  their  use  by  coonercial  and  hone  gardeners.  The 
niniature  hothouses  are  made  fron  cellulose  acetate  sheeting  which  can 
be  purchased  connercially,  .  . 

•  A  triangular  piece  of  the  material  is  fashioned  into  a  simple"  cone. 
The  apex  of  the  cone  i£  snipped  off  to  provide  ventilation,    A  piece  of 
wire  bent  into  a  hook  is  then  thrust  into  the  ground  through  this 
aperture  and  holds  the  cone  in  place.    The  hotCcips  can  be  made  at  hone 
with  no  tools  but  shears,  wire,  v;ire  cutters  and  paper  clips  to  hold 
the  edges  of  the  material  together  in  the  cone  shape.    The  edges  can  .be 
cemented  together  with  liquid  cellulose  acetate,     (Science  News  Letter, 
April  13.) 

Plywood  in  One  of  the  most  interest Ing . of  the  building  materials 

Construction      now  on  the  market  is  rlywood.    It  is  available  in  either 

Douglas  fir  or  redwood.    It  is  used  in  many  types  of  con- 
struction, even  for  exterior  surfaces  and  sheathing,  for  the  latter  lower 
grades  being  used*    Alternate  plies  are  placed  at' right  angles,  giving 
great  strength  and  rigidity,  and  eliminating  warping  and  shrinking^ 
Weather-proof  piyvvood  is  rirepared  under  tremendous  pressure,  using  a 
form  of  crude  Cv^,rbollc  acid  as  a  bindei^.    Thus  the  laminations  of  wood 
become  virtually  one  integral  unit.    Water  does  not  o.ffect  the  product, 
term.ites  and  teredos  are  completely  disco'^oraged ,  and  the  plyv;ood  is 
relatively  fireproof.    Techniques  of  manufacture  have  been  .v;orked  out. 
by  the  U*  S,  Forest  Products  Laboratory,  and  various  Ixuriber  manufacturers 
aire  making  plyv/ood  according  to  government  recommendations  and  specifica-* 
tions,    "(Pacific  Rural  Press,  April  6.) 

Beltsville  Custody  of  the  buildings  just  completed  on  the 

J'orest  1900-acre  site  for  an  ex|-6rimental  forest  at  Beltsville 

has  been  assigned  to  the  Forest  Service,    T#  S,  Maki 
will  transfer  from  the  Intermountain  Forest  and  Hange  Experiment  Sta- 
tion, Ogden,  Utah,  to  supervise  t.he  v/ork,  under  the  general  technical 
supervision  of  R.  D,  Forbes,  Director  of  the  Allegheny  Forest  Experi- 
ment Station,  in  whose  geographical  territory  the  experimental  forest, 
is  located.     Initial  work  at  the  station  will  follov/  silvicultural 
operations  and  development  of  the  forest  into  a  good  research-domonstra^ 
tion  area,  and  fundamental  studies  of  some  basic  forest  problems  such 
as  seed  and  tree  physiology  and  grov/th,  forest-soil  relations  and  the 
1 ike •  . 
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Speed  Control  The  recently  anno'onced  four-foot  conbine  has  a 

on  Combine         variable- speed  device  which  is  especially  worthy  of 

nention,  says  Northvjest  Farm  Equipment  Journal  (April), 
"Efficiency  of  threshing  action,"  it  continues,  "depends  largely  upon 
the  cylinder  speed.     This  is  particularly  true  v/ith  the  flail-tjqoe 
cylinder.     In  the  early  part  of  the  dfay  when  the  heads  are  still  some- 
what tough,  a  slightly  higher  cylinder  speed  may  "be  desirable  to  do 
the  most  efficient  job  of  threshing  as  compared  with  the  speed  required 
later  on  in  the  day  when  sun  and  v/ind  have  reduced  the  moisture  content 
of  the  grain.    With  the  variable-speed  device  on  the  combine  it  is  easy 
to  adjust  the  speed  anyv/here  from  93^  r.p.m,  to  1700  r.p.m.  by  merely 
turning  a  hand  screw  and  crank.    This  range  of  speed  is  obtainable  when 
the  belt  sheaves  are  arranged  in  regular  position  for  grain  threshing, as 
shipped  from  the  factory.    By  reversing  or  changing  the  sheaves  on  the 
cylinder  shaft  and  the  countershaft,  a  range  in  speeds  from  93^  r.p.m. 
down  to  UOO  r.p.m.  can  be  obtained.    These  lov/er  speeds,  of  course,  are 
required  only  with  sxDecial  seed  crops,  such  as  beans,  peas,  etc,....,," 

Crops  for  "Severe  reduction  in  cotton  acreage  has  given  Texas 

Idle  Acres         farmers  a  livelier  interest  than  ever  in  crop  diversifica- 
tion, particularly  in  the  growing  of  crops  that  are  in 
demand  for  industrial  use,"  says  an  editorial  in  the  Dallas  Morning 
News.    "They  are  awaiting  the  outcome  of  experiments  with  soybeans  and 
other  new  crops  for  Texas  land,  as  v;ell  as  those  seeking  new  uses  for 
cotton  lint .Texas  experiments  with  castor  beans  have  been  encouraging 
thus  far.     If  processing  plants  are  built  in  the  right  places,  the  castor 
plant,  with  its  many  by-products,  may  become  a  hip^hly  profitable  crop 
here.    Today  the  demand  for  oils  for  industrial  use,  caused  in  part  by 
curtailment  of  tung-oil  shipments  from  China,  has  led  to  cultivation  even 
of  the  thistle-like  saf flower  that  grows  on  the  high  plains  of  West  Texas 
and  Eastern  New  Mexico*    A  test  planting  near  Deming,  N»M. ,  last  year 
yielded  2,200  pounds  of  seed  per  acre,  and  a  larger  planting  is  being 
made  this  year.    Two  crops  a  year  can  be  harvested,  and  a  cake  suita.ble 
for  livestock  feed  remains  after  the  oil  is  extracted.    Texas  farmers 
welcome  the  help  being  given  by  chemists  and  industrialists  seeking  new 
farm  sources  for  their  raw  materials.     (PPS  309- ) 

New  AMS  Government  estimates  of  monthly  milk  production 

Services  on  farms  v/ere  issued  for  the  first  time  March  IS  by 

the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service.     These  estimates 
will  be  available  currently  in  a  mid-month  release.    A  new  series  of 
consolidated  monthly  reports  on  poultry  and  eggs  also  was  begun 
March  15#    The  purpose  of  these  reports  is  to  give  to  those  interested 
in  poultry  and  egg  production  and' market ing  a  single  comprehensive 
statistical  report  monthly. 
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Ba"by  Potato,  Ba^^y  Potato  lina  bean  recently  received  the  highest 

New  Lina  nunbor  of  votes  of  any  nev7  variety  considered  for  1939 

"All-A.-nurican"  honors  by  the  coiricil  of  the  Seed  Trade 
Association  of  North  America,     The  nev/  v?.riety  v;as  segre.^ated  from  a 
single  selection  of  Henderson,  crossed  accidentally  v/ith  a  potato  lina 
variety.     It  is  a  cannor^s  and  freezer's  variety,  has  pronounced  pod 
concentration  and  -unifornity,  yields  as  v/ell  or  better  than  Henderson, 
and  is  of  excellent  canning  quality.    Baby  Potato  was  discovered  by 
V/,  A,  Huelsen,  University  of  Illinois  College  of  Agriculture,  (The 
Prairie  Parner ,  April.) 

Airplane  One  of  the  foremost  sections  in  the  adoption  of  air- 

Dusting  plane  dusting  is  the  Lower  Pio  G-rsjide  Valley,  where  many 

thousands  of  acres  of  both  citrus  and  vegetable  crops 
are  dusted  from  the  air  each  season,  says  J,  K,  Welch  in  an  article  in 
Texas  Parming  and  Citriculture  (April).     "One  company  with  headquarters 
in  Louisiana . has  a  resident  pilot  in  this  field.    Other  operators  are 
pilots  who  usually  do  their  own  flying  and  ov/n  their  own  equipment • 
The  pilot's  charges  are  based  on  the  number  of  pounds  of  ]poison  dust  he 
applies.     The  price  range  is  ordinarily  from  tv/o  to  five  cents  a  pound, 
depending  mainly  upon  the  amount  of  dust  used  per  acre.     The  more  the 
poundage,  the  less  the  price,  since  the  pilot's  costs  are- about  the  sam.e 
whether  the  quantity  is  la.rge  or  small»    Por  a  citrus  grove  which  calls, 
on  the  average,  for  from  thirty-five  to  forty  pounds  of  dust  an  acre, 
the  charge  is  usually  tvro  cents  a  pound  or  slightly  more.    For  a  field 
of  vegetables  req^uiring  not  more  than  four  or  five  poiinds  to  the  acre, 
the  charge  is  naturally  higher, 

"The  grower  of  course  supplies  the  dust.    Sulphur  for  citrus  rust 
mite  will  cost  him  aboiit  tv^o  and  a  ha.lf  cents  a  pound,  or  a  little  less 
if  bought  in  quantity.    Assuming  the  sulphur  cost  to  be  that  just  mention- 
ed and  the  ap-^lics.t ion  charge  to  be  two  cents  an  acre,  we  ha^^e  a  total 
cost  of         cents  a  pound  and,  for  35  pounds  to  the  acre,  an  airplane 
dusting  cost  of  $1.57  s,n  acre.    The  fact  that  the  pilot  gets  only  70 
cents  an  acre  if  his  charge  is  tv70  cents  a  pound  explains  why  he  is  not 
inclined  to  v;arm  up  a      plane  and  go  very  far  afield  if  a  farmer  has 
quite  a  small  acreage  to  be  dusted,,,,," 

New  Potato  A  new  disease  of  potatoes,  called  bacterial  ring 

Disease  rot,  is  threatening  to  spread  in  ¥est  Virginia.  Plant 

disease  specialists  in  all  the  important  potato  states 
are  pooling  their  efforts  to  learn  more  about  this  new  disease,  and 
the  College  of  Agriculture  has  Just  received  from  Dr.  R.  J.  Haskell, 
extension  plant  x^athologist  of  the  TJ.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture,  a 
summary  of  finding  and  recommendations  of  the  group.  (Pennsylvania 
Parmer,  April  6.)  • 
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to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Vi^s 
and  opinions  m  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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LARD  PPJCES  Lard  prices  were  on  the  upgrade  last  week  on  invest- 

ADVANCE    "  ment  "buying  "based  on  the  .change  in  the  European  political 

situation,  says  a  Chicago  report  to  the  New  York  Times, 
While  there  v;ere  fair  hedging  sales  at  times,  these  v;ere  partly  offset 
"by  the  announcement  that  more,  than  lU, 000, 000  pounds  of  la.rd  had  "been 
purchased  "by  the  government  for  relief  purposes.     Stocks  of  lard,  hov/ever, 
continue  to  pile  u-p,  and  official  estimate  as  of  April  1  showed  a  total  of 
269,234,000  pounds  in  cold  storage,  the  largest  holding  on  record.  This 
total  shov/ed  a  gain  of  12,6UU,00C  pounds  in  March  and  compared,  with  a 
stock  of  12'9,252,000  pounds  a  year  ago  and  a  five-year  average  of  129, 9^9 >- 
000' pounds. 

TRANSPORT    '  State  and  local  tax  relief  for  railroads,  and 

SYSTEM  "deli"berate  and  calculated"  planning  for  future  transpor- 

tation were  urged  last  night  "by  Joseph  B.  Eastman,  chair- 
man of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,    A  surplus  of  transportation 
facilities,  he  said  in  a  four-volume  report  on  pu'blic  help  for  rail, 
water,  highv/ay  and  air  carriers,  has  'oeen  brought  about  "by  extension  of 
many  "billions  of  dollars  of  pu"blic  aid,  v/hich  in  man^''  instances,  he 
said,  has  proven  "of  little  j'ublic  "benefit,"     (Washington  Post,) 


EARM  WAG-ES  The  general  level  of  farm  vrage  rates  advanced  a"bout 

INCREASE  twice  as  much  as  usual  from  January  1  to  April  1,  the 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service  has  reported.    At  I2U 
percent  of  the  I9IO-IU  level,  fariii  x^rage  rates  on  April  1  v/ere  5  points 
higher  th^n  the  January  index,  3  points  a"bove  April  1  a  year  ago,  and 
the  highest  April  1  figure  since  1931«  "the  increase  in  the  number 

of  v;orkers  employed  Wcas  loss  than  usual  during  the  3-nonth  period.  The 
increase  in  v/age  rates,  attri"buted  lar^vely  to  a  decline  in  the  supply  of 
farm  labor  and  to  an  increase  in  the  demand,  were  noted  in  all  sections 
of  the  country, 

U-H  CLUB  A  nev;  enrollment  peak  in  U-K  Clu'b  v;ork  was  reached 

EM0LLI4ENT         in  I939  with  more  than  1,3^1,500  boys  and  girls  belonging 

to  some  79,500  U-H  Clubs  in  the        States,  Alaska,  Hav/aii, 
and  Puerto  Rico,  Director  Wilson  of  the  Extension  Service  has  announced. 
This  record  membership  represents  an  increase  of  more,  than  95jOOO  irienbers 
over-  the  preceding  year. 
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Wallace  "The  pulDlic  is  entitled  to  accurate  information 

on  FCA  concerning  the  real  issues  in  the  controversy  over  the 

Parm  Credit  Administration  and  the  farm  credit  situa- 
tion generally,"  said  Secretary  Wallace  in  a  recent  statement.  "Ef- 
forts have  been  made  to  persuade  everyone  interested  that  the  Depart- 
ment's supervision  of  ?CA  and  support  of  proposals  to  help  de"bt-"b\irdened 
farmers  threatens  to  v/reck  the  credit  structure  of  agriculture.    In  the 
light  of  experience  gained  since  the  FCA  "became  a  part  of  the  Depart- 
ment, I  can  say  that  certain  farm  credit  policies  in  the  past  have  "been 
unsound  and  if  continued  without  modification  v;ill  cause  serious  losses 
to  land  hanks  and  farmer  horrov/ers.    The  real  threat  to  our  farm  credit 
structure  is  to  go  on  as  v/e  have  been  going. 

"The  Department  now  is  taking  steps  to  place  the  credit  policy  of 
the  FCA  on  a  sound  basis. .There  are  at  least  three  basic  needs.  The 
first  of  these  is  revision  of  interest  rates.    They  should  and  can  be 
lowered  from  original  contract .  rates  ranging  betv/een  k  and  6  percent.... 
Second,  the  responsibility  for  losses  on  loans  should  be  placed  where  it 
belongs  —  on  the  Federal  land  banks  v/hich  make  the  loans  and  not  on  the 
nationol  farm  loan  associations,  most  of  which  have  become  insolvent.... 
A  third  need  is  the  elimination  of  the  requirement  that  the  borrower  ac- 
quire stock  omounting  to  five  piercent  of  his  loan.     In  practice,  this 
requirement  has  added  5  percent  to  the  amount  borrov;ed  and  has  injured 
the  debtor..,.." 

Windbreaks  The  number  of  bird3  and  other  vrildlife  on  farms  in 

Bring  Sirds       North  and  South  Dakota,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Oklahoma  and 

the  Texas  Panhandle  has  increased  as  a  r  esult  of  field 
windbreaks,  the  Forest  Service  reports.     Since  1935 »  nore  than  11,000 
miles  of  field  v/indbreaks ,  including  some  125  million  trees,  have  been 
planted  under  Forest  Service  supervision  on  farms  in  the  six  States. 
The  increase  of  insect-eating  birds  in  the  tree  windbreaks  v/as  spot- 
lighted recently  by  a  preliminary  "bird  census"  carried  out  by  the 
Forest  Service,    Done  on  a  sampling  basis  for  the  most  part  the  check 
revealed  such  striking  indication  of  bird  increase  on  farms  with  wind- 
breaks that  a  more  thorough  survey  of  windbreaks  planted  by  the  Service 
is  being  sought.     In  tx^o  of  the  States,  local  officers  sent  questionnaires 
to  owners  of  farms  in  typical,  widely  scattered  sections.     In  the  others, 
Forest  Service  men  made  counts  of  birds  in  some  places,  and  nests  in 
others. 

Certified  Pennsylvania  is  the  only  State  having  an  available 

Pepper  Seed        source  of  certified  pepper  seed,  according  to  John  H. 

Light,  State  Secretary  of  Agriculture,     In  193^ 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  A,;;ri culture  prep^ared  regulations  for  the  cer- 
tification of  pepper  seed.    Since  that  time  grov;ers  have  followed  an 
intensive  seed  improvement  program  v;hich  has  resulted  in  the  development 
of  pex^per  varieties  that  shov;  pure  varietial  characteristics.  (Press.) 


Vol.  LXXVII,  No.  11  -  3  -  April  15,  1940. 

Trc.nsportation  "There  is  renewed  hope  for  some  order  out  of 

Coordination         chaos  in  our  national  transportation  system  in  the 

appointment  of  Ov/en  D.  Young  to  take  charge  of  a 
study  of  its  conplexities, "  says  an  editorial  in  the  iNTev/  York  Tines. 
"Mr.  Young  and  a  committee  of  v/hich  he  is  to  serve  as  chairman  v;ill 
carry  on  the  studies  'begun  "by  Joseph  P.  Eastman  v/hen  he  v/as  Federal 
Coordinator  of  Transportation. ..  .The  plight  of  the  railroads,  v/ith 
huge  funded  debt  and  revenues  seriously  impaired,  has  led  them  into 
v;idely  diversified  attacks  on  an  increasingly  lusty  young  rival  — 
highway  transportation.    Mounting  business  on  the  airlines,  both  in 
passengers  and  goods,  begins  to  offer  a  threat  to  the  several  forms, 
of  surface  transport.     Neither  ocean  steamship  nor  inland  waterv/ay 
service  is  without  perplexing  problems. 

"V/hat  is  needed  is  a  thoroughgoing  coordination  of  all  the 
services  of  land,  water  and  air,  based  upon  expert  investigation,  so 
that  our  immense  resources  in  mechanical  skills  may  be  put  to  the 
best  use.     Something  of  this  may  be  acco.~.plished  if  and  when  the  Con- 
gress takes  favorable  action  on  the  omnibus  transportation  bill  no^^^ 
in  conference.    Meanv/hilc  the  moro  light  cn  so  difficult  a  subject 
the  better.    The  problem  is  a  long-range  one.     Kr.  Young,  by  experience 
and  ability,  is  vjcll  fitted  to  soo  it  whole." 


4-H  "G-rads"  A  survey  has  just  been  completed  by  R.  A,  Turner 

in  College         of  the  Extension  Service  v/hich  shov/s  that  37,78  per- 
cent of  the  students  now  enrolled  in  agriculture  and 
home  economics  at  the  agricultural  colleges  in  the  Central  States  are 
former  4-H  Club  members.     The  actual  number  of  former  4-H  Club  members 
enrolled  in  1939-40  is  5,934  v;hich,  v/hen  compared  with  the  751 
reported  in  the  first  survey  made  in  1927-28,  clearly  indicates  a 
definite  trend.     Illinois,  v/ith  49.53,  reported  the  largest  percentage 
of  students  v/ho  v/ere  former  4-H  Club  members.     Indiana  ranked  second 
with  47,94  percent;  Nebraska  third,  \Ath  44,79  percent;  Kansas  fourth, 
with  43,32  percent;  and  Iowa  fifth,  v/ith  41,56  percent.  (Extension 
Service  Reviev/,  April.) 

Source  of  The  recent  order  of  the  United  States  C-overnment 

Qij-inine  for  700,000  ounces  of  quinine  is  one  of  the  largest 

single  orders  for  the  drag  ever  recorded  says  a  press 
report.     The  order  was  placed  in  Amsterds.m,  chief  market  for  the  supply 
from  the  Netherlands  Indies,     "Efforts  v/ere  made  in  California  more 
than  fifty  years  ago  to  grov/  the  cinchona  tree,  from  the  bark  of  which 
quinine  is  obtained;  but  experiments  failed,  just  as  did  those  made 
later  in  California,   in  Louisiana  and  Florida,"  says  a  bulletin  from 
the  National  G-eographic  Society,     "Now  Uncle  Sam.  is  trying  to  produce 
the  drug  in  Puerto  Hico, . . . . Java  is  the  source  of  more  than  90  percent 
of  the  v/orld  supply,  a  virtual  monopoly." 
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Exports?  to  A  special  "bulletin  oil  United  States  trade  with 

Scandinavia       Sweden,  Ivorvray ,  Denmark  and  S^inland  has  "been  issued  by 

the  'JJepartment  of  Commerce.  The  report  shows  that  ex- 
ports from  the  United  States  to  Sweden,  '!for\\^a.y,  Denmark  and  Finland 
have  increased  since  the  beginning  of  1939  ^^^^  this  rising  tendency 
was  accentxiated  after  SeiDtember,  1939*  ^^-^  principal  United  States 
products  exported  directly  to  these  northern  coimtrias  in  1939  v^ere 
automobiles,  machiner.;?-,  petroleum  products ,  raw  cotton,  iron  and  steel, 
copper,  foodstuffs  and  tobacco^     (Wall  Street  Jotirnal.) 

Jap  Beetle  "One  of  the  most  serious  insect  pests  of  foreign 

in  Illinois        origin  which  has  ever  invaded  Illinois  is  the  Japanese 

beetle,"  says  J,  H,  Lloyd,  director,  Illinois  Department 
of  Agriculture,  in  tho  Prairie  i'armer  (April  6)«    "  * » ,  .A  cooperative 
project,  betv/een  the  Illinois  Sta.te  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  was  org.anizod  to  halt  the 
spread  of  the  beetle*    During  the  past  t'/o  seasons  assistance  was  also 
obtained  from  the  Workc  Progress  Administration,    Due  to  the  efforts  of 
these  agencies  the  beecle  infestations  in  Illinois  have  been  held  at  a 
mininnim;  and  today,  almost  six  years  after  the  first  of  these  pests 
was  discovered  in  Illinois,  no  commercial  damage  has  been  occasioned  by 
them  and  the  beetle  po^^ulation  has  been  greatly  reduced  from  its  peak 
in  1930  

"A  hearing  was  held  in  Ifashington,  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
discontinuing  the  Federal  quarantine.     The  Illinois  State  Post  Control 
Committee  concliided  that  the  Federal  q_uarantine  should  be  maintained 
and  that  biological  control  measures  should  be  inaugura.ted  in  Illinois 
as  soon  as  possible.     It  vras  further  concluded  that  studies  on  the 
effect  of  this  pest  on  soy  beans  and  other  leading  Illinois  crops  shotild 
be  undertaken  to  learn,  if  loossible,  whether  or  not  certain  varieties 
are  in  any  degree  resistant  to  the  attack  of  this  insect, 

Markets  Paper  companies  are  studying  the  effects  of  the 

for  Pulp  northward  trend  of  the  European  v/rr  on  Scandinavian 

pulp  producing  countries  v;ith  a  view  to  establishing 
new  paper  prices,  vjhich  are  based  on  the  cost  of  pulp  to  the  paper 
manufacturers,  says  a  report  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal.    Puij)  j;rices 
are  fixed  q_uarterl3/  and  the  ci:rrent  price  for  11?. »  1  paper  pulp  is  $6l 
a  ton. 

Another  report  in  the  Journal  says  that  C-reat  Britain  and  France 
nay  have  to  enter  the  American  o.nd  Canadian  markets  for  a  large  portion 
of  their  prJ.p  supplies  should  the  Norwegian,  Swedish  and  Finnish  markets 
be  cut  off.    Eli:^ination  of  pulp  supplies  from  these  three  countries 
will  not  create  an^T-  pulp  shortage  for  American  consumers  since  pulp 
producers  in  the  United  Sts^tes  and  Canada,  have  productive  capacities 
ample  for  normal  der.ands« 
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WALLACE  ASKS  Secretary  Wallace  urged  ConrTress  yesterday  to  cake 

MODIFIED  v;hat  he  called  21  "minor  modifications"  in  the  farm 

FABIA  PLAN  program  in  the  interest  of  "effective  and  economical  ad- 

ministration."   His  proposed  amendments,  directed,  chief- 
ly at  wheat,  cotton  and  tobacco  phases  of  the  progrrxi,  did  not,  he 
said,  "call  for  any  substantial  chanr^e"  because  of  his  belief  in  the 
pro£;;ram's  basic  soundness.    His  recommendations  were  made  in  a  letter 
to  Speaker  Bjuikhead. 

Among  general  changes,  he  proposed  amendments  to  v/hich  he  said 
v;ould:     Simplify  the  method  of  maicing  pa^'ments  to  deceased  payees;  re- 
quire persons  entitled  to  benefit  paym.ents  to  apply  personally  therefor; 
clarify  the  definition  of  "market"  to  make  the  act  applicable  to  the 
marketing  by  producers  of  cotton,  v/heat ,  rice  or  tobacco  in  processed 
form,  and  to  include  gifts  under  "marketing";  provide  penalties  for 
buyers  v;ho  fail  to  pay  the  Government  penalties  collected  from  produc- 
ers; extend  from  one  to  two  years  the  time  in  v;hich  applications  may 
be  made  for  a  refund  of  a  penalty  erroneously  collected;  pla.ce  upon  the 
producer  the  burden  of  proving,  in  cases  of  dispute,  that  he  has  not 
marketed  a  commodity  subject  to  penalty.     (A, P.) 


GOVERNMENT  The  Department  of  Agriculture's  graduate  school 

GRADUATE  and  similar  intra-governmental  institutions  for  the 

TRAINING  adwvancement  of  learning  ai.iong  Federal  employees  lack 

full  authority  of  law  and  fail  to  acco"'JLnt  for  funds 
obtained  in  tuitions  and  fees,  Act  trollor  General  Richard  N. 

Elliott  declared  in  a  report  to  Congress  yesterd^ay  of  training  and 
educational  activities  of  15  Government  dex^artments  and  independent 
agencies. 

Elliott  called  attention  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the 
President  of  the  Senate  to  the  existence  of  what  amounts  to  post-grad- 
uate universities  in  the  Department  of  -^"agriculture,  the  Farm  Credit  Ad- 
ministration, and  the  Department  of  Commerce.    In  a  letter  accompanying 
the  report,  Elliott  declared  his  office  felt  "matters  reported"  should 
be  brought  to  Congress*  attention  and  recommended  legislation  defining 
the  scope  of  educational  programs  for  Goverriment  workers,  provided 
continuation  is  deemed  "proper."     (Washington  Post.) 
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Apple  "The  Pennsylvania  Horticultural  Association  has 

Package  asked  the  U«  S,  Department  of  Agriculture  to  call  a 

conference  on  ne^^'  ap'ple  packages  and  nevj  grades  there- 
fore, inviting  all  interested  neighboring  states  to  send  representa- 
tives," says  Miles  Horst  in  Pennsylvania  J'armer  (April  6)«  "The 
calling  of  such  a  conference  has  grown  out  of  discussions  at  state 
meetings  of  apple  growers  v/here;  the  feeling  has  developed  that  apple 
men  must  find  a  way  of  reducing  the  costs  of  their  packages.  Several 
suggestions  v/ill  be  consideredc    One  is  the  development  of  a  nev/  com- 
bination of  ma,terials  (wood,  fiberboardj  steel,  etCo)  which  will  permit 
reducing  costs.    Another  is  to  increase  the  size  of  the  package,  per- 
haps a  one  and  th_ree-f if ths  bushel  box,  such  as  the  citrus  grov/ers  use,. 

Anglo  Soviet  Nature  writes  that  the  Anglo  Soviet  Journal  "has 

Publication       been  started  with  the  purpose  of  supply  *the  more 

scientifically  skilled  and  specializing  v;orkers  in  the 
British  Commonwealth  with  a  regula,r  flow  of  information,  accurate  and 
reliable,  on  the  progress  and  developments  that  are  being  realized  in 
the  U,SoS»R,,  in  their  ov;n  field,  the  field  which  they  understand 
'beattt^    The  first  issue  is  largely  devoted  to  accounts  of  exhibitions, 
particularly  of  the  great  Agricultural  Exhibition  held  in  Moscow  last 
summer,  which  was  unquestionably  the  most  magnificent  effort  of  its 
kind  the  world  has  ever  seen,"     (Science,  April  12,) 

Bang*s-Pree  In  the  cooperative  campaign  conducted  by  the  " 

Area  Gains         Department  and  the  States  to  eradicate  Bang's  disease 

in  cattle,  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  has  just 
designated  59  niore  cotmties,  distributed  among  I3  States,  as  additions 
to  the  modified  accredited  Bang^s  disease-free  area.    The  59  counties 
contain  approximately  63^,000  dairy  or  breeding  cattle  6  months  or 
more  of  age.    The  States  affected  are:    Alabama,  Arkansas,  Georgia, 
Idaho,  Louisiana,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  North  Carolina,  North  Dakota, 
Pennsylvania,  Tennessee,  Utah  and  Washington, 

Cotton  Use  H,        Thompson,  assistant  extension  director  in 

Organization     Arkansas,  was  named  chairman  of  a  cotton  utilization 

group  organized  recently  at  a  state-v/ide  meeting,  says 
the  Arkaneas.  Gazette.     Increased  domestic  use  of  cotton  is  the  objec- 
tive.   The  organization  is  composed  of  fedoro.l  and  state  agricultural 
groups  and  reprosontatives  of  the  cotton  industry.    The  meeting  adopted 
the  government's  new  cooperative  cotton  mattress-making  program  as  a 
starter  tov/ard  expanded  hone  consumption  of  cotton  despite  protests  of 
rcT^resentatives  of  the  Greater  Little  Rock  mattress  manufacturers, 
(PPS  308.) 
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Street  Tree  "Trees,"  says  the  April  issue  of  this  periodicalj 

Project  "has  launched  a  project  that  shoiild,  when  completed, 

"be  of  inestimable  value  to  park  superintendents ,  city- 
foresters,  landscai^e  architects  and  others  who  plan  and  plant  trees  on 
city  streets  and  highways.     It  is  to  "be  a  comprehensive  series  of  nine 
charts  covering  the  entire  country.    A  chart  appeared  in  the  October 
1939  issue  of  Trees  for  Southern  California  street  trees,  and  the  other 
Bections  will  be  treated  on  the  same  basis «     The  first  of  the  nationwide 
series  to  get  under  v/ay  is  that  for  the  Northeastern  States 4  .As  the 
charts  are  compiled  they  will  be  made  public  in  Trees,  then  later 
brought  together  in  book  form  along  with  pictures  of  individual  speci- 
mens, outstanding  examples  of  street  tree  plantings  and  data  on  disease 
and  insect  problems,  etc.,,..." 

Porest  Fire  "Forest  fire  danger  rating  is  an  important  subject 

Analysis  to  most  federal  and  many  state  forest  protection 

agencies,"  says  an  abstract  of  an  article,  "Statistical 
Analysis  of  Fire  Weather  Station  Distribution,"  by  William  Morris, 
of  the  Forest  Service,  in  April  Journal  of  Forestry,    "It  is  relatively 
new  and  is  being  rapidly  revised  and  improved.    In  this  development 
stage  one  of  the  first  j^roblems  of  practical  application  is  to  determine 
the  number  of  fire  weather  observing  stations  that  are  necessary  for  a 
given  precision  in  measuring  the  weather  factors.    The  article  describes 
a  statistical  study  of  the  variation  among  fire  weather  observing  sta- 
tions to  determine  the  relative  precision  obtained  from  various  numbers 
of  stations  per  ranger  district  in  Oregon  and  Washington," 

Survey  of  Out  of  some  12,508  foreclosures  completed  by  the 

Foreclosures      l^cderal  land  banks  and  the  Land  Bank  Commissioner  during 

the  12  months  ended  December  31»  1939 »  30  percent  lost 
their  farms  because  the  borrowers  were  unable  to  carry  the  debt  burden 
under  ordinary  conditions,  according  to  a  survey  recently  made  public 
by  Governor  A,        Black  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration,     The  largest 
percentage  of  foreclosures  resulting  from  this  reason  was  reported  in 
the  Berkeley  distriot  vrhere  it  ran  up  to  57  percent.    The  other  districts 
where  this  reason  for  foreclosure  was  very  important  were  as  follows: 
Houston,  30  percent;  Wichita,  Louisville  and  Springfield,  about  33  pe^:- 
cent;  St,  Paul,  3I  percent,  and  Omaha,  3O  percent, 

A  further  analysis  of  the  reasons  for  foreclosure  during  the  year 
disclosed  that  throughout  the  country  at  large  the  land  ba.nks  ascribed  53 
percent  to  "borrower  hot  doing  his  honest  best,"  U  percent  to  "borrower 
not  taking  proper  care  of  security,"  and  11  percent  to  "borrov/er  not  mak- 
ing proper  api^lication  of  farm  income."     It  is  obvious  that  over-apprale- 
alS    have  been  rather  frequent,  when  one  out  of  every  three  farms  is 
foreclosed  because  the  borrower  was  unable  to  carry  the  debt  burden 
^'under  normal  conditions," 
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USHA  Aids  The  United  States  Housing  Authority  has  annoiinced 

Farm  Home  that  six  county  housing  authorities,  located  in  various 

Construction     parts  of  the  United  States ,  ' have  "been  approved  to  build 

homes  for  farm  families  of  low  income*    The  total  cost 
of  the- 1300  projected  homes  v;ill  "be  $2,805,000-,  90  percent  of  which 
will  "be  finaliced  "by  loaas  from  the  USHA  hearing  2.75  percent  interest. 
Sixteen  states  authorize  county  housing  ancctitstioii.  In  addition 
there  should  be  included  the  District  of  Columbia  which  has  created  an 
Alley  Dwelling  Authority  and  the  three  New  England  states  of  Vermont, 
Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut  which  have  given  similar  powers  to  their 
towns'  '(t'ownships). 

The  1,300  houses  to  be  built  by  the  six  county  authorities  are  to 
be  constructed  at  an  average  cost  of  $2,000  including  land.    An  annual 
rental  charge  of  $50  per  dwelling,  with  annual  contributions  from  the 
USHA  to  maintain  lov;  rents,  will  enable  the  authorization  of  the' loan 
in  sixty  years.    Only  the  very  lowest  income  groups  among  farm  families 
will  be  beneficiaries  of  the  program.    Maintenance  and  repair  work  by 
the  tenants  vjill  be  credited  against  the  rentals  charged  them. 

In  design  the  dwellings  will  resemble  those  under  the  successive 
•jurisdiction  of  the  Subsistence  Homesteads  Corporation,  the  Rural  Re- 
habilitation Program  of  the  Resettlement  Administration,  and  now  under 
the  Farm  Security  Administration.    The  housas  will  be  of  bungalow  type, 
of  clapboard  construction,  and  composition  shingle  roofs.    They  will 
contain  four  to  seven  rooms  and  cost  on  an  average  $1,600«    Four  hundred 
dollars  is  allovj-ed  to  purchase  an  acre  of  land  for  each  house.  The 
houses  will  not  be  grouped  together  in  colonies  as  under  other  public 
housing  programs,  and  all  families  seeking  occupancy  will  be  certified 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  on  the  basis  of  ability  to  pay  and  dis- 
position toward  maintenance  and  repair  work.     (National  Municipal  Re- 
view, April.) 

Research  "Many  thoughtless  people  remark  that  some  of  the 

and  Prices         newer  and  highly  potent  remedies  are  entirely  too  ex- 
pensive," says  an  editorial  in  Clinical  Medicine  and 
Surgery  (April).     "Let  us  remember  that  most  of  these  medicines  were 
discovered  or  invented  by  highly  trained  chemists  and  pharmacologists, 
whose  time  and  knov;ledge  are  so  valumble  that  they  must  be  paid  for  at 
a  high  price,  working,  over  long  periods  of  time,  in  the  research  lab- 
oratories of  pharmaceutical  manufacturers,  and  occasionally  (but  not 
very  often)  producing  a  new  compound  which  is  safe  enough  and  powerful 
enough  to  warrant  its  being  placed  on  the  market..... 

"As  society  is  at  present  constituted,  the  only  waj'"  to  have  a 
piece  of  worthwhile  v;ork  done  promptly  and  efficiently,  is  to  turn  it 
over  to  some  intelligent,  energetic,  and  trained  man  (or  let  him  start 
out  upon  it  of  his  own  initiative),  and  show  him  that  he  can  receive  a 
reasonable  remunera.tion  for  the  time  and  effort  expended.    If  we  had  had 
to  wait  for  the  drugs,  machines,  and  appliances  which  have  made  possible 
the  recent  astonishing  advances  in  medical  practice,  until  official  or 
privately  endowed  institutions  got  around  to  figure  them  out,  many  of 
our  most  helpful  remedies  would  still  be  in  the  x^romb  of  the  future....." 
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CIVIL  SERVICE  Charges  that  "petty  tyranny"  is  practiced  hy  heads 

PHOTECTIOlNf       ••  ^af 'Government  agencies  in  the  dismissal  of  civil  service 

•employees  were  voiced  yesterday  "by  Representative  Barry 
"of  New  York,  says  a  report  in  the  Washington  Star.    Mr.  Barry  echoed 
the  sentiment  of  other  witnesses  at  the  opening  of  hearings  on  nine 
bills  to  provide  some  form  of  appeal  from  executive  dismissals  or  sus- 
pensions.   All  witnesses  favored  some  legislation  providing  an  appeals 
board. 

Chairman  Ramspeck  disagreed  with  claims  that  civil  service  employees 
have  a  lifetime  guarantee  on  their  Jobs.    He  emphasized  they  are  subject 
to  dismissal  at  the  will  of  executive  heads  and  said  "they  are  helpless 
if  the  head  of  an  agency  wants  to  get  rid  of  them  and  that  is  the  reason 
why  we  are  pushing  legislation  providing  for  an  appeal  board." 


LOBBYING  "A.  G.  Black,  Governor  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administra- 

CHARGED  TO  '  tion,  was  accused  last  night  by  Representative  Reed  of 
FCA  CHIEE  New  York  of  violating  Federal  antilobbying  statutes  by 

trying  to  drum  up  farmer  sentiment  for  the  Jones-Wheeler 
farm  credit  bill,"  says  Felix  Cotten,  Washington  Post  staff  vrritcr. 

"Reed  made  public  copies  of  a  letter  by  Black  and  a  memorandum 
from  Secretary  V/allace  xv'hich  he  said  Black  had  mailed,  pjostage  free, 
under  date  of  April  10  to  630,000  Federal  Land  Bank  borrowers.  The 
letter,  he  charged,   'v/as  in  defiance  of  tv/o  statutes  prohibiting 
political  or  lobbying  activities  by  Federal  officials.'....." 

GRADUATE  A  critical  report  from  Acting  Controller  General 

SCHOOL  ■  Richard  N.  Elliott  on  the  operation  of  the  Graduate 

School  of  the  Department  of  Agricultui'o  and  smaller 
educational  units  at  the  Bureau  of  Standards  and  Farm  Credit  Administra- 
tion yesterday  brought  a  defense  from  Dr.  Albert  F.  Woods,  head  of  the 
Agriculture  esta-blishment ,  says  a  report  in  the  Washington  Star.  He 
declared  that  it  cost  the  Government  nothing,  and  that  the  use  of  such 
Government  facilities  as  v/ere  employed  by  the  school  v/as  compensated  by 
the  advantages  that  accrued  to  the  Government  tlirough  its  o^^eration* 
The  schools  offer  advanced  training  in  a  variety  of  subjects  as 
well  as  in-service  training  designed  to  broaden  the  knowledge  of  Federal 
employees  as  to  their  jobs.    Under  a  cooperative  agreement  with  the 
American  University  and  University  of  Maryland  it  is  also  possible  to 
get  credits  at  these  institutions  for  the  courses  pursued  in  the  Govern- 
ment classrooms. 
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New  Pre-  "Last  siunmer  the  Pierce  Poundation  (a  non-profit 

Fabricated  organization)  erected  at  Lebanon,  N»J.,  an  experimental 
Houses  House  which  was  intended  to  be  the  answer  to  the  demand 

for  modern,  lov;-cost  housing,"  says  Business  Week 
(April  13).    "The  I939  house,  planned  for  mass  production  and  sale  at 
about  $l,750f  including  necessary  equipment  and  furniture,  proved  it- 
self O.K.  for  territories  south  of  Washington,  D.  C.    No.  2  will  pro- 
vide comfortable  living  to  the  Canadian  line  or  beyond,  is  all-electric, 
has  numerous  improvements*    Its  cost  complete  was  $2,632.    Mass  methods 
in  construction  and  sales  should  reduce  the  final  price  to  $2,500  — ► 
which  is  within  the  new  PHA  jjlan  for  home  financing.. ». .Outer  wall  of 
the  new  house  is  of  thres-eighth  inch  phenolic  plyv;ood;  but  inside 
there  is  one-inch  glass  fiber  blanket  insulation,  one  inch  of  air  space, 
and  one-half  inch  plywood  inner  wall..,.. 

"Electrical  items  include  a  range,  hot  water  heater,  and  a  'food 
chest*  (refrigerator).    The  cooking  unit  has  a  fryer  whose  heat  element 
lifts  up  disclosing  a  recess  that  employs  the  same  element  for  broiling, 
also  a  combination  roasting  pan  and  oven.    The  refrigerator  does  not 
make  ice  cubes,  but  maintains  sufficiently  low  tempera^ture  to  preserve 
foods.    The  water  heater  is  automatic,  of  lO-gallon  capacity.  These 
units  have  stood  up  successfully  in  I50  use  tests.    They  will  be  put 
on  the  market  later, ... ,The  planners  have  developed  a  special  automatic 
electric  scrub  bucket  and  electric  tea  kettle.    These  plug  into  any  out- 
let, shut  themselves  off  v;hen  sufficient  heat  is  attained.    Also  in- 
cluded in  the  house  cost  is  a  toaster,  waffle  iron  and  coffee  maker,  all 
electric.    Tests  indicate  that  the  average  economical  family  can  run 
this  equipment  for  about  $10  a  month  where  the  cost  for  current  is  around 
2^  per  kilowatt  hour  minimum  " 

PSA  Texas  Record-breaking  collections  from  farm  families  who  a 

Collections       few  years  ago  v/ere  denied  credit  by  all  other  private 

and  public  agencies  were  reported  recently  by  C.  M.  Evans, 
PSA  regional  director  (for  Texas  and  Oklahoma) ,  says  special  correspond- 
ence in  the  San  Antonio  Express.    Mr.  Evans  reviewed  the  work  of  his 
organization  during  its  first  five  years.    These  "poor  credit  risks"  are 
not  only  repaying  their  loans,  but  they  are  also  investing  their  money 
in  more  and  better  livestock,  equipment  and  houses,    Ev^ans  said,  and 
putting  less  of  it  into  r,ur chase  of  food.    The  average  Texas  family 
financed  and  supervised  by  PSA  grew  $263  worth  of  food  at  home  last  year, 
compared  with  $l"31  worth  the  year  before  they  came  into  the  PSA  program, 
Evans*  report  shov/ed.    A  collection  record  of  100  percent  has  been  made 
in  that  section  of  the  PSA  program  which  involves  loans  to  selected 
tenants  with  v/hich  to  purchase  and  improve  farms.    Not  one  delinquency 
has  been  reported  among  the  50^  former  tenants  in  Texas  who  have  become 
owners  of  their  farms  under  this  program,  which  was  begun  three  years 
ago.    Texas  loans  closed  in  the  past  few  months  or  to  be  closed  by  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year  total  517,  bringing  to  1,023  the  number  of  farms 
bought  -under  this  i^vo-jxein  in  Texas  since  passc\ge  of  the  Bankhead- Jones 
Act  in  1937.     (PPS  316.) 
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Cotton  "The  Memphis  cotton-stamp  experiment  will  "be  watched 

Stamps  with  interest  all  over  the  country  and  especially  in. the 

south,"  an  Atlanta  Constitution-editorial  says  in  part. 
"If  it  proves  satisfactory  there,  it  xvill  "be  extended  to  other  cities 
and  it  is  possible  that,  ultimately,  it  may  "bring  about  an  appreciable 
reduction  in  that  troublous  cotton  surplus.     In  any  event,  it  should 
contribute  to  a  bridging,  of  that  distribution  gap  between  the  surplusage 
of  natural  wealth  and  productivity  in  the  United  States ,  and  the  mil- 
lions of  unfortunates  v;ho,  in  the  past,  have  been  forced  to  undergo 
serious  deprivations  of  the  essentials  of  life.    After  all,  there.is.no 
more  inexplicable  problem  or  condition,  in  a  supposedly  civilized' 
America,  than  that  su2rplus  products  should  constitute  a  problem  on  the 
one  hand,  v.'ith  hungry  and  ill-clad  people  an  equal  problem  on  the  other. 

(pps  317.) 

Stamps, for     _  Consolidation  of  the  relief  distribution  of  textiles 

Textiles  into  the  hands  of  one  agency,  through  v;ider  application 

'  ,..  of  the  stamp  plan,  and  appropriation  of.  WJi  funds  to  -the 

cotton  stamp  plan  vrere  recommended  recently  by  Samuel  C.  Lamport  head 
of  a    manufacturing  company  and  one  of  the  original  sponsors  of  the  ex- 
tension, of  the  food-stamp  plan  to  cottons.    Ee  said  the  present  system 
un'der  v;hich  cotton  textiles  are  handled  by  WPA  sewing  rooms,  by  the  . 
Federal  Surplus .Commodities  Corporation  and  the  Federal  Surplus  Relief 
Corporation  results  in  waste  of  public  funds,  reduces  the  volume  of  ,.  ; 
goods  reachin^\  the' needy  and  falls  short  of  providing  the  impetus  to  the 
cotton  goods  and  raw  potton  markets  that  could  be  achieved  through  a  . 
unified  system.     (New  York  Tines.)- *■ 

"Bawl"  ,        Mississippi's  "Bawi"  ("Balance  Agriculture  With 

Industry")  will  die  by  legislative  decree  June  1,  says 
Business  Week  (April  I3).    The  Mississippi  industrial  act  which  brought 
"Bawi"  into  being  was  passed  in  I936,    After  the  first  3I  months  of. 
operation,  the  commission  adaninistering  the  lav;  reported  that  it  had 
brought  10  new  industries  into  the  state,  with  jobs  for  U, 000  workers 
and  an  annual  payroll  of  ,$U,000,000. 

Irrigation  The  irrigation  water  supply  in  over  half  the  11 

Water  Supply.  ■  Western  S,ibat.es  will  be  below  normal  during  the  growing 

season  and  in  some  States  the  supply  ,v/ill  be  lowest 
in  years,  the .  SCS . announc-ed  in  making  public  the;  results  of  the  final 
snow  surveys  in  the  Cascades,  Sierras  and  Rocky ^.ountains.    Many,  of 
the  rivers  traversing. the  high  plains  region  have  their  source  in  the 
snow  pack  of  the  Rockies. . 

R.  R, 'Farrar  R,  R.  Farrar,  B.D.I,  has  been  appointed  to  represent 

Appointed  the  Bureau  in  its  cooperative  program  with  the  Ohio  Ex- 

tension Service  to  improve  the  quality  of  Ohio  Swiss 
cheese.    He  will  succeed  R.  E,  Har dell,-  who  resigned  recently.    Mr.  Far- 
rar will  have  headquarters  at  Sugarcreek. 
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Walter-Logan  •  "The  Walter-Logan  "bill,  which  is  being  debated  in 

Bill  Gomment      the  House,  has  "been  properly  singled' out  as  one  of  the 

most  important  pieces  of  legi slat iah-  pending  "before  Con- 
gress," says  an  editorial  in  the  Washington  Post*  '  "It  v/ould  affect 
imore  than  100  federal  agencies  and  bureaus*  "More  important,  it  would 
have  a  vital  bearing  upon  the  rights  of  citizens  who  come  liito  contro- 
versy with  those  agencies* .** .The  House  Judiciary  Committee  report  ap- 
proving the  measure  expresses  doubt  v/hether  Hhere  has  been  legislation 
proposed  In  a  century  \irhich  has  had  m.ore  extended  arid  careful  study 
..than  that  given  to  this  bill.'     It  is  the  product  of  more  than  three 
years  of  work  by  a  special  committee  of  the  American  Bar  Association 
and  carries  the  Indorsement  of  many  organizations  of  both  lawyers  and 
laymen,  .  ■  .    ;    .  : . 

"The  simple  purpose  of  the  bill  is  to  define  more  clearly  the; 
rights  of  the  individual  in  dealing  with  the  Government ***. *For  example, 
there  is  no  uniform  requirement  that  all  rules  and  regulations  set-up  by 
governmental  agencies  be  published.    Citizens  may  be  prosecuted  for 
violation,  of  rules  they  have  never  heard  of  and  which  they  could  not 
even  find- in  print.    The  Walter-Logan  bill  would  require  publication  of 
such  regulations  in' the  I'ederal  Register  before  they  go  into  effect. 
Interested  citizens  would. have  an  opportunity,  moreover,  to  express  their 
views  as  to  what  regulations  would  be  proper  and  desirable*    The  bill 
would.-     require  all  Federal  administrative  agencies  to  conduct  public 

hearings  before  formulating  their  rules  and  regulations  Some 

provisions  of  the  bill  may  be  found  to  be  unv/ise.    But  the  principle  on 
which  it  rests  is  basically  sound  " 

An  editorial  in  the  New  York  Times,  commenting  on  the  same  bill, 
says  "in  its  potential  results  if  it  should  become  law,  the  bill  is 
the  most  important  single  measure  considered  in  the  present  session  of 
Congress," 

Forest        •  ■  N.  Cooper  of  the  Forest  Service  recently  assumed 

Farming  his  new  duties  as  forester  of  the  new  forest  farming 

\         project  in  Atkinson  County  (Ga.),  says  a  report  in -the 
Atlanta  Constitution*    The  project  is  designed  to  help  farmers  learn 
how  to  grow  trees  as  a  money  crop  and  to  show  the  many  v/ays  in  which  a 
forest  tract  on  the  farm  can  benefit  the  owner.    The  Atkinson  county 
forest  farm  is  one  of  the  first  in  the  south  to  be  set  up  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Norris-Doxey  act.    The  program  calls  for  reforestation 
when  needed,  cutting  plans  for  existing  woodlands  and  marketing  as- 
sistance, as  well  as  protection  of  forest  areas  from  damage  by  fire, 
grazing  and  diseases.    Production  and  distribution  of  nursery  stock  for 
reforestation  will  be  handled  by  the  Georgia  Division  of  Forestry. 
Other  cooperating  a^cencies  are  the  Georgia  Extension  Service  and  the 
Soil  Conservation  Service.    .(PPS  319.)         •-     •  .... 


UAIJLY  DIGEST  

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers,"  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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ECONOMICS  The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  predicted 

FORECAST  yesterday  an  improvenent  in  general  econonic  condi- 

tions "by  sunner.     In  a  statenent  the  "bureau  noted 
that  the  sharp  winter  down  swing  in  industrial  production  had  leveled 
off. 

The  Federal  Reserve  Board  concurred  with  an  announcement  that  the 
industrial  activity  rate  of  decline  had  slowed  down  in  March  and  that 
there  was  "little  further  decrease"  in  the  first  half  of  April.  The 
seasonally  adjusted  Index  of  Industrial  Production  was  IO3  for  March, 
the  board  said,  comparod  with  the  record  high  of  12S  in  December,  IO9 
in  February  and  9^  in  March,  1939* 

The  economics  bureau  said  that  its  prediction  of  business  better- 
ment was  supported  by  "signs  of  better  dena^nd  for  steel  and  textiles 
than  since  last  fall,  reviving  interest  in  home  building  and  an  increase 
in  industrial  exports  relative  to  production."     (A, P.) 


BRITISH  British  home  consumption  of  cotton,  rayon  and  linen 

TEXTILES  was  slashed  yesterday,  says  a  London  wireless  to  the  Hew 

York  Times.    By  order  of  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the 
Defense  Regulations  domestic  supplies  of  cotton  and  rayon  goods  are  to 
be  cut  down  to  75  percent  of  the  pre-war  quantities  while  linen  goods 
and  products  are  restricted  to  25  percent  of  the  quantities  formerly 
available.    Leslie  Burgin,  Minister  of  Supply,  also  announced  a  temporary 
];)rohibit ion  on  the  placing  of  new  orders  for  cotton  yard  and  other  orders 
to  meet  the  export  needs  of  the  government. 

CHERRY  TREES  Double  cherry  blossoms  are  expected  to  make  their 

bow  in  East  Potomac  Park  April  25-27,  about  10  days  be- 
hind the  single  blooms,  Capital  Parks  officials  said  yesterday.  The 
trees  bearing  double  blossoms  line  the  park  drive  and  are  also  on  Hains 
Point. 


Vol.  LXXYII,  No.  Ik 


-  2  - 

Section  2 


April  18,  I9U0. 


Electric  With  about  l6o,000  low-cost  dwelling  units  under 

Meter  construction  "by  local  housing  authorities  all  over  the 

country,  the  United  States  Housing  Aiithority  faces 
numerous  problems  of  keeping  utility  costs  within  the  budgets  of  the 
low-income  families  destined  to  live  in  them*    To  solve  them,  a 
number  of  plans,  and  appliances  are  being  recommended  to  the  local 
groups.    Notable  among  the  appliances  is  a  color  dial  meter  designed 
to  give  a  tenant  control  over  his  cons"amption  of  electricity  somev^hat 
after  the  manner  of  the  cyclometer  recommended  by  the  Rural  Electrifi- 
cation Administration.:    Instead  of  showing  the  number  of  kilowatt-hours 
used,  the  round  dial  of  the  USHA  meter _is  divided  into  four  colors,  • 
To  represent  the  amount  of  current  allov/ad  the  tenant  as  apart  of  his 
rent  during  a  three-mionths '  jjeriod  (each  housing  project  buys  current 
wholesale  through  a  master 'meter  to  get  the  lowest  rate  possible), 
about  half  the  circumference  is  green.    When  the  moter^s  pointer  leaves 
the  green'  for  a  yellow  segment,  he' knows  he  has  used  about  25^z^  v;orth  of 
excess  current;  gray  represents  further  excess;  red  $1.  .  (Business  Week, 
April  13.)  ,■ 

Tobacco  Complaints  have  been  numerous  in  Maryland  about  the 

Marketing  old  State-warehouse  system  of  marketing  tobacco,  says  an 

editorial  in  the  Baltimore  Sion.     "Buyers  of  tobacco  have 
repeatedly  said  that  they  could  not  be  sure  of  q_uality  under  such  a 
system.     They  have  objected  to  a  selling  procedure  v/hich  forces  them  to 
buy  whole  hogsheads  of  tobacco  at  a  time- and  on  the  basis  of  a  single 
sample.    They  have  argued  that  they  much  x-;refer  the  loose-leaf  auction 
system,  v/here  tobacco  is  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  buyer  and  where  he 
can  see  what  he  gets  and  pay  accordingly, 

"The'  loose-leaf  system,  which  was  inaugurated  last  year  with  th'e 
establishment  of  two  nev7  warehouses  at  Hughesville  and  Upper  Marlboro, 
has  had  only  a  year  of  trial.    To  urge  a  return  to  the  older  methods 
of  selling,  about  which  so  much  complaint  has  been  made,  on  the  basis 
of  a  single  year's  experience  w-lth  the  nev^er  method,  implies  an  excess 
of  conserve-t isn.    Moreover,  it  runs  contrary  to  the  sound  merchandising 
■principle  that  the  cus'Lcmer  is  always  right.    This  principle,  which 
recognizes  the  necessicy  for  the  seller  to  accomm.odate  himself  in  some 
degree  at  least  to  the  needs  and  the  desires  of  the  b^ayer,  may  not, be 
as  ^applicable  to  the  tobacco  r.arkets  as  it  is  to  the  retail  trade,  but 
it  is  nevertheless  a  matter  the  tobacco  markets  cannot  entirely  ignore," 

(pps  323.)  •  ^ 

PSGG  Field  The  Department  has  announced  the  appointment  of 

Appointments      Paul  H,  Jordan  and  Kris  P.  Bemis  as  regional  directors 

of  the  PSCC  in  charge  of  the  Pood  Stamp  Plan  in  the 
Middle  West  and  Northeast  regions,  respectively. 
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Antioxidants  Reviewing  ice  cream  research  in  the  Ice  Cream  Trade 

in  Ice  Cream     Journal  (April),  P.  H,  Tracy,  tec^mical  editor,  says  "a 

product  made  from  oat  grain  called  avenex  has  recently 
teen  offered  to  the  food  industry  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  'flavor 
changes  that  are  due  to  oxidation.    Ihe  effectiveness  of  this  product 
as  an  antioxidant  has  boen  demonstrated  "by  Peters  and  Musher  and  others 
in  the  treatment  of  such  foods  as  lard,  potato  chips,  peanuts,  candy, 
coffee,  corn  oil,  fish  and  fish  oils.    Studies  conducted  at  the 
Illinois  Experiment  Station  have  shovm  the  proper  amount  of  avenex  to 
use  is  about  O.5  percent.     It  should  "be  added  "before  pasteurization. 
The  avenex  increases  the  viscosity  and  improves  the  "body  of  the  ice 
cream  so  that  in  some  cases  the  amount  of  serum  solids  or  sta'bilizer 
may  need  to  "be  reduced.    The  product  also  can  be  used  to  advantage  in 
sherbets.    Cream  that  is  to  be  stored  for  use  in  ice  cream  is  much 
likely  to  become  tallo^.'y  if  about  I.5  percent  avenex  is  added  previous 
to  pasteurization  at  170°  P.    The  use  of  corn  -f-lour  and  concentrates 
of  the  v;ater  soluble  constituents  of  oat  and  corn  flour  also  have  been 
studied  ajid  found  effective  as  antioxidants  " 

Highway  "Highway  users  v/ill  be  heartened  to  learn  that  the 

Service  Indiana  State  Police  oxe  broadcasting  up-to-the-minute 

information  on  road  conditions,  v/eather  sjid  other  data 
affecting  the  movement  of  traffic,"  sa2's  an  editorial  in  the  Indiana 
Farmers  C-uide  (April  6).    "The  reports  v;hich  are  being  sent  at  11  A.M. 
from  station  WPHE  are  relayed  to  outlying  points  immediately  by  five 
other  state  police  stations.    Farmers,  truck  drivers,  bus  operators 
and  ordinary  motorists  should  appreciate  this  service.    Many  times  a 
trip  would  be  planned  or  a  proposed  journey  called  off  if  last-minute 
information  on  weather  and  road  conditions  were  available.    \Iho  knov/s 
hovj  many  accidents  and  losses  of  life  could  be  averted  by  heeding  such 
reports?" 

Frozen  Food  The  latest  ^^inkle  in  frozen  food  distribution  — 

Distribution      door-to-door  selling  from  refrigerated  trucks  —  is  being 

tried  out  in  Ardmcre,  a  suburb  of  Philadelphia,  says  an 
article  in  Business  V/eek  (April  13).     Special  efforts  are  being  made  to 
sell  complete  dinners.    Here  is  a  current  89^  dinner:     "one  lb,  filet 
of  sole,  one  package  of  asparagus,  and  one  package  each  of  peas,  corn, 
and  asparagus,  with  string  beans  or  spinach  as  ealternates."  •  A  complete 
line  of  sea  foods,  meats,  poultry,  vegetables,  fruits,  fruit  Juices, 
and  ice  cream  is  carried  in  zero  compartments  of  the  trucks.    Each  truck 
has  a  compartment  of  slightly  higher  temperature  for  such  items  as 
bacon,  ham,  sausage,  and  tarter  sauce,     '     .    .  *  ' 

Argentine  The  first  official  estimate  of  the  I939-U0  Argentine 

Corn  Crop  corn  crop,  novj  being  harvested,  anticipates  a  total  yield 

,    of  ^3^,000,000  bushels,  according  to  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations, 
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Soil  Erosion  •       ■  ;:Soil  erosion  in  tho  vineyards  of  the  Finger  Lakes 
in  Vineyards.     district  of  New  York  is  tho  subject  of  an  article  in 

American  Fruit  G-rovrer,  for  April.    The  article  says  in 
part:     "That  this  soil  loss  x"'i'c"blem  is  not  new  is  graphically  evident 
"by  the  section's  raw  gullies,  rotting  posts,  sagging  vines,  rampant 
growth  of  xvild  brambles,  siimac  and  weeds;  signs  of  tho  discarding  of 
portions  of  vineyards    ivhen  the  soil  washed  down  to  the  lakes.  Over 
the  past  25  years  actually  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  vineyard 
acreage  has  been  abandoned,  but  a  survey  by  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service  reveals  that  nearly  two-thirds  of  the^ hillside  vineyards  are 
seriously  affected  by  erosion, to  the  extent  that  precautions  on  the  part 
of  growers  will  be  a  necessity  if  the  productivity  of  their  vineyards  is 
to  be  maintained.    These  growers  realize,  too,  that  they  would  have  a 
hard  time  duplicating  anywhere  else  the  climate  and  the  light  fertile 
soils  of  their  section  and  produce  the  tyyje  and  quality  of  fruit  they 
are  proud  of  today .G-rovrers  are  aware  of  their  predicament,  so  much 
so  that  more  than  ^00  of  them  recently  signed  a  petition  asking  the 
Soil  Conservation  Service  for  help  to  make  the  change  to  a  soil  conserr- 
vation  system  of  grape  culture  " 

Sterling  The  G-overnment  has  acted  to  protect  the  national 

Exchange.  economy  from  possible  adverse  effects  from  the  use  of 

the  -ijinofficial  sterling  exchange  rate  in  New  York  for 
purposes  of  collection  of  duties  on  exports  from  G-reat  Britain.  The 
United  States  nov;  will  recognize  only  the  official  rate.    The  announce- 
ment cane  as  result  of  a  conference  of  Secretary  Hull  with  Secretary 
Morgenthau,  Secretary  Wallace,  and  Attorney  General  Jackson.  The 
treasury  issued  instructions  to  customs  collectors  to  disregard  the 
relatively  low  unofficial  sterling  rate,  v/hich  recently  has  hovered 
around  $3«50        ^^-e  pound,  and  to  use  only  the  official  British  rate 
of  $^.03-2  for  customs  purposes.    Only  the  official  rs.tes  v/ill  be  used 
also  in  the  case  of  the  Canadian  dollar,  the  Nev;  Foundland  dollar,  and 
the  Australian  pound.     (New  York  Times.) 

Rumanian  Rumania  has  banned  temporarily  all  exports  of 

Export  Ban         wheat  to  Germany  and  other  foreign  buyers  and  at  the 

same  time  strengthened  her  Danube  River  police  to 
protect  the  Reich's  vital  shix)ping  from  any  possible  attempt  at 
se.botage,  says  an  Associated  Press  report  from  Bucharest.  Officials 
said  vrheat  exports  would  be  discontinued  at  least  until  after  this 
year's  harvest,  which,  it  v/as  estimated,  would  be  insufficient  to  meet 
Rumania's  own  needs. 

Wheat  &  Flour  The  Department  has  announced  contracts  during  the 

Exports'  period  July^l,  I939  —  April  10,  I9U0,  for  the  exporta- 

tion of  30,736,371  bushels  of  vjheat  and  wheat  in  the 
form  of  flour  under  its  i^heat  and'  flour  export  programs. 


DAILY  DIGEST  

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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VIALTER-IOGAN  The  House  yesterday  passed  hy  279  to  97  the 

MEASURE  Logan-Walter  hill  to  subject  rulings  and  orders  of 

the  130  Federal  bureaus  and  agencies  to  court  review, 
says  a  report  in  the  New  York  Times.    The  measure  covered  some  of  the 
ground  that  sponsors  of  amendments  to  the  Wages  and  Hours  Act  and  the 
National  Labor  Relations  Act  hope  to  change.    These  amendments  will 
be  considered  later  by  the  House,  probably  next  week. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  The  House  Civil  Service  Committee  yesterday  closed 

APPEAL  BILLS      its  open  hearings  on  nine  bills  proposing  various  forms 

of  courts  or  boards  of  ap-neal  for  civil  service  employees 
on  suspensions  or  dismissals  from  the  Government  service.    Harry  B.  Mit- 
chell, chairman  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission,  and  Ismar  Baruch, 
chief  of  the  Classification  Division  and  general  counsel,  the  only  wit- 
nesses yesterday,  opposed  proposals  for  an  independent  boards  of  ap- 
peals such  as  were  recommended  by  more  than  a  score  of  witnesses  repre- 
senting various  organizations  of  Government  employees.  (Washington  Star.) 

CAPITAL  PARK  Development  of  the  George  Washington  Memorial  Park- 

PLANNING  way  and  zoning  protection  for  the  Mo"unt  Vernon  Memorial 

Highway  were  among  the  projects  furthered  by  action  of 
the  National  Capital  Park  and  Planning  Commission  yesterday,  says  the 
V/ashington  Post.    The  commission  approved  contracts  for  acquisition  of 
106  lots  and  small  parcels  of  land  between  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  Great  Palls,  all  on  the  Maryland  side,  in  connection  with  the 
memorial  parkway. 


PATMAN  BILL  Two  labor  leaders  and  representatives  of  a  number 

OPPOSED  of  vegetable  and  fruit  grov/ers  told  a  House  subcommittee 

yesterday  that  chain  stores  had  helped  to  broaden  markets 
for  goods  and  distribute  surpluses.    They  testified  at  a  Ways  and  Means 
subcommittee  hearing,  each  in  opposition  to  the  Patnan  bill  for  Federal 
taxes  on  chain  stores.  (A.P.) 
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100  Soyl^eaii  An  exhibit  showing  nore  than  100  products  nade  fron 

Products  one  farn  crop  suggests  a  good  method  of  avoiding  over- 

production.   Such  an  exhibit  was  seen  "by  farmers  and 
others  who  visited  the  soybean  display  shown  in  St.  Joseph  (Missouri) 
recently.    Prepared  bjr  the  Agricultural  Department  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Hailroad,  and  shov/n  v.dth  cooperation  of  the  Dannen  Milling  Company,  even 
the  panels  used  in  this  exhibit  were  nade  from  plywood  .glued  together 
with  soybean  blue.    ■^-11  the  paints  and  varnishes  going  into  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  exhibit  contained  soybean  oil.    Printer's  ink,  foods,  feed, 
candies,  washable  w3.11paper,  linoleum,  synthetic  wool,  and  machine  cores 
v/ere  among  the  many  industrial  uses  displayed.     (Missouri  Huralist, 
April  13.) 

Migration  "T,  Roy  Reid,  regional  PSA  director  in  Arkansas, 

of  Farmers         has  done  the  farm  families  of  that  state  a  distinct 

service  by  urging  them  to  build  their  futures  in  their 
home  state  rather  than  in  fields  afar  where  only  uncertainty  and  dis- 
illusionment await,"  says  an  editorial  in  the  Memphis  Commercial  Ap- 
peal.    "He  cites  as  a  warning  and  an  example  the  unhap-oy  plight  of 
those  V7ho  have  moved  to  California,  Arizona,  Oregon,  Washington  and 
Idaho  during  recent  years.    He  speaks  a  shocking  truth  v/hen  he  says 
that  most  have  lost  their  f?rms  as  a  result  of  depression  or  drouth, 
or  v/ere  pushed  off  the  land,  if  they  were  tenants,  by  increased  use 
of  machinery, 

"Nor  does  he  exaggerate  vrhen  he  says  that  misery  has  resulted  for  - 
'the  most  and  that 'those  who  went  West  so  enthusiastically  and  so  hope- 
fully nov;  constitute  grave  social  and  economic  problems  for  the  states 
into  vjhich  they  migrated,    Mr.  Reid's  i\rarning  should  be  taken  to 
heart  by  the  farm. families  of  the  entire  South....."     (PPS  33I.) 

Beet  Pield  The  Children's  Bureau  has  issued  a  report  of  a 

Child  Labor        study  of         sugar  beet  laborers  and  their  families,  hi 

percent  of  them  migrants,  says  Survey  Midmonthly  (April). 
The  families  interviewed  by  the  investigators  were  performing  hand 
labor  in  sugar  beet  fields  scattered  over  five  states,  Michigan,  Minne- 
sota, Colorado,  Nebrasl^  and  Montana.     Of  the  201^  school-age  children, 
670  were  reported  an  working  in  the  beet  fields.     In  spite  of  a  maximxim 
vjork  day  of  eight  hours  established  under  the  production-adjustment 
contracts  then  in  force,  more  than  half  the  children  customarily  v;orked 
longer;  during  the  beet-thinning  season  more  than  a  fourth  worked 
tv/elve  hours  or  more  a  day.     Their  field  v/ork.  interfered  v/ith  schooling; 
about  a  third  of  the  children  v/ere  being  kept  out  of  school  until  the 
end  of  the  beet  harvest,  and  about  a  tenth  did  not  expect  to  enroll  in 
school  at  all  that  year. 
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Colchicine  Profound  sex  changes  in  plants  can  "be  mrde  "by 

Research  means  of  colchicine,  it  vas  reported  recently  to  the 

American  Philosophical  Society  by  Drs.  H.  E.  Warmke 
and  A,  P,  Blakeslee  of  the  Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington.  The 
plant  used  by  the  tv/o  researchers  v:as  Melandrium  dioicur.i.    In  nature, 
this  plant  bears  male  and  female  flowers  on  separate  plants,  instead 
of  having  male  and  female  (pollen  and  seed-producing)  parts  in  the 
same  flowers.     Sex  in  Melandrium,  is  linked  up  with  tv70  particular 
chromosomes,  knovm  as  X  and  Y.    A  plant  v/ith  the  combina-tion  XY  is 
male,  or  pollen-producing.    One  with  the  combination  XX  is  a  female, 
or  seed-bearing.    By  treatment  v;ith  colchicine,  new  strains  of 
Melandrium.,  with  double  the  usual  chromosome  numbers  ^  have  been  pro- 
duced.   Sex  chromosome  combinations  are  thus  -nossible  in  the  combina- 
tions XXXX,  XXYY  and  XXXY.    XX}3  plants  are  wholly  female,  XXYY  plants 
wholly  male.    XXXY  plants  are  male  but  have  a  touch  of  female  about 
them,  being  able  to  produce  a  few  seeds  v;hen  self-fertilized.  Prom 
seeds  produced  by  this  self-fertilization  new  plants  have  been  produced 
that  have  tv/o-sexed  flowers  like  those  found  in  the  majority  of 
familiar  forms,  able  both  to  produce  pollen  and  to  bear  seed.  (Science 
Service. ) 

Ramspeck  Tv7o  G-overnment  v/crks  chiefs  have  asked  the  Senate 

Bill  Hearing      Civil  Service  Comittee  to  open  the  way  for  several 

thousand  workers  to  enter  civil  service,  said  the 
Federal  Diary  of  the  Washington  Post.    Col.  P.  C,  Harrington,  \!Fk  ad- 
ministrator, said  that  the  threat  to  bar  employees  of  his  organization 
from  the  benefits  of  the  proposed  Ramspeck  bill  had  injured  morale. 
Col.  E,  W.  Clark,  head  of  the  Public  Works  Adrdni strati on,  asked  that 
some  vray  be  found  to  extend  Civil  Service  to  more  than  5»000  persons 
furloughed  from,  the  agency  since  last  July,  and  improve  their  chance 
of  finding  other  G-overnment  Jobs,    On  the  other  hand.  Senator  Schwartz 
of  Wyoming,  testified  that  employees  of  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority 
should  be  "specifically  exempted"  from  the  Razispeck  bill. 

Pellagra  Fatalities  from  pellagra  have  dropped  65  percent 

Campaign  since  I92S,  the  year  the  American  Red  Cross  began  its 

campaign  in  the  South  for  the  prevention  of  this 
disease  of  nutritional  starvation.    In  that  year,  the  deathrate  from 
the  disease  in  thirteen  southern  states  was  22  per  100,000  persons. 
Por  each  death  there  were  estimated  to  be  thirty-five  other  pellagrins. 
Today  the  deathrate  is  less  than  8  per  100,000.    The  conduct  of  com- 
munity nutrition  courses  was  also  part  of  the  campaign.    The  recent 
discovery  of  nicotinic  acid  as  a  specific  in  the  cure  of  the  disease 
has  opened  up  the  program  to  include  the  pellagra  sufferer  as  well  as 
the  potential  victim.    Already  the  ARC  is  cooperating  in  some  southern 
communities  in  operating  clinics  where  the  medicine  is  administered. 
(Survey  Midmonthly,  April.) 
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Eggs  in  "According  to  a  survey  reported  in  the  March  issue 

Stamp  flan         of  Poultry  Tribune,  5^0  percent  increase  in  egg  con«» 

smiption  "by  relief  families  was  reported  in  Springfield, 
111^,  where  the  stamp  plan  was  put  into  use  in  October ,  1939»"  says  the 
l^ational  Grocers'  Bulletin  (April).    "The  report  says  that  families 
interviewed  sa.id  they  used  an  average  of  1.1  eggs  per  person  each  week, 
or  57  eggs  per  year  before  the  stamps  v/ere  made  available,  but  nov;  use 
an  average  of  6,2  eggs  per  person,  or  approximately         per  person 
annually.    All  the  families  surveyed  in  Springfield  used  blue  stamps 
to  bijy  some  eggs,  ranging  from  a  low  of  10  percent  of  the  stamps  up  to 
one  family  vrhich  reported  they  used  'nearly  all'  of  their  blue  stamps 

to  biijr  eggs  

"The  facts  about  this  one  commodity  —  eggs  —  may  be  almost 
duplicated  on  certain  other  items  listed  as  surplus  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  and  which  are  purchasable  only  with  blue  stamps.  This 
is  reported  here,  merely  to  point  out  to  both  grocers  and  agriculture 
that  the  food  stamp  plan  is  definitely  accomplishing  all  three  of  its 
original  purposes  —  namely,  distributing  agricultural  surpluses,  giv- 
ing relief  clients  more  food  and  a  more  balanced  diet,  and  sending  the 
relief  business  back  through  regular  channels  of  distribution. ... ♦" 

(pps  332.) 

E3rports  Up  Americans  war-stimula.t ed  foreign  trade  sent  export 

30  Percent         figures  climbing  again  in  March  to  $3UU,000,000  —  30 

percent  above  a  year  ago.    The  March  total  was  about 
$6,000,000  over  February  figures,  but  still  about  $lU,000,000  under  the 
Dec  ember- January  level.    Secretary  of  Commerce  Hoiokins  attributed  the 
increase  to  Isr ger  sales  of  machinery,  trucks,  iron  and  steel  products, 
other  metals,  chemicals  and  airplanes.    Sales  of  cotton,  meat,  lard, 
corn  and  fruit,  however,  dropped  off  slightly.     (A. P.) 

Packaged  "The  package  in  v/hich  a  product  is  sold  becomes 

By  Science         m.ore  and  more  important,"  says  Scientific  American 

(May).    "Designers  have  tackled  this  problem  with  a 
vast  amount  of  research  in  the  effort  to  provide  more  attractive 
packages,  packages  that  a.re  more  easily  opened,  and  others  that  pro- 
vide combinations  of  advantages  not  hitherto  available.    Sixty  'prizo- 
winning  packages  were  chosen  from  more  than  30>000  entered  in  the  1939 
All-America  Package  Competition.    Some  of  them  are  startling  innovations. 
Offhand,  one  might  imagine  all  these  developm.ents  simply  the  result  of 
certain  ingenuity  displayed  by  the  sales  force,  but  their  ingenuity  goes 
deep  into  the  processes  of  scientific  research.    None  of  them  v/ould  be 
possible  were  it  not  that  research  departments  have  developed,  for 
example,  nev;  films  resistant  to  pickle  vinegar,  newer  alloys  resistant 
to  fluids  used  in  medical  dressings,  and  new  processes  for  handling  and 
improving  upon  the  uses  of  these  and  m.any  other  products." 


DAILY  DIGEST  

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U,  S,  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department, 
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GALLUP  POLLS  The  Gallup  PMl  of  April  21  lists  the  farmers  of 

MID-WEST  the  Middle  V;est  as  "being  57  percent  in  favor  of  the 

PAHX'lSPwS  Republicans  and  U3  percent  in  favor  of  the  Democrats 

in  the  coming  Presidential  election.  In  small  towns 
and  cities,  the  Democrats  hold  the  lead  with  5^  percent  against  the 
Republican  kS  percent.     (Washington  Post.) 

FOOD  TRADE  "Apprehension  is  expressed  in  some  sections  of  the 

QUIZ  RUivIORED      food  industry  over  reported  plans  by  Assistant  Attorney- 
General  Arnold  to  investigate  trade  practices  of  trade 
associations  and  manufacturers,"  according  to  the  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce,  April  22,     "Buying  methods  pursued  by  chain  and  independent 
distributors  are  scheduled  for  inquiry  also." 


N.Y.  EXPECTS  "With  the  extension  of  the  Federal  food  stamp 

FOOD  STAI^IPS       program  in  New  York  City,  by  July  1,  contemplated 

agents  of  the  FSCC  are  surveying  Brooklyn  and  the  Bronx 
with  the  object  of  choosing  one  or  the  other  as  the  starting  point  of 
the  experiment  here,  Philip  F.  Maguire,  vice  president  of  the  corpora- 
tion disclosed  yesterday. 

"Although  formal  approval  of  Mayor  La  Guardians  plea  for  intro- 
duction of  the  stamp  plan  in  a  single  borough  will  be  deferred  until 
the  investigation  is  completed,  Mr,  Maguire    expressed  confidence  that 
all  obstacles  would  be  ironed  out  and  the  program  put  into  operation 
here  in  two  months,"     (Nev/  York  Times,) 


WAR  EAISES  The  German  invasion  of  Derjnark  and  Norv;ay  and  the 

WHEAT  PRICE       possibility  of  a  greatly  reduced  yield  this  season 

account  for  the  rapid  upvrard  move  of  x-^heat  prices  last 
week,  according  to  the  New  York  Times.  The  new-crop  months  showed  an 
advance  of  about  nine  cents  a  bushel  from  the  low  point  of  April  eighth, 

Wliile  experts  declare  that  there  is  a  surplus  of  wheat  in  Canada, 
Australia  and  Argentina,  it  is  believed  that  the  public  has  suddenly 
become  v/ar -minded  and  has  taken  the  buying  side  of  v/heat  and  other 
grains  on  a  large  scale. 
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"Stamping"  Under  the  title,  "'Stamping'  Out  Himger,'-'  Jane 

Out  Kumger         Whi thread,  in  The  Nation  for  April  20,  says  that 

"v/holesale  acclaim  has  greeted  the  Pood-Stamp  Plan  of 

the  Federal  Surpliis  Commodities  Corporation",  "The  authorities 

are  ma!.^:ing  no  prophecies,"  she  says,  "ahout  how  soon  the  plan  may 
affect  surpluses  sufficiently  to  raise  prices.    Logically,  higher 
prices  would  put  the  'protective'  foods,  out  of  reach  of  relief 
families  and  "block,  the  T:)lan's  aim  of  comtating  malnutrition  among 
this  group.    Hov;ever,  such  a  development  is  a  very  remote  jjossihility. 
Should  it  materialize,  the  PSCC  v/ould  probably  try  to  rex:ilace  the 
*prot active'  foods  whose  prices  had  skyrocketed  by  others  of  similar 
nutritive  value;  for  example,  cheese  might  replace  eggs.    The  theory 
ie  also  advanced  thrt  increased  demand  for  blue-stamp  products  might 
lead  farmers  to  produce  more  of  them.    In  taking  this  step  they  v/ould 
sv/itch  from  the  production  of  cotton  and  wheat.    If  the  plan  is  in- 
fluential in  bringing  about  a  substantial  shift  in  the  crops  that 
farmers  plant,  this  v;ould  seem  to  be  its  greatest  long-term  contribu- 
tion to  the  American  econony. 

"Altho-j/^h  all  statements  are  hedged  round  with  qualifications,  th# 
FSCC's  preliminary  studies  do  show  that  increases  in  the  food  expendi- 
tures of  the  lower  third  of  the  people  v/ill  mean  increased  consumption 
of  butter,  eggs,  fruit,  vegetables,  and  meat  rather  than  of  corn  and 
flour.    No  one  is  more  avirare  than  the  plan's  authors  of  the  tremendous 
problems  connected  with  any  effort  to  move  surpluses  and  raise  farm 
prices.    The  "d'SCC  stresses  the  fact  that  the  starp  plan  is  not  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  direct-purchase-and-distribution  method,  xirhich  this 
year  will  move  some  $S0,000,000  worth  of  surplus  commodities,  but  is 
designed  to  sup-nlement  it,    V'ith  relief  eligibles  participating  100 
percent  it  will  add  $100,000,000  to  the  nation's  total  food  outlay  of 
some  $15,000,000,000." 

This  issue  of  The  Nation  also  contains  an  item  on  Friends  of  the 

Land, 

Short  Wave  Ultra-short  radio  vraves  have  been  used  to  kill 

EillB  Trichinae    the  troublesome  parasites  that  cause  trichinosis. 

This  discovery  was  reported  at  the  University  of 
Buffalo  before  the  New  York  section  of  the  American  Physical  Society, 
The  new  finding,  xrjhich  may  lead  to  a  practical  way  of  killing  the 
parasites  in  pork  at  the  packing  house  was  made  in  experiments  reported 
by  Prof.  Fred  J.  Holl  of  the  Department  of  Biology  and  Professor  L. 
Grant  Hector  of  the  Physics  Department,    At  present  the  method  is  much 
too  costly  for  commercial  application.     (Science  Service.) 
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Forestry  .  '*The  British  lin;pei*i^l  forestry  Bureau,  recently 

Literature         established  "by  the  ExdbUtive  Council  of  the  Imperial 

Agricultural  Bureaus,  should  meet  a  long-felt  want," 
says  the  April  Journal. of  the  South  African  Forestry  Association  (a 
new-publication).*    "The  usefulness,  of  the  literature  on  forestry/.^ 
that  issues  annually  in  many  languages  from  the  press  of  all  countries 
has  hitherto  been  defeated  by  its  very  volume.    In  the  January  issue 
of  the  Current  Monthly  Record  of  Forestry  Literature,  the  first  to  be 
put  out  under  the  aegis  of  the  bureau,  the  I52  titles  recorded  form 
merely  a  selection  of  vjhat  was  actually  available  during  the  period. 
It  will  be  the  function  of  the  bureau  to  digest  this  huge  volume,  and 
present  its  more  important  contents  in  assimilable  form  for  the  infor- 
mation of  those  engaged  in  the  practice  or  studj^  of  f  orestry. . . ,  •" 

Goat's  vs.  "Recent  Investigations  of  G-oat '  s  Milk"  is  the 

Cow's  Milk         title  of  an  article  by  A,  K,  Besley,  of  the  Bureau  of 

Animal  Industry,  appearing  in  American  Journal  of 
Public  Health  for  February.    Dr.  Besley  says  in  part:     "Among  the 
milk  goats  in  this  country  the  Toggenburg  and  Sa^en  breeds  are  the  most 
numerous.    In  milk  production  and  percentage  of  butter  fat  they  occupy 
the  sane  relative  position  among  milk  goat  breeds  as  do  the  Holstein 
cows  among  the  dairy  breeds  G-oat's  milk  for  these  studies  was  sup- 
plied by  the  bureau's  nill:  goat  herd,  located  at  Beltsville,  Md. ,  v;hich 
consisted  of  both  purebred  and  high  grade  does,  in  approximately  equal 
numbers  of  the  Toggenburg  and  Saanen  breeds.    The  cow's  nilk  was 
furnished  by  a  nearby  pedigreed  Holstein  herd  Preliminary  investiga- 
tion failed  to  reveal  differences  in  the  chemical  composition  between 
the  nilk  of  the  two  goat  breeds ,  consequently  in  this  study  their  milk 
was  pooled.  " 

In  conclusion,  Dr.  Besley  saj^s:     "Milk  from  the  Toggenburg  and 
Saanen  breeds  of  goats  has  been  found  to  be  a  healthful,  nutritious 
food,  not  unlike  the  nilk  from  the  Holstein  breed  of  cows  in  general 
conposition  and  nutritive  value.    The  goat's  milk  studied  had  an 
average  curd  nilk,  possessing  values  indicating  a  curd  3I  percent  softer 
than  that  of  the  nilk  fron  Holstein  covjs.    A  small-sized  fat  glob^ale  of 
Holstein  nilk  appeared  as  another  outstanding  species  difference  between 
the  two  milks.    The  apparent  ability  of  goats  to  produce  nilk  excep- 
tionally low  in  bacterial  numbers  operates  in  its  favor  when  milks  are 
apiDraised  on  the  basis  of  their  microbial  content." 

Milk  on  ^   _  :  Milk  production  on  farms  in  March  19^0,  estimated 

Farns  at  9. 01  billion  pounds,  was  1,22  billion  pounds  larger 

than  in  February  and  exceeded  production  in  March  a  year 
ago  by  about  2  percent,  the  AMS  states.  About  1  percent  D.ore  nilk  cows 
were  on  farms  than  a  year  earlier  and  nilk  production  per  cow  continued 
at  a  relatively  high  level. 
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Photope-ri'ods  An  article  by  James  Bonner,  California  Institute  of 

In  Plants  -         Technology,  on  "Experiments  on  Photoperiod  in  Relation 

-  to  the  Vegetative  Growth  of  Plants"  (Plant  Physiology, 
Ar)rii')  says :  •  "It  has  long  "b-een  known  that  relative  length  of  day  and 
nighrt"  effects  the  vegetative  as  v;ell  as  the  reproductive  activity  of 
plants.    Since  the  appearance  of  the  paper  of  G-ar-ner -  and  Allard  which 
first  dealt'   v;ith  this  subject,  abundant  factual  Material'  has  accumu- 
lated relating  to  the  influence  of  photoperiod  on  such  varied  pro'^sesses 
-as  shoot;  elongation,  leaf  size,  accimulat ion  of  dry  weight  and  root 
growth.    It  has  been  frequently,  although  not  invariably,  foimd  that 
vegetative  grovrth  as  measured  by  one  or  more  of  these  criteria,  is 
greater  in  long  days  than  in  short  days  irrespective  of  the  reproductive 

behavior  of  the  species  in  question  • 

A  summary  of  the  article  says:     "Plants  of  Xanthiujn,  Brassica  alba, 
Brassica  nigra,  Cosmos,  and  Lycopersicum  all  contain  more  vitamin  B-^ 
when  grown  under  conditions  of  long  photoperiod  (IS  hours)  than  when 
grown  under  conditions  of  short  photoperiod  (9  hours),    Xanthium  and 
Brassica  respond  to  additions  of  vitamin  B-j_  more  strikingly  under  the 
conditions  of  short  photoperiod  than  under  those  of  long  photoperiod. 
It  is  suggested  that  the  effect  of  photoperiod  on  the  vegetative  growth 
of  plants  may  be  mediated  by  the  effect  of  photoperiod  upon  the  produc- 
tion, not  only  of  vitamin  B-j_,  but  also  on  the  production  of  other  growth 
■factors." 

Pressure-  The  many  advantages  of  pressure  cooking  in  an 

Cooker  aluminun  vessel  have  been  incorporated  into  a  standard 

aluiTiinun  sauce-pan.    IVIade  in  four  sizes  from  one  to  four 
quarts,  the  pressure  cooker  cooks  foods  in  a  fraction  of  the  tine 
ordinarily  required.    It  enables  the  housewife  to  use  cheaper  cuts  of 
meat  satisfactorily ,  and- boasts  the  well-knoT-m  good  qualities  of 
aluminum  cooking  utensils.    Meats  and  vegetables  retain  their  color  and 
vitamin  content  when' cooked  under  pressure.    The  new  pressure  kettle 
has  no  hold-down  bolts,  gages,  and  extraneous  rigging,  yet  holds  a 
pressure  of  I5  pounds  safely.    A  thin,  strong  metal  cover  is  inserted 
i^rithin  the  lips  of  the  kettle,  and  is  held  dom  b;/  an  ingenious  and 
easy-to-fasten  hook.    As  steam  pressure  is  built  up  in  the  kettle,  the 
covBr  is  held  dovm  more  tightly,  and  pressure-cooking  talces  place. 
(Scientific  American,  May.) 

Cotton  A  new  monthly  report,  "Trade  in  Cotton  Futures," 

Futures-  Is  ••announced- by  D-octor  Duvel,  Chief  of  C.E.A.    This- re- 

'port  will  summarize  the  volume  of  trading,  amount  of 
open  contracts,  futures  prices  and  other  facts  relating  to  cotton 
futures  markets.    Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  C.E.A.  in  Washington 
or  the  field. 


DAILY  DIGEST  

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by.  the  Department. 
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7  APJIESTED  POR  According  to  the  Birmingham  News  of  April  21, 

POOD  STAMP         criminal  prosecutions  for  alleged  fraudulent  use  of 
VIOLATIOF  federal  food  stamps  were  instituted  in  Birmingham  on 

Saturday  v/ith  the  arrest  of  four  men  and  three  women. 
All  of  them  were  charged  with  violating  Section  80,  Title  IS  of  the 
U.  S,  Code  in  "falsifying,  concealing  and  covering   up  "by  trick"  the 
illegal  purchase  of  stamps  and  goods.    It  wa.s  said  that  they  might 
also  he  charged  with  presenting  false  claims  to  the  government  and 
vjith  conspiracy.     Conviction  on  these  three  charges  v/ould  subject 
each  of  the  defendants  to  maximujn  fines  of  $30»000»  0^  thirty  years 
in  federal  penitentiary.     The  evidence  against  the  defendants  was  ob- 
tained by  Clyde  and  Minard  T,  Miller,  tv;o  special  investigators  for 
the  USDA. 


DAIRY  PRODUCTS  "A  substantial  increase  in  exports  of  dairy  products 

EXPORTS  RISE      to  eleven  countries  which  have  granted  the  United  States 

concessions  in  trade  agreements  was  reported  today  by 
the  Tariff  Commission,"    According  to  the  commission,  "dairy  products 
exported  to  countries  which  granted  tariff  concessions  increased  from 
$1,673,000  in  1938  to  $2,815,000  in  1939,  while  exports  to  countries 
which  have  not  granted  concessions  declined  from  $U,4ll,000  to  $U,321,000# 
Total  dairy  exports  to  all  cou:itries  in  1939  amounted  to  $7|136,000 
against  $6,08^^,000  in  I938,"     (New  York  Times— April  23,) 

HOUSE  TO  PROBE  "The  House  of  Representatives  voted  (on  Monday)  to 

MIGRANTS*  PLIGHT    assign  a  special  investigating  panel  to  probe  the  plight 

of  the  American  migrant  and  to  seek  remedies  for  condi- 
tions resulting  from  the  conversion  of  millions  of  citizens  —  victims  of 
drought,  depression  and  mechanized  farming  —  into  ^roadside  populations,' 
Republican  leaders  Joined  in  the  majority  to  effect  prompt  adoption  of 
legislative  authority,  a  resolution  introduced  by  Representative  Tolan 
(Cal.)  and  sponsored  by  his  entire  State  delegation.    Under  the  resolution, 
a  committee  of  five  House  members  will  be  selected  by  the  Speaker  to  pur- 
sue investigation  through  the  summer  and  fall,  and  make  its  Legislative 
recommendations  to  the  new  Congress  as  it  arrives  in  January,"  says  the 
Baltimore  S-'jn  (April  23). 
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Good  Color  H.  B.  Dustman  and  I.  J.  Duncai^,  of  the  West  Virginia 

in  Apples  Experiment  Station,  in  an  article,  "Effect  of  Certain 

Thiocyanate  Sprays  on  Foliage  and  Eruit  in  Apples,"  ap- 
pearing in  Plant  Physiology  (April)  summarize  studies  at  the  station  as 
follows:    "It  has  been  found  that  soluble  thiocyanates ,  particularly 
inorganic  thiocyanates,  used  as  a  spray  on  apples  during  the  grov/ing 
season,  exert  a  pronounced  phj'-si ©logical  effect  on  "both  foliage  and 
fruit  as  follows:    In  the  foliage  the  leaves  are  subjected  to  spray 
"burn  and  to  a  chlorotic  condition  arising  from  the  effect  of  the  chemical 
on  the  green  coloring  matter  of  the  plojit.    In  the  fruit  the  amount  of 
red  color  occurring  normally  tends  to  be  increased  and  the  green  ground- 
color tends  to  be  reduced  or  replaced  by  varying  shades  of  yellow  and 
yellow  green." 

REA.-Pinanced  "Lately  critics  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Admin- 

Electric  istration  have  charged  that  the  cooperatives  it  has 

Cooperatives      financed  have  not  earned  the  interest  on  their  loans," 

says  a  Dallas  Morning  Hews  editorial  in  the  Photostat 
Press  Service  (No.  336).    "But  a  public  statement  by  Harry  Slattery, 
RS/i  administrator  shoxfs  that,  save  in  exceptional  cases,  this  is  untrue. 
Of  nearly  70O  systems  financed  by  the  EEA,  relatively  few  are  in  arrears 
on  their  pajTiients.    Delays  have  been  granted  in  some  instances,  but  the 
SEA  has  had  no    occasion  to  foreclose  or  to  charge  off  any  loan.  Com- 
pared v;ith  arrears  totaling  $56,7S5->  "ti^e  REA  has  received  a  much  larger 
sum  in  excess  payments  from  other  cooperatives  whose  operating  revenues 
have  allowed  them  to  pay  off  their  loans  ahead  of  schedule.  These 
excess  payments  thus  far  total  $1^0,6^3. 

"In  time,  of  coui^se,  the  RSA  probably  will  have  a  few  defaults.  If 
it  did  not,  its  experience  would  run  counter  to  that  of  all  other 
lending  agencies,  private  as  well  as  public.    But  the  REA's  present 
status  gives  little  groimd  for  the  blasts  that  have  been  made  against 
it.    Present  indications  are  that  taxpayers  \fill  not  be  called  on  to 
shoulder  much  of  the  cost  of  this  highly  useful  agency  that  is  lighten- 
ing the  formerly  backbreaking  work  of  the  farm  and  the  farm  home." 

State-Wide  Proposal  that  the  federal  stamp  plan  for  distributing 

Pood  Stamps        surplus  commodities  be  extended  to  the  entire  state  of 
Proposed  Minnesota  was  made  recently  to  the  Federal  Surplus  Com- 

modities Corporation  by  Governor  Stassen  and  W.  W.  Einke, 
state  social  welfare  director,  says  a  Duluth  News  Tribune  report  in  the 
Photostat  Press  Service  (No.  33^)*         ^^'^^  plan  should  be  approved 
Minnesota  would  be  the  first  to  .-put  the  system  into  effect  on  a  state- 
wide basis.    Governor  Stassen  described  it  as  "a  sound  approach  to  the 
problems  of  using  surplus  commodities  and  helping  out  the  food  budgets 
of  those  in  need." 
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Rennet  As  a  result  of  the  war  conditions,  specialists  of 

Supply  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  "believe  that  the  United 

States  is  \mlikely  to  receive  calf  rennets  from  some 
European  countries  in  the  same  volume  as  formerly.    Rennets,  as  the 
term  is  used  commercially,  are  calf  stomachs  from  which  extracts  of 
rennet,  or  rennin,  is  prepared.    Since  this  product  is  used  generally 
in  the  manufacture  of  cheese,  officials  of  the  Bureau  suggest  that 
concerns  or  persons  that  slaughter  ycong  calves  may  add  to  their  re- 
turns "by  salving  calf  stomachs,  thereby  also  helping  to  insure  an 
adequate  supply  of  rennin  for  the  cheese-making  industry. 

Rennets  from  calves  that  have  "been  fed  chiefly  on  milk-^are  the 
most  valuable  for  preparing  the  rennet  extract.    Those  from  calves 
fed  on  milk  and  mixed  feeds  are  less  valuable,  and  those  from  calves 
fed  on  mixed  feed  and  grass  are  least  valuable.    Prices  normally  rang 
from  about  U  to  8  cents  each,  the  price  depending  on  the  age  of  the 
calf  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  fed.    These  prices,  however, 
are  subject  to  change  under  the  influence  of  supply  and  demand  and  the 
relative  number  of  rennets  in  the  higher  and  lovrer  grades. 

Real  Estate  An  increase  of  about  1  percent  in  the  average  of 

Yaliies  farm  real  estate  values  the  country  over  during  the  12 

months  ended  March  1,  I9U0,  is  reported  by  the  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics.    The  preliminary  index  of  average  value 
per  acre  of  farm  real  estate  is  S5»        compared  with  Eh  in  1939* 
with  85  in  I937  and  I938.    The  period  I912-IU  equals  100.  These 
figures  show  that  as  a  national  average,  farm  real  estate  values  are 
approximately  I5  percent  below  the  pre-World  War  base  period.  The 
low  point  during  the  past  decade  was  in  1933  when  the  average  of 
values  was  27  percent  below  the  base  period.    Values  increased  about 
16  percent  during  the  next  k  years,  and  in  the  last  3  years  have  held 
at  about  85  percent  of  the  base  period. 

Tobacco  Seed  The  Senate  recently  passed  a  bill  by  Senator  Byrd 

Exportation       of  Virginia  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  American 

tobacco  seed  from  the  United  States  (except  for  experi 
mental  purposes)  ,  says  a  Riclimond  Times  Dispatch  report  in  the  Photo- 
stat Press  Service  (No.  335).    Senator  Byrd  said"the  purpose  of  the 
bill  is  to  preclude  the  foreign  cultivation  of  American  tobacco  seed 
and  plants  v/hich  would  lead  to  the  destruction  of  American  markets 
abroad  for  American,  and  particularly  Virginia  tobacco."    A  similar 
bill  sponsored  by  Senator  Byrd,  passed  by  Congress  last  year,  v/as 
vetoed  by  President  Roosevelt. 
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Siloing- Aids  Seeds  of  most  vreeds  die  after  a  fev;  weeks  in  the 

V/eed  Control      silo,  according  to  T..       • ''•'^'oodvrard  of  the  Bureau  of  Dairy 

Industry,  Mr,  Woodv/ard  made  this  discovery  in  a  side- 
line e^eriaont .  while  he  was  trying  out  different  methods  of  making  hay 
and  grass  silage.  Thus,  the  advs^itage  of  "weed  control"  may  "be  added 
to  the  many  other  e.dvantages  of  siloing  the  ha;^  crops,  Woodv;ard  says, 
l^hen  a  v;eedy  crop  is  made  into  hay  maiay  weed  seeds  spre.ad  to  the  farm 
land  in  "barn^'ard  manure. 

In  msk:ing  these  experiments,  Mr,  V/oodward  "buried  26  different  kinds 
of  seeds  (common  weeds  and  some  farm  crops)  in  separate  "bags  in  the 
silage  while  the  silo  was  "being  filled.    The  seeds  v/ere  "buried  at 
various  depths,  from  lU  to  30  feet  "belov/  the  surface,  and  in  silages  of 
different  moisture  content.    Over  three  years  he  used  corn,  alfalfa  and 
grass-and-alfalfa  silage,  made  with  and  v:ithout  the  addition  of  m.olasses. 
As  the  silage  was  fed  out,  the  seeds  were  recovered  and  tested  for  germi- 
nation along  with  duplicate  samples  , he  had.  kept  in  his  office.  Only 
three  kinds  —  iDindv/eed,  Lespedeza  sericea,.  and  American  dragonhead 
mint  —  shov:ed  any  life  after  "being  oi:ried  in  the  silage. 

Southwest  Recently  the  American  Cotton  Cooperative  Association 

Freight  Rate     petitioned  the  officials  of  rail  lines  operating  in  the 

Sotithw33t  for  a  redr.ction  in  rates  cut  of  Oklahoma  and 
^'fest  Texas  to  Texas  ports.    Truck  traffic  moved  47  percent  of  the  1939 
crop  to  Texas  ports  this  year,  and  at  rates  usually  fifty  cents  to  a 
dollar  per  hale  cheaper  than  the  ra.il  rateS;,    The  aim  of  the  Cotton  Co;*^ 
operativ^es  was  to  reach  an  agreement  on  lower  rail  rates  without  the 
usual  long-dravm  out  hattle  uefore  the  Interstate  CsOmz-.erce  Commission, 
In  an  exhihit  T)laced  "beT'ore  the  rail  executives  in  Tallasj  Lo  1),  Sstes, 
traffic  manager  of  the  ixierican  Cotton  Cooperative  AsL\)ciatlGn,  "brought 
out  that  it  costs  over  5cGC,uOO  riore  to  m.ove  three  hundred  thousand 
"bales  of  cotton  300  miles  in  Texas  than  it  did  to  riove  the  same  n^jmher 
of  hales  the  sam.e  distance  in  the,  Mississippi  Ysd-ley,     The  outcome  of 
the  conference  was  an  ann.ouncement  early  in  March  that  rate  reductions, 
ranging  from  one  cent  per  hundred  to  thirteen  cents  per  hundi^ed,  on 
western  cotton  to  Texas  ports  had  "been  agreed  to  "by  a  ms.jority  of  the 
rail  lines  operating  in  the  territor^/c    Full  s.pproval  of  the  new  rates 
is  esTpected  shortly.     (American  Cotton  G-rower,  April,) 

Soy"bean  The  construction  of  a  $7^5000  soy"be<an  mill  in 

Plant  Emporia,  Zansas,  in  time  to  handle  this  year -3  crop,  is 

ass^ored,  says  a  report  in  the  Emporia  Gasette,  Ted 
Lord,  one  of  a  group  interested  in  this  industry,  said  the  cost  of  the 
plant  was  "being  undervrritten  "by  Kansas  capital,    Mr,  Lord  said  plans 
were  going  forward  to  assure  a  large  acreage  of  soy'beans.  The 
organizers  he  said,  are  to  offer  guaranteed  price  contracts  for  the 
purchase  of  the  "beans  from  the  growers  next  fall,    (PFS  337») 


DAILY  DIGEST  

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
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and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department, 
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SENATE  TO  BE&IN  Senator  Robert  M.  LaJollette,  Jr.,  of  ".isconsin, 

FilRIvI-LiLBCR  Q,UIZ      chairm'an  of  the  Senate  Civil  Liberties  Committee,  said 
NEXT  VGEK  today  that  "farming  as  a  way  01  life  is  threatened"  and 

announced  that  his  committee  v/ould  start  hea.rings  next 
v/eek  to  explore  a  "developing  farm  labor  problem,"  .  • 

•'It  is  now  apparent,"  ho  commented,  "that  the  problem  of  civil 
liberties  in  California  agriculture,  which  has  suffered  IS7  strikes  in  the 
last  seven  years,   signalizes  the  existence  of  a  tragic  underlying  condition 
which  must  bo  remedied  if  farm  loxorors  arc  to  attain  a  full  cnjo^'Tiient  of 
their  civil  rights. 

"The  subjects  to  be  considered,"  ho  said,  "would  be  the  location  ond. 
character  of  'farm  labor  areas'   other  than  California,   conditions  among 
migratory  labor  groups  in  those  areas,  the  nature  of  industrialized  agri- 
culture and  'the  trend  av;ay  from  the  family  farm.'" — (Now  York  Herald- 
Tribune,  April  2^',) 


COTTON  EXPORTS  "Probable  eiqjorts  of  cotton  over  the  full  season 

i'lBOUT  6,U02,000    v;hich  ends  July  31  inclusive  of  barter  cotton  are 
BiVLES  6,402,000  bales  according  to  a  check-up  made  by  the  New 

York  Cotton  Exchange  Service.     The  service  reports  export 
prospects  have  been  reduced  by  about  200,000  bales  from  figures  made  up 
recently,  ov;ing  to  the  fact  that  prospective  shipments  of  barter  cotton 
the  remainder  of  the  season  are  likely  to  drop  from,  previous  ideas  since 
the  British  freight  quota,  ho,s  been  cut  to  ^OjOOO  bales  for  May.  As- 
sumption is  made  that  the  quota  v;ill  remain  at  50,000  bales,  30,000  of 
private  and  20,000  of  barter  cotton,  in  June  and  July."     (iTew  York  Journal 
of  Commerce,  April  2U.) 


BiUjTIMORE  TO  "The  food  stamp  plan  for  relief  clients  will  be  put 

BEG-IN  POOD         into  operation  in  Baltimore  next  Wednesday,"  it  v/as 
STAI-'IP  PLAN         announced  by  Theodore  J.  Wilson,  acting  supervisor  here 

for  the  Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Corporation,  according 
to  Baltimore  Smi  of  April  2U. 

.•   Simultaneously  Thomas  J.  S.  Waxter,  director  of  the  Municipal  Depart- 
ment of  V'/olfare  asked  the  Board  of  Estimate  for  authority  to  establish  a. 
revolving  fund  of  $50,000  to  be  used  in  purchasing  for  distribution  to 
relief  clients. 
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Plynn  Says  John  T.  Tlynn,  in  the  New  Republic  April  22,  says 

Soil  Act  that  the  increase  in  acres  sown  to  feed  and  other  food 

Beneficial         crops  has  "been  the  one  important  direct  gain  in  the 

Agricultural  program  of  the  Ifew  Deal.    "This  may  he  at- 
tributed to  the  soil-conservation  act,  v/hich  was  passed  after  the  old 
Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  was  held  unconstitutional.    You  can  get 
farm  authorities  here  (in  South  Carolina)  to  admit  that  the  knocking 
out  of  the  original  AAA  act  v;as  the  "best  thing  that  happened  to  the 
prograjn... Instead  of  the  invalidation  of  that  act  by  the  court  being  a 
great  disaster,  it  was  a  boon  to  the  Nev;  Deal..... 

"The  increase  in  feed  a-nd  food  crops  has  been  a  definite  gain  to 
the  state  and  its  farms.    IFor  instance,  one  of  these  crops  is  wheat. 
This  state  produced  about  200,000  bushels  of  wheat  a  year,  Now  it  pro- 
duces about  2,000,000. 

"Here  are  gains  which  form  no  deliberate  part  of  the  program, 
which  came  into  it  as  it  went  along  and  which,  in  some  measure, 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  farmer.    But  so  far  as  his  cotton  is 
concerned,  he  remains  at  the  mercy  of  government  bounty  as  completely 
as  the  day  the  program  began." 

Canada  Bacon  "Canada  is  fulfilling  the  bacon  agreement  entered 

Stocks  Else       into  with  the  United  Kingdom  last  fall  under  the  terms 

of  which  up  to  5»600,OGO  pounds  per  v/eek  were  to  be 
shipped,  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  reports,    further  evidence 
that  Canada  has  ample  sup]Dlies  of  pork  products  is  shown  by  the  cold 
storage  statistics.    In  spite  of  the  heavy  shipments  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  pork  stocks  have  continued  to  increase...,. 

"While  supplies  of  bacon  in  the  United  Kingdom  at  the  present 
time  seem  adequate,  it  is  iDOSsible  that  v/ithin  a  fev;  months  increased 
imports  from  other  sources  may  be  necessary. 

"The  future  of  Denmark  as  a  bacon  producing  region  while  under 
G-erman  control  is  not  very  bright.    The  importation  of  feeds  from 
overseas  countries  will  be  cut  off  and  a  considerable  decline  in  hog 
production  will  be  likely. 

"Canadian  exports  of  bacon  and  ham  to  the  United  Kingdom  have 
increased  very  materially  during  the  first  three  months  of  19^0 »  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  of  1939* "     (New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, April  23.) 

Implement  "Exports  of  farm  machinery  from  the  United  States 

Exports  Up         in  February  were  valued  at  $^,^96,63^  compared  with 

$3,S70,6US  in  February  1939,  an  increase  of  I6  percent, 
according  to  the  Machinery  Division,  Department  of  Commerce."  (Farm 
Machinery  &  Equipment,  April.) 
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Rice  Planting  "The  new  rice  crop  is  novr  "being  planted  in 

Shows  Increase      Louisiana  and  Texas  and  the  fields  are  "being  pre- 
pared in  Arkansas.    C-ood  progress  has  "been  made  in 
spite  of  unseasonable  cold  and  rains  over  the  entire  rice  "belt  in 
Arkansas.    The  G-overnment  reports  that  intentions  to  plant  indicate 
that  in  Texas  thsre  will  be  a  three  ije^rcent  increase  over  last  year, 
in  Louisiana  about  two  percent  increase,  and  in  Arkansas  approximately 
the  same  acreage,"     (Nev;  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  23.) 

Pellagra  and  Dr.  Henry  E.  Sigerist,  professor  of  the  history 

Subsidies  in      of  medicine  at  Johns  Hopkins,  learned,  during  a  five- 
Africa  month  tour  of  South  Africa,  that  the  pellagra  death 

rate  among  the  natives  on  the  southern  tip  of  Africa 
is  appalling.    Among  infants,  UOO  out  of  every  1,000  die.  Chmces 
are  60  to  ko  against  a  nev/  born  baby  living  to  the  age  of  15>  tie  said» 

Doctor  Sigerist  also  reported  th^.t  it  is  cheaper  to  buy  South 
African  butter  in  London  than  in  Capetown,  since  farming  is  subsidized 
by  the  government.     "In  practice,  ever^^  farmer  is  broke,"  he  said,  "but 
with  his  subsidy  he  has  the  illusion  that  he  is  a  free  white  man." 
(Baltimore  Sun,  April  23.) 

Chemurgy  This  summer  American  women  will  cross  cotton-meshed 

Takes  Hold         legs  at  drug  store  coimters  and  dip  cotton  plastic 

spoons  into  cotton  ice  cream.    The  spoons  are  old  stuff. 
David  H.  Young  creator  of  dvJ.l  high  twist  silk  hosiery  ten  years  ago, 
cooperated  with  the  federal  bureau  of  Home  Economics  and  the  Mercerizers 
Association  of  America  last  winter  to  develop  a  full  fashioned  sheer 
mesh  stocking  from  cotton.    Knov/n  as  style  Ko.  I06  to  the  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  it  is  as  sheer  and  silky  as  other  hose.  National 
Cotton  Council  thinks  that  it  may  mean  an  increased  home  consumption  of 
100,000  bales  a  year  without  cutting  hea.vily  into  other  U.  S.  grown 
fabrics.    Meanwhile  a  Dallas  pastry  cook  named  Prosper  Ingels  has 
started  to  market  an  ice  cream  made  from  cotton-seed  meal  and  lint  ex- 
tract.    (Earm  Journal  and  the  Farmer's  Wife,  May.) 

State  May  Get  Possibility  of  getting  federal  funds  to  operate 

U.  S,  Eunds  camps  for  migratory  vrorkmen  in  Michigan  is  being  studied 
Tor  Camps  by  the  state  social  welfare  department.    Of  primary  con- 

cern is  aid  for  the  Ha^egerman  lake  and  Alpena  camps.  A 
representative  of  the  ESA  discouraged  government  aid  for  these  camps 
since  they  cater  principally  to  unattached  single  men  not  necessarily 
employable.    However,  the  camps  jjiight  be  changed  to  make  them  eligible 
for  ESA  contributions.    Also  involved  are  six  other  transient  camps  in 
Southern  Michigan  industrial  centers.    Another  problem  that  might  be 
solved  if  the  ESA  entered  the  picture  is  that  of  indigent  Negro  migrants, 
(G-rand  Rapids  Press,  April.) 
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After  the  War  A  snmrnary  appearing  in  the  Agric-altural  Situation 

 Ifcat?      of  April  19-!-0,  on  the  post-war  effects  on  agriculture 

by  D,        Christy,  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Rela- 
tions, says  in  part :     "It  appears  that  United  States  agriculture  ex- 
ports are  not  likely  to  "benefit  materially  after  the  v/ar,  that  after 
the  war  we  vrill  face  increasing  competition  from  other  agricultural  ex- 
porting countries  for  a  numlDer  of  years,  and  that  other  countries  will 
be  faced  with  the  problem  of  how  to  pay  for  needed  imports.    Such  a 
situation  might  lead  to  a  growing  recognition  of  the  need  of  a  more 
equitable  distribution  of  the  world^s  raw  material  resources  or  more 
ready  access  to  these  r^.^^^  materials  by  those  coimtries  most  in  need 
of  them.    It  is  possible  that  the  present. war  may  so  change  world 
opinion  as  to  make  possible  a  philosopli^/"  of  *give  and  take,*  which  is 
a  necessary  prerequisite  for  international  cooperation." 

Publishers  Publishers,  editors  and  business  m.anagers  of  news- 

Report  Uptiurn    papers  of  the  United  States  and.  Canada  here  for  the 

annual  meetings  of.  the  Associated  Press  and  the  American 
Newspaper  Publishers  Associa.tion  reported  imrproved  business,  and  crop 
conditions.         P.  Adler  of  the  Da%"3nport  (lowa)  Times  said  business 
conditions  in  his  state  were  "pretty"  good  and  farmer  optimism  is  based 
on  increased  moistiure  for  crops.    Houston  Harte  of  the  San  Angelo 
(Texas)  Standard  Times  declared  business  v/as  better  in  his  state  than 
it  had  been  for  years.    "The  livestock  business  is  good,"  Harte  added, 
"wool  prices  are  pretty  good  and  cattle  and  sheep  prices  are  better 
then  they  have  been."     (New  York  Times,  April  22.) 

Shotwell  Wants  Dr.  James  Shotv/ell,  the  Carnegie  Endowment 

Liberal  Trade         director  of  the  division  of.  economics  and  history, 

said  in  his  current  annual  report,  that  liberal 
habits  of  trade  must  be  restored  if  "the  world  is  not  to  succumb  to 
the  cancer  of  war  economy." 

"We  bury  the  world* s  gold  instead  of  using  it  to  strengthen 
liberal  policies  of  defense  against  auta.chy,"  said  Dr.  Shotv/ell,  "and 
thereby  impair  the  reciprocal  trade  agreements  program  as  an  instru- 
ment of  pea.ce. 

"In  the  present  state  of  enlightment  we  can  only  hope  that  the 
Kentucky  burial  ground  of  the  vrorld's  gold  v/ill  not  be  pointed  out  as 
a  monument  to  a  world  economic  order  vxhich  had  not  taken  sufficient 
thought  for  its  own  vitality  and  endurance."     (Nev;  York  Times,  April  22.) 

Possessions  Buy  United  States  possessions  and  territories  pur- 

More  of  U.  S.        chased  goods  valued  at  $235,000,000  from  the  mainland 

during  1939,  an  increase  of  $8,000,000  over  the  pre- 
vious year,  the  Interior  Department  reported  April  21,  according  to 
the  Nevj  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  22. 
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WALLACE,  BLACK  "The  House  Agriculture  Committee  voted  Wednesday  to 

TO  BE  CALLED      summon  Secretary  Wallace  and  Gov.  A.  G.  Black,  of  the 
ABOUT  LETTER      ECA,  to  ansv/er  charges  thst  their  recent  letter  to  630,000 

land  hank  horrovrers  violated  the  laws  against  lohhying  hy 
Federal  officials,"  according  to  the  Washington  Post,  April  25. 

"By  a  vote  of  I3  to  10,  it  v/as  re^->orted,  the  committee  agreed  to 
*  invite^  Wallace  and  Black  to  exrnlain  'under  what  authority'  they  issued 
the  memorandum  of  April  10.    The  memorandiun  mentioned  no  pending  legisla- 
tion, "but  indorsed  three  major  provisions  of  the  Jones  fo.rm  credit  bill, 

"A  second  roint  to  be  taken  tip  v/ith  the  officials,  according  to 
committee  members,  is  a  cha.rge  that  AAA  comriittoenen  in  the  Middle  West 
have  been  called  to  special  nestings  to  receive  'instructions'  on  the 
Jones  bill," 


JONES  ASKS  Chairman  Marvin  Jones  of  the  House  Agricultural 

WPA  FUNDS  EOR    Committee  reccnmended,  on  Wednesday,  the  use  of  a  con- 
STAMP  PLAN         siderable  portion  of  1\^PA  funds  for  the  stamp  plan,  in 

order  that  this  service  might  be  greatly  expanded,  ac- 
cording to  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  today. 

Members  of  Congress,  according  to  the  Journal,  iir.ve  been  literally 
besieged  by  civic  bodies  in  their  respective  States  and  districts  to 
use  their  influence  vrith.the  Secretary  of  Aj^riculture  to  institute  the 
plan  in  hundreds  of  other  places  where  persons  on  relief  need  additional 
assistance.     Cities  are  being  rdded  to  the  list  to  the  extent  that 
funds,  made  available  to  the  Derartnent  of  Agriculture  for  the  removal 
of  surpluses,  permit. 


EXPECT  BRITAIN  "First  break  in  the  British  tobacco  embargo  is  ex- 

TO  BREAK  BAN      pected  this  week  xv'ith  the  release  by  Commodity  Credit 
ON  TOBACCO         Corporation  of  a  portion  of  flue-cured  tobacco  stored  in 

this  country  on  option  to  the  British,"  says  the  New 
York  J  our nal  of  C  0  mm  e  r  c  e ,  to  day • 

"Ever  since  British  bi;iyers  withdrew  from  the  /Lmerican  tobacco 
markets,  diplomatic  negotiations  have  been  proceeding  behind  the  scenes 
to  arrange  some  v/ay  to  move  the  175,000,000  poujids  stored  here.  The 
shipment  a,broad  this  v/eek  covers  the  first  request  the  corporation  so 
far  has  received.    Whether  it  is  a  good  will  gest-'ore  by  the  British  or 
indica-tes  a  new  policy  of  resuming  the  use  of  American  tobacco  is  not 
knovm.     .Wliile  tobacco  production  this  year  will  be  sharply  reduced 
through  application  of  crop  control,  it  is  thought  unlikely  that  the 
British  will  absorb  their  usual  quota," 
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Seeks  Help  for  "There's  talk  aroimd  Washington  atout  extension 

Parm  Exports      of  credit  to  the  Allies,"  says  an  editorial  in  the 

farmers  Guide  (April  20).     "Back  of  this  whispering 
lies  the  assumption  that  eventually  the  Allies  may  "be  forced  to  cur- 
tail purchases  from  the  United  States  unless  things  can  "be  "bought  'on 
the  cuffj 

"G-ossip  goes  on  to  imply  that  agriculture  might  "be  made  a  case 
favoring  the  extension  of  credits.  That  makes  us  ask  vjhy  something 
can't  "be  done  right  now  to  help  agricultural  exports,  Why  couldn't 
the  power s-that-he  make  it  mandatory  that  for  every  airplane  "bought 
the  Allies  would,  have  to  purchase  so  many  units  of  agricultural 
products?  In  other  words,  v;hy  saddle  agricult^Jire  v;ith  the  responsi- 
"bility  of  credit  extension?" 

Course  in  The  College  of  Agriculture  of  Tennessee  is  offering 

Planning  a  special  experimental  course  for  teachers  of  vocational 

agriciilture  from  July  1  to  July  18 »    This  course  is  a 
cooperative  approach  to  agricultural  plaiini ng  for  individual  farms,  and 
is  a  new  type  of  approach  to  fa.rm  management  plann:-ng  in  its  larger  as- 
pects.   The  course  will  "be  carried  on  cooperatively^  "by  a  nun"ber  of  in- 
structors representing  each  of  the  subject-matter  departments  of  the 
College  of  Agriculture,    This  method  vjill  make  it  possilDle  to  rniify 
recommendations  for  agriculture  and  to  see  tha^t  these  recommendations 
do  not  overlook  the  economic  and  social  status  of  the  persons  living 
on  the  individual  farm.    This  is  the  first  attempt  on  this  wide  "basis 
of  having  instructors  from  the  several  departments  cooperate  in  offer- 
ing courses.     (Better  Farm  Eo/aipment  and  Methods,  March-April.) 

Liquid  Liquid  wood  is  the  newest  product  of  Canadian 

Wood  chem-ical  science.    Prof.  Harold  Hihbert  of  McGill 

University  descri'bed  the  new  v/ay  of  processing  v/ood 
at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Chemical  Society,    One  of  the  new 
liqu.id  woods,  Prof,  Hi"b"bert  explained,  "is  so  closely  related  to 
the  raw  material  from  which  the  synthetic  fi"ber  nylon  is  made  that 
it  should  readily  prove  possi'ole  to  obtain  from  it  a  nev;  variety  of 
this  interesting  fiber,  the  raw  material  being  wood  instead  of  coal," 
Liquid  woods  are  made  under  high  pressure  by  adding  hydrogen  to  the 
molecules.    Prof.  Hibbert  sees    in  his  new  liquid  wood  a  way  to 
utilize  the  tremendous  masses  of  waste  v/ood  of  the  world,  (Science 
Service, ) 

Diesel  for  A  new  6-cylinder  100-hp  diesel  power  unit,  which 

Power  Unit         starts  on  gasoline  and  after  a  rdnute  or  less  of  opera- 
tion shifts  to  full  diesel  operation  has  been  announced 
by  a  farm  machinery  company.    This  engine  can  be  cranked  by  hand  as 
easily  as  a  gasoline  engine  of  the  same  size.    An  inexpensive  stajidard 
12-volt  electric  starting  system  may  also  be  used  to  provide  electric 
starting,     (American  City,  April,) 
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Farmers  Say  "Tlie  farmer  Speaks"  is  a  nation-vdde,  f arm-tn«farm 

Wallace  Does  siirvey  of  the  opinions  cf  6, 000, COO  farmers  on  national 
A  C'Ood  Jo"b         affairs.    In  Successful  Smarming,  for  May,  the  foll/>wing 

c^uestians  end.  ansv/ers  appear: 
Q,II3STI0N:    Do  you  think  that  Henry  Ivallace  has  done  a  good  jo"b  or  a 
po'^r  Joh  as  Secretary  of  Agricult-are7 

G-ood  Joo  Poor  Job 

All  farmers,  ,  ,  ,  73^  27^ 

Mldv^erst  fnrmers  oSJi  32^ 

Other  farmers.  •  ,  .  75?^  ■ 

QUESTIOIT:    Do  you  thinlc  that  farmers  iv'ould  "be  "better  off,  or  not  as 
well  r.ff »  if  the  Herjublicans  v/in  the  election  this  year? 

Better  Off  Same         Not  So  V/ell  Off 

All  farmers  33/^  33^  •  •  •  •  •  3^/^ 

Midv/est  formers  •  J)lfo   •    37^  .  •  •  ,  «  325^ 

Other  farmers  ,  35$b  ......  .    30^  355^ 

QJJESTION:    Do  you  think-  that  farmers  have  received  too  much  financial 
help  from  the  G-overnment  or  not  enoiigh? 

Too  Much  Enough  Not  Enough 

All  farmers  iG'f  •    USfa  .  .  .  ,  ,  36^^ 

Midv/est  farmers   2l.fc  ,  ,  535^  2S'p 

Other  farmers  ,  l^yc  k^yo  •  •  .  «  .  kO'jo 

Jppan  to  Buy  "Gable  advices  indicate  conclusion  of  an'^ther  agrse- 

India  C*^tt<^n     ment  "between  Japan  and  India  whereby  Japan  will  take 

Indian  cotton  to  the  extent  of  more  than  a  million  bales, 
and  will  sell  Indian  cotton  goods  in  excess  of  3OO  million  yards,"  nay?; 
an  article  in  Cotton  Digest  (April).    "This  is  another  evidence  of  the 
efforts  which  are  being  made  by  ether  cour'.tries  to  enable  them  to  cir- 
cumvent the  necessity  of  purchasing  American  cotton  except  v/hen  abso- 
lutely necessary,,,.,* 

"A^ain,"  the  article  continues,  "this  all  comes  back  to  a  question 
of  a  high  tariff  system  v/hich  this  country  has  built  up  in  the  past,  and 
which  now  ir5  acting  like  a  boomerang  against  our  sales  abroad. ,..  .Mean- 
vrhile  the  cotton  producers  are  finding  it  impossible  to  sell  their 
pr'%ducts  abroad,  due  primarily  to  the  lack  of  the  dollar  exchange,  Fnile 
many  other  countries  are  in  need  of  American  cotton,  admitted  to  be  the 
finest  cotton  grown  in  the  v;orld,  they  are  forced  to  turn  to  other  coun- 
tries for  supplies,  and  the  American  farmers  are  asked  to  accept  doles 
instead  of  custom.ers.    There  is  something  v;rong  v;ith  such  a  system,  es- 
pecially in  a  country  v;hich  is  under  control  of  a  political  party  which 
has  stood  for  open  trade  channels  almost  since  the  country  began," 
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Technology  "Technological  advances  have  created  and  are  still 

Lessens  Parm      creating  -on employment  in  the  farming  industry  and  the 
Employment         trend  promises  to  continue,  according  to  the  testimony 

of  farm  experts  "before  the  Temporary  National  Economic 
Committee  Tuesday?-,"  says  the  New  York  Times.    "In  193 9 »  said  Louis 
H.  Bean  of  the  USDA,  32,000,000  persons  living  on  farms  in  this  country 
were  able  to  supply  the  needs  of  50  to  70  percent  more  urhan  dx^ellers 
than  the  same  nuiiiher  of  farm  people  supplied  thirty  years  "before, 

"Not  all  of  the  increased  farm  i^roductivity  per  unit  of  la"bor  has 
come  from  technological  advance,  Mr.  Bean  and  other  "Q^DA  exr)erts  testi- 
fied.   Im-provod  meat  in  livestock  "breeds,  farming  practices ,  crop  seeds 
and  la"bor  efficiency  have  had  their  part.    It  was  asserted  that 
undoubtedly  a  larger  proportion  (of  farm  population)  v/ere  unemployed, 
under eirrployed  or  economically  undereff icient  than  x\'as  the  ca-se  thirty 
years  ago."  •  • 

Leaders  Say  Chain  store  heads,  meeting  .in  Richmond  Monday 

Chain  Stores      night,  were  given  a  glimpse  of  a  program  designed  to 
Help  Farmers      develop  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  South  and 

create  a  market  for  agriculture's  surplus  commodities, 
says  a  report  in  the  Eicluiond  Times-Dispatch  (April  23).  Representatives 
of  the  leading  chain  stores  were  shown  pictures  illustrating  how  the 
chains  came  to  the  a.id  of  agriciilturo  "by  creating  stable  farm  markets. 

Thomas  P.  Thomnpson,  of  the  Southeastern  Chain  Store  Council,  the 
dispatch  continues,  asserted  that  "we  have  learned  that  the  lav;  of 
supply  and  demand  is  a  flexi^ble  law,"  and  added  that  "chain  stores  have 
learned  to  create  nev;  demands." 

C.  B.  Denman  of  the  National  Association  of  Eood  Chains,  said  that 
$20,000,000  had  "been  spent  during  the  past  four  years  in  advertising 
agricultura.l  commodities.    "Eour  years  ago,"  he  said,  "sixty  percent  rf 
food  advertising  was  devoted  to  manufactured  products. .. .Now  sixty  per- 
cent of  the  advertising  is  devoted  to  agricultural  commodities. 

"A  program  designed  to  sta"bilize  prices  on  farm  products  is  good 
chain  store  business  and  means  greater  percentage  profits,"  he  con- 
cluded. 

Recent  Beet  Labor  Report  Based  on  1935  ^3,ta 

An  item  on  child  labor  in  beet  fields  (in  Daily  Digest 
for  April  I9)  referred  to  a  report  by  the  Children's  Bureau,  mentioned 
in  the  April  Survey  Midmonthly.    While  the  report  was  issued  only  re- 
cently, it  covers  data  gathered  in  1935 •  present  sugar  act,  which 
makes  restriction  on  child  labor  a  condition  of  government  payments  to 
producers,  became  effective  in  1937. 
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WALLACE  Secretary  Wallace,  in  a  speech  over  the  National 

APPROVES  Radio  Forum  Monday  night,  criticized  hills  hy 

WAGE-HOUR  LAW    Representatives  North  (D. ,  N.J.)  and  Barden  (D. ,  N.C.), 

according  to  the  V/ashington  Star  of  April  23 •  "Mr, 
Wallace,"  says  the  Star,  "objecting  to  suggestions  for  exempting  farm 
operr.tions  be57"ond  the  first  labor  of  producing  crops,  said:     'I  think 
the  wage-hour  act  is      decided  benefit  to  farmers.    Not  all  farmers, 
unfortunately,  understand  hew  the  law  works.     Certain  groups,  apparently, 
have  been  able  to  convince  some  fa.rmers  that  the  wage-hour  law  will  in- 
jure them,'" 


WALLACE  V/ANTS  "Secretary  V/a,llace  recommended  Wednesday  that  Con- 

CO-OP  UNIT         gres  authorize  creation  of  a  division  of  co-operatives 

in  the  agriculture  department  to  help  promote  the  co- 
operative marketing  and  buying  movement  a,mong  farmers,"  according  to 
the  New  York  Herald-Tribune  of  April  25. 

"Supporting,  before  a  Senate  agriculture  subcomjnittee ,  a  bill 
proposed  by  Senator  Capper  (R.  Kans.)  for  such  a  division,  the  depart- 
ment head  declared  the  'co-operative  way  of  doing  things'  v/as  'peculiar 
ly  appropriate'  for  the  United  States," 


FARM  AID  BILL  "A  Joint  conference  committee  abandoned  efforts 

MAY  GO  BACK  Thursday  to  break  a  month's  deadlock  on  the  agricultural 
TO  HOUSE  appropri:\t ions  bill,"  according  to  the  Washington  Post, 

April  26,     "It  reported  a  hopeless  disagreement  on 
Senate  additions  of  $3^7,000,000  to  the  measure. 

"Senator  Russell  (D,,  Ga,),  one  of  those  who  have  been  v/orking  in 
an  attempt  to  iron  out  Senate  and  House  differences  on  what  to  include 
in  the  bill,  said  the  effect  of  yesterday's  action  v;ould  be  to  send 
back,  to  the  House,  Senate  amendments  providing  for  $212,000,000  in 
parity  payments,  $85»000,000  for  disposal  of  surplus  farm  products  and 
$50,000,000  for  loans  to  farm  tenants." 
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Milk  "A  recent  press  release  from  the  ITew  York  City- 

Grades  Board  of  Health  explains  in  detail  the  reason  which 

prompted  their  recent  decision  to  abolish  the  old  milk 
grade  designations  (A  and  B)  and  after  Septom'ber  1,  19^0,  set  up  a 
single  standard  grade,"  says  an.  editorial  in  the  Hoist ein-i'riesian 
World  (April  I3).     "The  compelling  reason  was  that  the  implication  of 
a  second-rate  product  carried  in  the  'B'  designation  xfas  not  justified 
"by  the  facts,  under  present  conditions  of  handling  and  marketing.  And 
that  "because  of  it,  many  families  of  limited  means  v/ere  peeing  the 
premium  price  for  G-rade  A,  even  though  they  vjere  forced  thereby  to  use 
it  in  smaller  amounts.    The  conclusion  was  reached,  therefore,  tha.t 
with  a.  single  dependable  grade  of  milk  at  a  sta.ndard  price,  consumption 
v/ould  be  increased  to  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 

"The  new  grade,  which  is  as  yet  unnamed,  will  carry  some  improve- 
ments over  present  Grade  B*    Tentatively  ,  the  nev;  grade  v;ill  set  up  a 
bacteria  limit  of  150,000  per  c.c.  at  country  plants  (U00,000  in  city 
plants)  and  30,000  after  past  enri  sat  ion.    This  compares  v/ith  the  present 
Grade  B  limit  of  20O5OOO  per  c^c,  biit  the  Department  reports  that  about 
90  percent  of  the  prodticers  are  already  running  regularly  under  100,000 
per  c«c#    The  conclusion,  therefore,  is  that  the  new  standard  would  not 
tequire  anj^  changes  in  present  methods  on  most  farmse«.#." 

British  Hunt  "Reduction  of  newspapers  in  Great  Britain  by  one- 

Kewsprinti  third  of  their  normal  size  has  been  effected  as  a  result 

Source  of  the  stoppage  of  Baltic  and  Scandanavian  pulp,"  says 

the  Chicago  Tribune.    "Meanwhile,  K.       Abbsi,  county 
horticultural  advisor  of  Cornwall,  has  started  an  investigation  into 
the  possibilities  of  growing  mallovr,  from  which  excellent  paper  can  be 
produced.    The  plant  grows  freely  in  a  vvild  sta.te  on  the  Devon  and 
Cornish  cliffs.    Ten  years  ago  an  international  firm  attempted  to  com- 
pete in  the  world  market  by  producing  paper  from  this  source*    The  firm 
failed,  ovjing  to  the  cheap  prices  of  the  Scandanavian  product,  but  at 
the  present  prices  the  business  is  said  to  be  very  profitable  here 
(London) e" 

California  The  cattle  popula.tion  of  California  decreased  about 

Decrease  in       three  percent  drxing  1939 »  according  to  the  Los  Angeles 
Cattle  County  Farm  Bureau  Hews  for  April,    Cattle  prices  held 

up  v;ell  d-uring  the  period,  but  range  and  feed  conditions 
were  generally  poor.    Ca.ttle  prices  averaged  an  increase  of  eleven  per- 
cent over  193s  and,  except  for  1937,  ^^rere  the  best  since  1930.  The 
average  per  head  value  of  cattle  increased  in  January,  19^0,  and  was  at 
the  highest  level  since  1931. 
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ITI'RB  Holds  "Argiijnents  that  persons  v.'orking  in  a  fruit  packing 

Pruit  Packers      house  v/ere  agricultiiral  laborers  and  hence  excluded 
Ijlot  Farm  Labor    from  the  Hational  Labor  Helations  Act,  were  rejected 

recently  by  the  liLH3  in  rulir.gs  involving  tvio  California 
■cases,"  according  to  the  Baltimore  Sun,  yesterday.     "The  Labor  Board 
asserted  that  the  duties  of  the  employees  in  question,  'like  those  of 
workers  in  other  industrial  plants,*  were  clearly  not  agricultural  in 
nature,  but  were  coordinated  with  the  operation  of  machines  which 
automatically  process  and  handle  the  fruit." 

Small  V/heat  Using  as  a  basis  the  December  Argentina  wheat  crop 

Crop  Seen  in      report,  Karry       Ov;en,  in  the  St.  Paul  Farmer  (April) 
Argentina  says:     "Argentina  can  be  safely  counted  out  as  a  price 

depressor  this  year.    Its  influence  will  all  be  the 
other  way.     It  begins  to  be  evident  that  the  19^0  v.^orld  v/heat  crop  vjill 
be  very  much  below  that  of  last  year,  so  the  effect  of  the  large  carry- 
over August  1  on  the  price  level  ;^rill  be  offset  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent." 

New  Viruses  "A  new  stop  in  the  exploration  of  the  baffling 

Feed  on  Non-      border  zone  betv/cen  the  living  and  the  non-living  v;as 
Living  Juice      announced  by  Dr.  L.  0.  Eunkel  of  the  Hockefeller 

Institute  for  Medical  Research  at  Princeton,  N.  J, ,  at 
the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,"  according  to  Science  Service.  "He 
said  that  he  had  succeeded  in  isolating  and  cultivating  a  nev/  group 
of  viruses  that  do  not  require  living  tissues  on  v;hich  to  feed.  All 
species  hitherto  Iciown  require  living  tissues  for  their  sustenance; 
they  are  x?arasites,  causing  such  plant  diseases  as  mosaic  and  curly-top, 
and  animal  diseases  like  hog-cholera,  hoof    and  mouth  disease,  smallpox 
and  yellow  fever.     The  new  viruses  were  discovered  in  tomato  and  tobacco 
plants  afflicted  v;ith  mosaic  disease,  and  in  a  fev;  apj^arently  healthy 
plants.    However,  the  fact  remains  that  they  can  be  cultivated  in  glass 
dishes  and  that  they  will  feed  and  grov;  on  a  diet  of  sterile,  non-living 
plant  juice," 

Uses  of  "About  one-quarter  of  the  entire  output  of  maple 

Maple  Syrup        syrup  in  New  York  and  Vermont  goes  into  treatment  of 

tobacco  to  give  it  sv;eetness  and  flavor.    About  10 
percent  of  the  crop  is  used  at  home,  and  about  hO  percent  sold  for  re- 
tail purposes,     Geneva  Experiment  Station  is  working  on  a  new  maple 
jelly  which  may  prove  to  open  up  larger  markets  for  maple  producers." 
(Dairyman's  Lea=-,ue  Nev;s,  A-pril  23,) 

Migrant  Labor  "Maryland  needs  the  migratory  x-zorkers  to  carry  it 

in  Maryland        through  its  harvests.    Needing  them,  it  can  ill  afford 

to  disregard  their  side  of  the  problem,"  the  Baltimore 
Sun  says  in  an  article  on  Migratory  Labor  in  Maryland,  in  which  is 
cited  some  of  the  efforts  of  C-overrjnent  to  deal  v;ith  the  migratory 
labor  x^roblem. 
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New  Method  "A  nev;  test  deternining  v/hether  a  given  sanple  of 

of  Blood  Test    "blood  erne  fron  e.  nan  or  another  aninal  and,  if  so, 
Tells  Si^ecies    which  aninal  species,  v;as  annoianced  "by  Dr.  M.  H. 

Jaco"bs  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  the 
Natxon.nl  Acadeny  of  Sciences,"  says  Science  Service.     "This  test  can 
be  used  only  v;ith  fresh  nornal  "blood.     It  would  he  useless  with  hlood 
stains,  Doctor  Jaco"bs  explained.    The  test  is  "based  on  the  apparently 
constant  v/ay  in  which  certain  su"bstances  penetrate  the  walls  of  red 
hlood  cells  of  different  species  of  vertebrates  when  the  acidity  or 
alkalinity  of  the  solution  is  systenatically  varied.    G-lycerol  is  a 
useful  suostance  for  detecting  species  difference  in  this  way,  "but 
tests  with  this  chenical  take  rather  a  long  tine.    The  tests  can  "be 
nade  nuch  faster Doctor  Jaco'bs  discovered,  v/ith  ethylene  glycol. 

"'In  the  exanination  of  approxioately  100  sanples  of  "blood  dis- 
tri'buted  anong  these  si)ecies  (comnon  laboratory  aninals  and  nan)  no 
case  vjas  discovered  in  which  the  origin  of  the  blood  could  not  be 
directly  deternined  by  this  test  alone,'  Doctor  Jacobs  reported. 

"'Even  such  closely  related  species  as  the  albino  rat  and  the 
albino  nouse  are  readily  distinguishable,  as  are  the  dog  and  the  cat, 
the  rabbit  and  the  guinea  pig,  the  ox  and  the  sheep,  etc.'" 

Q-overnment  "More  than  500,000,000  bushels  of  corn  are  now 

Corn  Storage  sealed  8.nd  held  by  tho  "Q.  S,  G-overnment  against  loans 
Condemned  of  57-;^  ^  bushel,"  states  an  editorial  in  the  American 

Agriculturist,  April  27.     "Por  the  long  time  welfare 
of  either  corn  grov-ers  or  feeders  this  great  hoard  of  corn  is  a 
menace.    Prom  the  corn  grov/ers  standpoint,  it  hangs  over  his  head  as 
a  general  market  uncertainty  and  a  constant  drag  upon  prices.  Even 
corn  grov.rers  who  now  favor  it  will  be  up  in  arms  v/hen  this  tremendous 
volume  of  corn  is  released. 

"From  the  standpoint  of  eastern  dairymen,  poultrymen  and  other 
feeders  throughout  the  country,  this  hold-up  of  the  natural  flow  of 
grain  is  utterly  unfair  and  unjustified.    Past  experience  with  govern- 
ment crop  hoarding  has  alv;ays  been  disastrous  to  everybody  concerned." 

Science  Tackles  "The  honey  bee  can't  extract  the  nectar  of  ordinary 

Honey  Bee  and  red  clover  because  the  corolla  of  the  bloom  is  too  Ion 
Clover  Problem  or  the  tongue  of  the  bee  is  too  short.  This  is  a  dis- 
advantage to  the  producer  of  honey  and  to  the  producer 
of  clover  seed,  the  latter  having  to  depend  on  the  b'ucible.  bee  for  pollin 
tion.  Now  science  has  tackled  this  problem,  vrhich  may  be  solved  either 
by  breeding  bees  v/ith  proper  equipment  or  by  breeding  clover  with  short 
corolas  or  ilov;er  tubes.  The  scientists  have  decided  that  the  latter 
course  is  easier,  so  they  are  experimenting  with  clover  which  promises  t 
have  its  nectar  accessible  to  the  honey  bee.  But  like  true  scientists  ; 
they  are  not  making  any  premature  claims,"     (Pennsylvania  Parmer,  April. 


